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Social Safety Nets / Social Assistance

The Cash and Voucher Working Group (CVWG) reported that 1.1 million households received
cash-based transfers in the July-September quarter (i.e., Q3 2022), of which 1 million were
covered by the World Food Programme (WFP). In the same quarter, other organizations such as
the Organization for Coordination of Humanitarian Relief (OCHR) assisted 29,000 households,
while Welthungerhilfe (WHH) assisted 10,500 households. More details can be found here.

In Q3 2022, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) provided cash transfers to 67,000
Cash Assistance households (consisting of three rounds of assistance over a longer period) and began the
registration of 12,000 additional households in Daikundi province.

WEFP disbursed US$14 million in July, US$22 million in August, and US$25 million in
September in cash assistance.

The Food Security and Agriculture Cluster (FSAC) reported that in July and August, 21,000
and 26,000 households, respectively, were assisted with one-time cash transfers, with a total
of over USs$4 million disbursed in the two months (note: overlap between FSAC and CVYWG data
may exist).

Inter-agency cash for work guidelines have been published; the document contains best

practices for all the stages in the implementation of humanitarian cash for work programs.

Data from the CVWG indicate that 3,300 households were included in the Food and
Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) cash for work programs in Q3 2022.

Public Works
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https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/inter-agency-humanitarian-cash-work-cfw-guidelines-afghanistan

Following the August floods that affected almost 16,000 people across Afghanistan, food
remains a priority need as the destruction of crops has affected food access and availability.
Damage to agricultural land and local infrastructure is severely impacting people’s livelihoods.

The CVWG reported that 141,000 households received in-kind support and complementary
services in Q3 2022; the main organizations providing these interventions are the Afghan
Amputee Bicyclists for Rehabilitation and Recreation, OCHR, FAO, Danish Refugee Council,
International Rescue Committee, and Afghanaid.

The FSAC reported that 148,000 households in July and 48,000 households in August were
assisted with food assistance.

WEFP reached 5.5 million people in July, 9.1 million in August, and 6.3 million in September with
food, nutrition, and resilience support. In Q3 2022, WFP cumulatively assisted 242,000 people
through food assistance for assets.

UNICEF has provided critical water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), health, and nutrition
support to households affected by floods: treatment for severe acute malnutrition to 50,000

children in July, 69,000 in August, and 72,000 in September; and safe water was distributed to
496,000 people inJuly, 430,000 in August, and 1.3 million in September.

In-kind In Q3 2022, WFP cumulatively assisted over 2.1 million children (aged 6-59 months) and
Assistance, pregnant and lactating women, while treating 1.3 million malnourished children and women.
WASH, Nutrition, 't currently supports 2,205 health centers and 440 mobile health and nutrition teams across the
and Other country to ensure continued and equitable access in hard-to-reach areas. In the same period WFP
complementary distributed high energy biscuits to 330,000 primary school students (cumulatively).

Services

The FSAC reported that 20,000 households were assisted with livelihood support activities
in July and 21,000 in August. Activities included animal feed distribution, animal vaccination and
deworming, fertilizer distribution, kitchen gardening, vegetable seed distribution, cash for work,

and vocational skills training (VST).

In August, ACTED launched a FAO-funded project aimed at improving local food security
by restoring crop production for targeted smallholder farmers through providing wheat
cultivation packages and technical training to 11,000 households, and nutrition-sensitive,
home-gardening, and vegetable cultivation kits and training to 8,099 households. Starting
in September, ACTED will implement a project to improve community access to drinking water,
targeting 8,000 households in Kandahar province.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has started the pilot of the Social Protection
Nutrition Program for Young Pregnant and Lactating Women with 470 women in Kandahar;
midwives have started to teach modules on different nutritional subjects, twice a month, and
the first monthly cash payment of AFS10,000 was delivered through a selected money service

provider in the district.

Since the start of 2022, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has assisted 244,000 individuals with
in-kind and other individual assistance. As part of the flood response, work is ongoing to complete
2,300 earthquake-resilient winterized houses, equipped with stoves, solar panels, and latrines.
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Jobs & Skills

Demand for unskilled workers remains stagnant. Seasonal work opportunities depend on
agriculture; with the harvest season ending in most of the country, demand for non-skilled labor
remained stagnant overall, with regional differences. While it declined in some provinces in the
country’s northern, southern, and central regions, demand increased in some central-northern
provinces. Nominal wages are slowly recovering but remain lower than pre-August 2021 levels. Real
wages are declining, however, due to high inflation, thereby decreasing the affordability of basic

household consumer goods.

In Q3 2022, WFP cumulatively reached 86,000 people through VST.
Social Insurance and Pensions

Although the Interim Taliban Administration (ITA) allocated funds for the public pension
program earlier this year, no pension payments have been made so far. ITA is reported to be
considering paying pension benefits at discounted rates. Based on media reports, there have been

protests by pensioners and conflict survivors because of payment delays.

The Ministry of Martyrs and Disabled Affairs, which implements the Martyrs and Disabled benefits
program, recently announced that 135,000 people with disabilities and about 400,000 widows
and orphans have been registered across the country and that the registration process will be
completed by the end of this year.

Delivery Systems

The CVWG has amended the guidelines for the composition of response packages in light

of the increase in market prices. The Minimum Expenditure Basket is a tool to determine the
minimum expenditure requirements of vulnerable Afghans to live with dignity and adequate levels
of protection. This harmonization guidance note proposes a reference average value of US$180
(the amount set in February 2022 was US$1471) for a family of seven per month to meet basic needs,
within which the value of food security interventions is set at the equivalent of US$96 (the amount
set in February 2022 was US$80).

WEFP is working on a new targeting approach for the upcoming winter scale-up with refined
vulnerability criteria, through a combined data-driven and community-cascading process, from
province to district and to community level to ensure that the most vulnerable people can meet their

food and nutrition needs.
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