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JOSIE BASSINETTE ( JOSIE BASSINETTE@A1@WRWASH
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37493

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights

Josie,

You asked me for my notes on the meeting of Mr Jose Ayala
Lasso with JDW on July 24 at 11.30 pm. Also present were:
UNCHR/CHR John Pace, Zdzislaw Kedjia, WB Shihata, Malloch

Brown, Stevens. The atmosphere of the meeting was warm and
positive.

Mr Ayala-Lasso began by saying that he believed the Bank was
doing extraordinarily good work in the area of HR. But he and
his staff needed toc understand this better, there was therefore
a need for a dialogue. There was also a need to share views on
the "right to development”.

JDW said that he had reached out to the UN system, meeting with
heads of agencies, clarifying what each agency was doing and how
they related to one another.

The Bank is meeting the basic HR needs of people in the areas of
health and education. But in doing so, it does not use the
language of HR. The Bank'’s Board would be sensitive to this,
and the Bank does not have a mandate to stop lending because of
HR vioclations. (In the case of a recent prospective IFC loan to
Nigeria the Bank - the only UN organization to take action
following the hanging of Ken Saro-Iwo - used an economic reason
not te lend) .

Mr Ayala-Lasso explained how he conducted his dialogue with
countries on HR issues in a cooperative rather than
confrontational manner. There should be ways of conveying
economic benefits to countries with good HR records. The Bank’s
CAS could contain information on the country’s HR record.

Describing some of UNCHR’s country programs, Mr Ayala-Lasso
explained how the Office was funding HR education in Malawi,
including for the police.

In discussing the rights of the child, JDW said that this was
raised recently with him by Congress. Mr Shihata said he had
recently written a paper on the subject.
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Mr Ayala-Lasso described a recent wvisit to Tunisia, to discuss

HR with the government and to give support to the Arab Institute
for HR. He had raised with the President of Tunisia the need to
improve the HR record. He considered the visit very successful.

In connection with UNCHR's support to HR NGOs in countries, JDW
explained that since the Bank lent only to governments, it was
difficult to fund a network of NGOs to undertake HR education.

JDW said that the Bank was active in Arab countries helping
economic development. For future visits by the High
Commissioner, the Bank could provide Mr Ayala-Lasso with
economic information.

In Latin America Mr Ayala-Lasso was arranging with ECLA a
regional meeting of the national planning institutions to
discuss HR strategies, and would keep JDW informed.

JDW, in cconclusion, said that staff of the UNCHR/CHR were

welcome to visit the Bank and familiarise themselves with the
large amount of country information available.

Hope this helps.

Mike

Lisa Pachter ( LISA PACHTER@A1@WBHQR )
LOUIS FORGET ( LOUIS FORGET@Al@WBWASH )
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1. I would like to propose that you meet with Mr. Ayala Lasso, UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights on July 24, 1996. He and other members of the UN Commission will be
visiting the Bank for two days.

2. Incooperation with the Legal Department and the Public Sector Management Unit in
the Poverty and Social Policy Department, we have arranged an informal seminar (July 24-
25) to exchange views and learn about each other’s work.

3. During the Seminar we will brief the Commission on our poverty, education, health
and gender programs, and how these contribute to the attainment of social and economic
rights. We will also explain the Bank’s policies on resettlement and indigenous peoples,
and what we have been doing to assist countries emerging from conflict. We, on our side,
are interested in learning about the work of the UN High Commissioner and his Office and
their perspectives on human rights and development. This appears to be an opportune time
to discuss these key issues. Mr. Ayala Lasso is a jurist and has been ambassador from
Ecuador to a number of countries, and was appointed to his present position in 1994.

4.  Mr. Shihata will address the upcoming seminar. UNCHR is interesting in discussing
the issues raised in his speech at the UN Conference on Human Rights (Vienna, 1993) and
his writings on the Bank and Human Rights issues. Mr. Shihata and I will attend your
meeting with Mr. Ayala Lasso.
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Date: July 23, 1996

NAME

ROOM NO.

Ms. Josie Bassinette, EXC

E 1231

SuBJECT: MR. WOLFENSOHN'S MEETING WITH MR. JOSE AYALA LASSO

ATTENDEES:

Attached please find the bios of Messrs. Zdzislaw Kedzia, Senior Advisor to the
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and John Pace, Chief ad interim of the
Research and Policy Analysis Branch, who will accompany Mr. Ayala Lasso to
his meeting with Mr. Wolfensohn tomorrow at 11:30 a.m.

Bank attendees are:
Mr. lbrahim Shihata, Senior Vice President and General Counsel

Mr. Mark Malloch Brown, Vice President, External and UN Affairs

Mr. Michael Stevens, Public Sector Management, Poverty and Social Policy

cc: Mr. M. Malloch Brown (EXTVP); Ms. J. Armitage (PSP)
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Ejl.oaraphical Noea BIOD/2840~
AR/2937

14 February 1994

ASSEMBLY NAMEZS JOSE AFALA TASS0, OF RCOADOR, AS
FIRST HIGH COMMTSSTONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

The General Assembly this morning approved the appointment of Jogé Avala
Lassoc as the first United Nationg High Commissioner for Human Rights, for a.
four-year term, effective 28 February 1994.

A natiocnal of Equader, Mr. Ayala lLagse has been his countsy’ s permanent
representative to the United Naticms sinces 1589. He alse served as Ecuador’s
Permanent representative te the Security Couacil during 1991 and 1592 and was
Prasident of the Couneil during August 1991 and September 1552. Tn 1992, he
w3s chairman of the Security Council Commitcee, established pursuant to
resolution 724 (1891), concerning the former. Yugoslavia.

Mr. Ayala Lassc chaired the working group which considarad the
establishment af a post of high commissicner £or human rights and ather
aspacts of the Vienna Declarition and Programme of Acrien which emerged f£reom
the World Conference on Human Right= (12923). The result was a consensus
resglution crexting the pest, adopted by the General Assembly an 20 December
1583.

Mr. Ayala Laasso has served as his country’s Ambassader to Peru, Belgium,
Luxembourg and the Eurcpean Econamic Cammunity (EEC), and has hald several
ather foreign affsirs posivione ar vhe Embassies of Ecuador te Japan, Republic
of Korea, China and Italy. He was Minister for Fereign A€fairs in 1977.

Over rhe course of his diplomatic career, Mr. Ayala Lasso headed the
Ecuador dslegatiom tc the 1978 and 1977 pessions of the General Assembly and
the meeting of the "Group of 777 developing countries, the first special
sassion of the General Asgsembly devoted to disarmament and the United Nacicns
Couaference on the Lav of the Sea, among other mestings. He has also
F rricipated in the Bcuxdorian delegatiom to numercus other intermaticnal
confarences and meestings.

(more)
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In acdition to his diplomatic posts, he has taught at the Intexrmacicnal
Law Inszitute of the Dhniversidsa Ceatxal del Ecuador znd served ag Depury
Legal Secretary of the Permazenr Commission for the South Pacifie, and ag
Vice-Presidear of the Bcuadorian Natiemal Cammission of the Alliance for
Prog-e=s. He aas Published articles relating to intermarional affairs in

Rewspapers and jourmals and is currently Preparing a beck on the Secuzrity’
Council.
¥r. Ayala Lasso holds degrees inm law angd economics, international law,

political and social sCiences frgm the Pontificia Universidag Catllisa del .
Ecuador, the Universidad Cencral del Ecuador and the Universica Catheligue de

Louvain, Belgium.

Mr. Ayala Lasso has been dgcorated as a Ccmna.ﬁ&ier Ef 'the Narional Order
Of Merir of Ecuador, as well as receiving various decoratiemz from Japan,
“eru, Sweden, Colembia, Chile, Argentina, Mexico, Bragil, Italy, Hungary,
“enezuela and Selgium. : : ’ e

Born in Quito, Ecuador, om 29 January 1932, Mr, Avala Lasso is married
and has four childwven . .
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