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Varieties in Adaptation:
Balinese Migrants in Central Sulawesi

Gloria Jean Davis
November 20, 1974

Prepared for the American Anthtopoiogical Assoclation Meetings
“Quotation of isolated porticas {pot exceeding four lines) for the
purpose of review or news articles is permitted. All other righte

are reserved by the author snd other quotations may not be made with-
out written consent of the author™



On May 16, 1973, & smail group of Balinese migrents and I ploked our way
o Thees and Lnfsmasiable s\m:m\p wmm SUINOLSSAS
thmghthommﬁtmp‘i.&-u—ma ?whminthc;hn&lm'
%r‘ms \f\*\"‘i
of Centrel Sulawesi.® Oa*dutinati.m]m & aan.l knoll ixioh was said to have
night et Com was 1€ 2 MO yewise Quen Suesme® bul
nﬁunuml ies, R-wu rhﬂl:\nd‘ﬂu—m, nine large stones ana'
‘mﬂuﬂﬂ’ wwcg_pcx\qﬂ o)

found ueag(—tho—uﬁorm a small apring; issuell forth at ite base and flowels

it bo Muaon it T STanant (X0Lss ot Sexeson tainforest. Owr

axourd thewowsi. The task wis to discover wbether {raditionsl Baliness systols amd

supsxnatoral forces /l Centnl Snluui. |

The day wore on without & eign. Sowe old folks chanted, a few prayed. Most Sat on o
boricoo marsschauud .
Fast—eet

and teiiced, Having been there all day we committed curselves to stsying
the night; whem, just as the sun set, an old woman fell intoc trance. Weeping
and sobbing the 0ld wren reported that she was possessed hy & messanger from
Rate Bagus Gede, & long-doad priesi from the island of Bali, The messenger
wm%uththtu&gmwmldlmwsmaimwadﬁmtom
chﬂﬂrm,andthat}nwdd litinthoholy pisce they bhad discovered. huﬂ‘t;‘:;m1
mﬂut&wymwmmildwiyammmm,m&hmimthairm.md

od
- when they wers puwpemk they would receive additional insteuctions,

In Bsli such &n event would bave bsen occumonplacs. But sow Balinese had been

in Sulawssi for mes:ly 65 yeass and until that date thmhadboennomrdgg;w
esaﬂx

no (o.nw.\_m,x SPAITS, C Ty krﬂc\;.,ed%\ m\s had- ed Honaraes

spots, ner—bed—the Wever been a trance. In fact the reassertion of traditionsl
GY WY D YEaAwge Wes 2 ponf

B&limsc culture which ensved could hardly have been predicted from pest events,

d\\KJ"S,\ but
Eurlimr groupe hod uhomldiatimtiwly ditferaut patisrns of sdjustment @

Suiewesl, hat-aed heppenedd —And whyt

The exiles
When the Duteh sonsolidated their power in Central Sulawesi in 1905 they irmed-

flately recogrised e fortility of the Parigi area and the marginal productivity
of the indigwnous jeople, Casting about for a means of inspiring the locals

N

*Central Sulewesi (‘ormerly the Central Celebes) is & province in the Republic
of Indonesis,




ap {2)

the Dutch imported twelve families who hed been exiled by the radjas of Bali
for political end marital ind:zcntim\s (mainly for marrying women of higher
castes). Over the next twenty years, perhape sixty sdditional Balinese families
were exiled to the aree. When a genersl amnesty was declared in 1928 most
returned howe,

Whea the Balinese exilas/'\\ﬁﬁvad in Parigl they-esme as a high-culture group
(4n terms of religious, political snd sgrioultural orgenisation) in® & rels.
tively low-culturs ares, The indigenous peopls, called Xaili, were mainly
swidden agriculturalists and nominally Moslem., ‘e Balinese, wno nad arrived
Witk tne support sad sponsorship of the Duteh, were not entirely answerable to
the local radje or people for either religious or socisl sanctions. The Duteh
thomselves formally discournged conversion and/or sssimilation smong the Balinese
whose culturs they sdadred for its artistic and religious axprsssion,

Under thess circusstances there is little wonder that the exiles progressed

pretly much as they plessed in Parigi, They set up their agrioultursl system,

put increesing amounts of land wunder sultivation, preserved their religious

rituals and treditionsl worldview, mede a conspioucus display of offerings and
held several cremations. They maintained much of their customary law and oone
tinued (@8 most Indonesians do) 4o spssk their mother tongue at homeo. When

amnesty was proclaimed, all but four patrilinesl extended fsmilies returned te Bali,

After the war and revolution the remmants of this community oould neither count
on Dutch medistion nor ths insulation of a large Balinese community and they
wade many adjustments to loosl conditione, '
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- fven greatsr absorbtion into the indigenous culture mey have been prevented

by the fact that the Balinese continued to eujoy elite economis positions within
the community, and ib spite of limited contast with the homeland they continued
to maintain a feeling of sultural ;mﬁoﬂty.

Ihe Christisns
The first group of Christians srrived in Parigl in 1957 at the beight of Islamis

" secessionist astivity, and in & period when Hinduism enjoyed ao offivial recog-
nitic: or protestion from the national goverrment. Under these ciroumstances
they ¢llied themselves neither with the Hindu Balinese nor the looal Moslem people,
but sottled instesd with another Christian group who were themsslves refugees
fream islamie aotivity in the novth, In their atlespt to distinguish themselves
fros the Hindu Balinese and maintaism themselves in this time of Islamie threat,
theie Christians aml those that followed embarked on & sell-conscicus program
of nooisl and eoonomie development. Their exmuplss were laken from nationsl
s Christien sourees with an esphasis on the western models presented to them
by the fundsmentalist chuxeh im Bali and observed im the westsrmised ways of
ths Christisns from Menade and islends to the north,
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On May 16, 1973, a small group of Balinese migrants and I picked our way
LN paiedia- PhePas otk an - LEeas

through thorns, fallen trees, and the interminable swamp which surrounded their

tanfores T
new homes in the ,}ntngle of Central bulawe51.1 @har destination was a smll knoll

which was said to have highly unusuval properties, Not only was it a mound én
fﬂ\u‘w\& €100 plavn
\o-l-au.uma-\—ﬁom

an—otherwise—even—swamp, but nine lar?e stoges had been found among the under- ., tea .

s s d frecrroratorTan fnen ot st
brush, on—the—mound a:nd a small springl«i.-s-sued-‘furth 2t is-bass—oi—tha-mounding,

W‘ﬁb
flewing-and flo ‘ M 2 5 e : fagnant waters ol the Swame .

reinferest, M\' task was to discover whether traditional Balinese symbols and
Sl

supernatural forces eeuld—we—ssid—io prevaildin Gemtrat—Sut=wesi, ThAvfihﬁd Har
Was Mua N home -

The day wore on without a sign, Some old folks chanted, a few prayed, lMost

sat on bamboo mats and chatted, Having been there all day without event, we
agmitted ourselves to staying the night, Then, just as the sun set, an old woman
fell into trance, Weeping and sobbing, the old woman reported that she was
possessed by a messenger from Ratu Bagus Gede, a long-dead priest from the islancl
of Bali, The messenger assured us that Ratu Bagus would soon come to Sulawesi to
provide advice to his children, and that he would sit in the holy place they

had discovered, Until that time they should build only a small temple, work
hard on their land, and when they had prospered they would receive additional

instructions,

In Bali such an event would have been commonplace, But Bal inese had been in
Sulawesi for nearly 65 years, and until that date there had been no sacred hills,
no familiar spirits, nor, to my knowledge, had there ever been a trance, Early
immigrants had shown diverse and distinctively different patterns of adjustment:

ws self-sufficient isolation, near assimilation, Christian conversion, the
{ndeed |, ¢t 2\l Panerns ¢t Idepin o
emulation of a national Indonesian HAHAEY elite n—faed, the efflorescence of

. <
0 Hu teas? practereT (1K U}

traditional Balinese culture of which this trance was(r‘; part seemed unpredictable N tigh

pent '
1 t widr past events,



A Brief History of the Balinese Migration to Central Sulawesi
He'exes

driani and Kruijt,‘«l\;utch ethnographer-missionaries, travelled through

the Parigi district on a tour thfe:éh Central Sudwesi, At that time they noted
A s &

a &) km stretch of |land between the Dolaggo and Sausu rivers which was completely

depopulatikd during interneicine wars of the 1860's, The authors reported that
i Wap G ava of dsna (Wt Ama Weo Bkiarud o by e naraxd as Wy
this YXH#H area was called “Tana Boa™ or "the empty land", bt Meither they

nor the locals could have predlcted that when the land was eventually filled
D\ (v1) (\\LL\\&%N\ o>

G
it would bel by som—Lé,-OOO—i—ma—gmﬁ-ts—tlpom BaligqQuas .
The first Balinese to settle in Central Sulawesi arrived in Parigi in 1907,
o
Given the fact that“\Balinese are noted for being parochial a® culture-proud,

Tt asmona Hu BROT Mobne of a1t Tndemen pa o
and that t

s One suspects

\mui&uw e pnove. —_—
that it took drastic conditi ong to drive these peepde sofam—from, &, in fact,

\S
neia®Is

the first of the Ballnesq exiles wers immigrants, men and women bannihed from

Bali for #XXBKEEE alleged political offenses and violations of t adat or

Qusromasuy
traditienat law, In most cases the men had married women of higher caste,
Beginning w twelve families in 1906, the exile community reached a peak of

Beginning with

. perhaps si ty families in t d=1920's, It dollapsed in 1928 when th?/,Dutch

ended their use of exile ag a megns of social conjtrol, \B&Xjﬂx\}bst Bali ese

exiles returned tlso Bali as soon as emesty wls grAnted, othe rs\ left Sul wesi
!

during the economﬁ.c chaos which followed thé world \depression. ‘After, th

second wofld war énd the Indonesian Wion only four trllin\Wy extended
famlles, about twe ty linese households remained ik Parigi, The¥e descendents
of thg early exiles

r&i‘§¥{‘»{:\x§.1eé families'?;'rived in Parigi with the support and sponsorship of the

Dutch, there is 1little wofnder that they progressed
TTEATRERD  Thun
pretty much as they pleased, They set up their agricultural systems, put

wer-rit Hind,
increasing amounts of land unéer /cul tevation, preserved their rei::t‘bi-ous rituals

and traditional worldview, made a conspicuous display of offerings and held
coigr >
several [cremations, They maintained much of their gustomary law and continued
Beururiyn Fhu hermos commumi g
(a-e——mst"l“dmres:ans—d&) to speak  their—mother tongue—eat—hewme, They continned
In Spite of Hun exile Wy cantiaued Yo ldamnéy Sthongiyy wirh Basd aomet
Whon N iy Was Avcaced g QA8 UBIfTuoey s e rtsumedd aine



The Ghristians PionursS

Then in 1957, Dewa Meranggi, an aging exile, left Parigi m—-"rrs-wa.-y—fgoYBali, 11&:‘:5
He wantedsidiesems to be assured of a proper cremation when he died, On the

bus between Java and Bali he seppemedto mht next to two Christians who were
discussing emigration to Sumatra, Meranggi was animated, Why, he asked, would

they go to Sumatra an area of dry land, fanatical Moslems and emigrant Javanese,
when they could receive unlimited land and water in Parigi (and presumeably

avoid both Sumatrans and Javanese as well)? Having been thwarted rrr-thm—e%'b—

once in their attempt to gain government sponsorship to Sumatra the two men
e resnsmiananen GHRa Aeioss T dadpan T, Wy tr

were tempted, The proceeded to|Denpasar and were—tuaua-ed—éewa—a-ee-ln‘, FThey

foumol Huad
esoiwed - qo fo mﬂm\q\ MG\M\‘:"\‘G’?\ A n’wm o oAt
dectded try—Parigi,

Cf sixty Christian families waiting for passage to

couad, R dded .
Sumatra, however, only five were—uim to follow Meranggi to Pawigi Suidpeqs .

A digression is necessary at this point to explain the appearance in this story
of such an anomalous character as a Christian Balinese, TS BERER XX AR B REFY Y
PARXXEXXXRTRXERR KX FAXKBXRAAXARBERARAAXFBEE In his inimitable way Geertz has

characterized Balinese religion as

Batinua
Assuming Wer art and culture to be inseparably intertwined with her animistic

=
form of Hinduism, Dutch officials kept missionary activity in abeyancel during
the first quarter of this century, The Balinese elite, having a vested interest

in preserving the status quo, also opposed ecclesiastical Christianity claiming

that is would disturb equilibirum and peace (Vandenbosch, 33),

In 1929, however, a Chinese bookseller affiliated with the Christian Missionary
Alliance was granted permission to minister to the needs of urban chinese ( ¥
In 1931 he baptized seven Balinese (including one of the men Meranggi met on the

bus) and in 1931 he baptized 113 more, At this point &XT evangelists were

expelled from the island but Christian conversion continued (ibid)., As the

Duteh and the rajas predicted, things then went from bad to worse, When Christins



refused to worship at irrigation temples, Hindus refused them water, When they
refused to give offerings to Sang Pertiwi, goddess of the eart, Hindus refused
them permission to bury their dead, when Christians refused to conform to village
adat (inseparable, as it is from Hindu ritual) they were forcibly driven from
their communities,
Hoping to end both conversion and the endless religious squabbles , the Dutch
gecided on a plan to move all Christian to West Bali, a sparsely inhabited area
regarded by most Hindus as ancer, or cursed, Thus, in 1939 ninety pfotestant
families were moved from central Bali to Jemberanas, to a place they called
Blimbingsari, In 1940 40 Catholic failies (everyone was getting into the act)
were moved to a nearby plot, Ultimately perhaps half the NERRIMEEXM Bali's
11,000 Christian settled in areas in the ¥KEX pioneer areas of west Bali,
It is important to note here that whereas Sulawesi was open to either Hindus or
ghristians, the circumstances mediating their departure from Bali could hardly
gmnuamm¢miﬁﬁf“
have been more diverse. In the late 1950's Hindus were still knit intolreciproécal "

fog rusw The didl net cheose
relationships wt&h family, friends, and kin, and they were not free to leave them,

o]

Rural farmers identified strongly with their villages and village adat; indeed,
few had any experience beyond this, (Even in 1974 a survey of rural household
heads in Bali, revealed that only ___ had ever lived outside the village in which

they had been born,)

Christians on the other hand, had already broken most Balinese norms, In conversion
they had rejected the gods, values, and their very identification as Balinese,

They were not only free to leave their villages but were often forced to do so,
KEXIRAT T ANA Y RX TR AT KX A MR X R R ALK S X B XX FABFATRARFAFully half of Christian

families had experience with migration, the rest had family and kin who had moved,
Most Christians, particularly those who moved to Sulawesi, had models for

migration and knew of people who had profitted from such moveds,

As individuals Christians were also quite extraordinary, Unlike other Indonesia#s

who converted en masse then grew gradually into their new cultural clothes, the



Balinese converted individually and often in the face of great antagonism, Having
already cast off an important part of their cultureg and adopted new models

for behavior they aptly characterized themselves as "open to change", Be

that as it my, as—wehavosEen there was nof great enthusiasm for the move to
Parigi, Sulawesi, it was known, had been wracked by Islamic secessionist a.ctivityj
and the district of Parigi was a complete unknown, Of the sixty families waitin

to go to Sumatra, all but five decided to wait,

The five who did venture to Parigi settled first in the TanaBoa, but.‘ becama'n‘\‘
afraid of their isolation and the threat of guerilla activity,mntmlly

they took refuge with other Christians outside of the town, When peace returned
to the area Wayan Simon wrote to his uncle and asked, Is thefe pea.ce’i7 1s there

‘ - ,‘t .
land? Is there water? The answerd wa¥ yes and Simon prepared to gB, The first
10 leanx ds I ENa
group| consisted of twenty families, then nine, mere, then forty-eight more.

GChristian—femilies—arrived, All settled in the northern areas of the Tana Boa,

a place which they called Massari, the source of gold,

%"cThese spntaneous migrants siA¥1 represented only a portion of those in west
‘Brose
Bali who were willing to move, A few preferred Sumatra or Sumbawa, but most were
3 a ? S EONOTSNUP « c.
simply unable or unwilling to migrate without some form of government suppert, wﬁ‘l
At SOHABNE By offtcils, g Those wavtedg, Continusi pentonss Ty office of ma &

the government agree ‘b transfer 100 Balinese to a point just

south of Massari, Owing to difficulties in getting transport and supplies, only
i 1N62 AVETCG I (6 T T
52 families aemtaidy moved{ But these 52 ultimately constitued the core of

a commmnity which was, within a decade, to become the most propercus cemmunity
M @PArPreTrs Lillage WAS CAVNED SHmiein)

St—560-o 1616

in the district of Parigi,

Surmbersari, the source,



same time they kept an open mind toward the indigenous populations, used Chinese
and Buginese middlement in trade, remained deferent to local sensitivities (in
eating pork, for example) and tread lightly in the minefields of government and
inter-ethnic relations, Generally they identified themselves first as Christians

then as Balinese,

In 1966 the transmigration office began to clear land 10 km south of Sumbersari

in a place called Torue, They intended the area for settlers displaced from

the Philippines, but none arrived, The Balinese had long had their eyes on this
land, and ¥K&K after waiting a year they organized a delegation consisting of

a representative group of those already present in Sulawesi, It was the task

of this group to attempt to persuade the g&E¥ governor's and transmigration

offices in Sulawesi or Parigi to sponsor the movement of a second group of Balinese,
With the support of the governors office in Sulawesi, the transmigration office
agreed to provided support and the nine delegates immediately registed 200 families
consisting primarily of family and friends, This group of 1,000 people, arrived

in Torue December 12, 1967,

Of the 200 families, only ____ were Christian upon departure, ___ converted

on the way, while _____ fmilies were and remained Hindu, Thus for the first

time, there was a substantial community of non-Christians in the Tana-Boa, Then

in December of 1969, 17 Hindu families, long-term residents of Kampung Bali, staked
out their claims to land in a wide alluvial plain called Tolai, {Bie map),

These new arrivals, together with the %overnment sponsored migrants of Torue

were to provide the nucleus for a chain reaction of in-migration which entirely
filled the Tana Boa which was to entirely fill the Tana Boa within a period of

five years,
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The coonoraeoiss, SUSoRRd QA poti sy Prsenfod ML wn fasngs Ml Asaaretsil
The—Hindus In Parigi redisecvered forgotten ceremonies and sttempted to form

an irrigation scciety after thirty years without ome,

Christisns were sleso drawn into a solidarity with their Hindu brothers, and a
oartain senstof compstition®eveloped in which Christian settlements claimed
to have truer or better Baliness drsma or agriculture. The best drama in the |
m&,% said to belgng to the Cathalics. (One of my sssistants toidome 1t was
good because no-one-kmew the stories’>- 4t seems they had been taken from the
Bible!) Christisns snd Hindus also began to veopsrate in economio endeavors
hoth groups croseing religious lines to uve Balineso worl groaps, rice mills

end middlemsn.

Ot & fine night 4w the full moon of Juns, 1973, 2,000 armed Belinese migreats
procsdded from Toladl to the bessh to "gei® & Buginese who had been cheating them,
Fortunately for him, Ambok, the Buginese, fell from his house and into the swamp
where he resained totslly submerged for the entire night,with @uly his nose remaind
above water, Mwmmwwbsubmmwmmqw

R njing Sefuea feom cenorur erinie Group

only three Balinese attempied to stop the wob - all were long terw Farigi resie
dents. The recont fmmigrants &1 regirded this as & highly successful show of Tound -

phyeiocsl strenghh,

Six months later the Hindu representative in the local parliment married the daughter
of Parigi's wost respected Hindu family, Par from closeting away the Hindu ritusl,
an was done' in the pest, the famlly havited a1l the mejor government officials
(mainly Moslems) to attend the ceremony. At this time they were given a full
axplanation of Hindu coewology, the nature of offerings, the resson for incense
and 80 on, I wyseif attended in full coresonisl regalis to lend & little anthro-
pological suthentiocity te the oscasion. - The evening ended with the first full-

scale performance of Balinese danoe aml druma for & non-Balinese audience. Tads

wasr ToEn-as fu cbvicus show of cultural strengih,



In the ten years between 1957 and 19670;‘1;:\3111. 200 Balinese familkes arrived in
(,uj Qusuma this @eaied
Sulawesi, three-quarters of them Christian, A1l Hindus settling imitiadds in
s nam cnaon ccnmutsd,Q%mms(ra\\\g {0 cenform Yo W 5
beeame—GChrstian (in—theone—exceptiona
G troTT SO0 | saoms i
hzihhnnrz-i—t—s-eems that conversion from

MU EIRER eem V
Bali-Hindu beliefs to Christianity mus-t—hﬂe—been very stressful to the’ migrants

Given ™Gv is said o L Hinda pituad € D)
simeel so much of Balinese culture midentified with thefr religious beliefs&

fosrue of muny aond Briemas, G

X\

It is my 1mprassion, however, that this was not the case, 3 a factor )
e
of self-selection was at work, Villagers who strongly disapproved of Christianity

&\ were unlikely to have moved, and extremely unlikely to have settled in Christian
o N C /

: e Oy R
‘ \c‘im\mun\_itie " or most wh o did moved 1BB1A818 acceptance, and inclusion within

their new communities was clearly more important than thedr traditional beliefs,

e

" And while one might suppose that the decision to convert would at least be
* rationalized in reliSious terms, a short survey among Christians who converted
in Sulawesi indicated that only 20% of community members gave unequivocally
/ religious reasons for having become Christian; 47% gave purely social considerations
) -- i,e, they wanted to get along with their neighbors, they went along with the

decision of a spouse, and so on,

P,

@ Thits the new arrivals choose to be like the people they interacted with the

most, the Christian Balinese; and through this decision they embarked on a lifestyle

p " fuusa quida
which was characterized by non-traditional ways of behaving, / Using asj
1Bl 1d medets oF Eneisham tehdvior based an Kmowieqa teceived an tu femdarmuneatist Pall Chuxh
4, the westernized Ghristians ;(ee-ple-e?“ north Sulawesi (the Fénah&&&&) the new
% wasd - \CEK\“C(
immigrants embarked on a | programgo pla.n?;ed changed, They jnoined GMIM - the
Minahassa Christian Church, they errected church structures and placed their

schools and clinics within Itgy. They adopted Indonesian as the language for all

official functions (including worship, which in Bali was held in the venacular)

>
Ryhcuan s nm\n\,mnq,Iunrs 5 éﬁ\f’;\ 9
TRBFXAASREXE and they began to wear "western" dress, Tkey & 0@’ & &9‘
00\
tural—practices while maintain®gt traditional work patterns where effectlve/ Most

Chouwtiamns
surprising, thed rr)a.na%ed to almost totally eliminate gambling and divorce (cherished

Balinese institutions), control the use of black magic and the belief in poisoniag;
and significantly decrease the belief in spirits and animistic practices, At the
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7 The Mass Migrants

By

Between—3957=awd 1967 conditions bearing on an evaluation of Parigi and Bali

ked completely changed, In Bali, population pressure increased, the central s
™

districts of the island had average population degs ties/&® of 750Iand more,

At least one in dwr owned no land, fully one-third of the work force was under-

employed, Whereas in the past, absolute deprivation was disguised by "shared poverty"

(ctGmertz;— 19533, the coup and countercoup of 1965 h=ds rent the fabric of
™" ’
community solidarity, poisoned reations among kinsmen and ([made it possible and

mume
Egen necessary for individuals te—mewxa who would never have considered migration

in the past.fo Mt

In Sulawesi, on the other hand, land and water were still free, and the community
was becoming increasingly well known, Relatives and friends who were doubtful
at first now had concrete evidence of the success of those who had gone before,

Additionally, in 1965 a new factor had‘ﬁeﬁh added to—the—eguation; the advent
o’
of the gred\rev&utionyin Central Sulawesi, With the introduction of hybrid

variety ricesy, immigrants found themselves able to harvest two to two and one-half

el
timey year, This not only provided increasing surpluses, but additional amounts

il
of work (Land—holders who were desperate for labor could find nonez other Balinese™
/ were busy, the local people were indifferent to the opportunities for wage work.(-’
\ : T S ot B o P
Hnﬁef‘ﬁﬁﬁmroircumatences Balinese turned their attemtion ba Bali, enjoining

s
e —

M . /‘—“" e,
and, in fact, sponsoring the immigration of kin. With the green revolution rices,-

1ndiv1duals were not "pushed" of”"pulled", but "sucked" into Central Sulawesi

as agricultural help, Arriving in Parigi, faikilies could expect to spend a
season or two on the land of a sponsor and then move to land of thir own, In /
time of harship they could usually return to their benefactor (generally a

\%okinsman) for both emotional and financial support,

e

Under these circumstances, mushrooming in-migration occurred, In 1968 and 1969

only 100 Balinese families found their was to Central Sulawesi, 300 families

arrived in 1970, and in 1971 there were 500 more, In 1972 1,500 families ==



®

an estimated 4,000 Balinese, settled in Parigi, By the end of 1972 the provincial

government decided to halt the distribution of land, in order to aiiowrormai

provide for normal population growth, In spite of government discouragement, i,
:_,W I e arount >

however, |2,000 familiss arrived in 1973 either to buy property from the locals

or squat on the land of relatives, Without provincial controls, some 8,000 prc@-

families had been expected,

In spite of an effort on the part of Christians to recruit and reserve land
mMnly for other Christians, this new wave of spontaneous migrants consisted
{ta oF WO CONUELCTEQ -
almost entirely of Hindus’whe—remined—l-}ind-a. Prier jﬂ 1970, 25% of the Hindus
arriving in Sulawesi had become Christian, In 1971, 4% of the new migrants
>
converted, and in 1972 and 1973 th¥& became a mere fraction of one percent, (For

1973 I have records of only 12 conversims among two thousand or so immigrants),

A number of factors may be cited for the decline in Christian conversion,
Historically the po&siﬁ,on of Hinduism in Indonesia had improved with the
recognition of (Bali) Hinduism as a world, and hdnce acceptable religion,
Books and publications appeared which explained the basis for Hindu ritual and &

il AT

the leadership in Bali began to defeudalize many religious practices, ﬁHindu a9
ol

teaders had also grown up in Sulawesi w{;o could direct the adaptation of a highly

Bali-specific set of beliefs 14 new sivation, Finally, the focus on Bali as

a world tourist spopt reinforced the Hindus-Balinese sense of self-importance,

But is was not only in religion that the assertion of a strong sense of-—Balinese
_identifieationrwith traditior'?\ values and behavior ce&wci‘d:-be felt, New agricultural
systems were set up in Tolai with minute attention to XKE ancient rules and
regulatiory in spite of the fact that Sulawesi was a water-surplus area which
made many of the rules &=it®e irrelevent, Irrigation temples aXse appeared for

WMVQST fecunl
the first time in Tolain the la=t of the migrant communities, Customary law

oS
was reestablished by -the-mest recent migrants as the basis for social order, ané.\

government intervention was restricted to cases of inter-group dispute, Elsewhere

Q Balinese house-style appeared, ‘Shadow plays were held for—the Tirst time, and 2

gamelan and dance troop were established Sacred hills were found, the first trance occured
aMlcling ., speils. Macicdal dedtt ENaA PoLCYLENGgsS Gxens D\ @F 3 Sudden Mumbasntc amMing Bad i nasis
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Toinavy Hu focus of Benvmwas evoni ity Wad on Tola, b-u\ G Mt ey
Altheugh one-might—expect—a kind of conservative interpretation of ethnicity
among the most recent arrivals, the'surprisiagﬂth&ng—uas that this assertion of
Balinese-ness extended into the older more established communitiesa as well,
Hind&s,in particulag were placed under considerable pressure to build irrigation
temples, improve communitiy temples and return to customary law, The economicaly
successful and politically powerful Hindus in Kampung Bali were persuaded to

durueP G

revive forgotten ceremonies, and they began to fermand irrigation society after

thirty successful years without one,

Christian were also drawn into a solidarityior perhaps competition with their

fant
Hindu brethers, In some cases Christian settlementaclalmed to have truer or

’pd M“(/"\S

betker Balinese culture as evicbnced by their draméng agrteul%are' The best Balinuoe
drama in—the—=area, for example, was said to belong to the Catholics, (One of
my assistants climed that it was good because the stories were all new -- it
seems they had been taken from the Bible,) Christians and Hindus also began to
cooperate in economic endeavors, both groups crossing religious lines to use

CW
Balinese work groups, rices mills and mlddlemenj\ Baw rua laqe tux MmoxCoudg dn

On a fine night in the full moon of June, 1973, 2,000 armed Baliense migrants ' W'\\\
proceeded from Tolai to the beach to "get" a Buginese who had been cheating them, /
i Fortunate} for him, the Buginese fell from his house and into the swamp where ke
X remained totally submerged for the entire night, Aeeerding—to—him, gggiéizzMnoe}
‘remained aboue water, Even though the consequences would have been grave if the 096

Balim se had suceeded in injuring someone from anothepbgthnlc group, only three\o

[b‘h \QW’V

attempted to stop the mob == all were long term1r651dents of Kampung Bali, The

recent immigrantbregarded this as a highly successful show of new-found phy51cal
strenghh $> T T——— o

ck Teo
She-menths—leter the Hindu representative in the local parlimanét mempied the

-~ Q& Moy T Winiaen

daughter of Parigi's most respected Hindu family, Farfrom closeting away-the

—Hin&&—ri%ua}r-as-was—dUns—in—+h&h{nsi,aihemﬂamily;inv&ded all the major gdvernmet
UﬁUu,Un“\TSd

officials (mainly Moslems) to-attend themeeremoﬁy k1r1h$—ttma—tHGY‘WBTB‘EtV‘ﬂ i

Ihom wonds Mu punalsisasm had comw Gy Suang ; foeo tu €2 Seond



Londsrt  INTEGEa N / Tstouwmusnia | /

'@mblam
Whar hoo beam dmwed mw% Mkt pie forms of adapranon, g}rgg:g‘r\
Skem at fwt (ot ket So Hm_% Qurmea o ) T be dugrersy amy
m fonr CU‘OK‘I’QQMCVUUj Ty exives wens tsolated amd Se\c- M"S\l whis
e dsrenalamn(s %@ eX\ES  wens graduasy adnuma ated to  aeal Q%-%E*“S
Rmeng Goupiom s wu Wan tyadaption of @m ldxcumaaq ' Chvspria
@ Y moecinn ¢ Madud £0n eDBUICT GO Hu—Cerreermerolarat AN 300N cmen ¢

_ oilbwcumm
% wm\ngn@\m%é v anc—H—md—ot sy B VW oy 15

Yhum, with Y G pomes GF He Moad Magnoeeess o wan am
wm)phc\r\c EsTaterunt 0 F Balmemn iR amd o Gemitesds A3amE T

bue
PR 1 grecpomaks | 6%, BTaely U Bamize fFeaniier qrowps.

=t

T miaine dwdconmn Qo Adolsuyy Simple Conauet W hidn cwd e Wxd 1C
Wncn Stoun s me Ul AdRERNeY @nd Widh ecould dNSweny

Co__ﬂo,:@mgm_—%__-gg \p@cm JJENgINaTa gRRR (Y ngﬂ g Re I wonelunusol o huihan

RN QAL W d313

WWN\@S‘% w, duden't Thae deetundam(s @{‘Qm‘\és QSSIMUA Te
be Ty U Calssy e vmpatamt gaowp T ey dxc&m vt Chauotiamns
QOBPT 16 M pasierns o} @mmm» Lmiarames \_;53‘0 mc\:m e
O‘h Gluunnam LC’Y’P.)Q.Y‘%\CY‘S Lum aga H’ Qrmg) @%M Bosuwnu

Cﬁknw be comu 86 W\W“Om\ 2 Roa NY‘L\ couyd @mﬂ,\@\m \mm,v;cao(Q
Mo H‘&(\\Hzm'\; (e { lenan \(\QQJQ Ina Tl

fl= . ifvies mr\ i l"\n30 Qe— s

v —ic VY‘\\‘N’MU "R
boncosion Glsenudh by oo adske chm\&dc%,vc&bu Gmck mau “’r\‘&d\t\cﬂa\ %PQMPS s
¢t old &;glOlO@x‘C’@/\

[ ry\ fL\_\\_\L,\CL\’\ T ¢ BAMIE pSLurxXYY S
I QA SIS T biommoe, 18- 0T Q? @i & by U@,\—@(‘ m
kL)C;’\YL NOwWy, « tu SZSasE, \Q\{\N‘(\(\»‘(\\O\L') fb.%ﬂ\j\g_m %\C/W




Ty idemnfied Mhomausnes Gos o Qusaiiacns Huen ad Badaneas

fE {?"Y\g«: S ! Ll :\ ;a:‘ \.2
S q
Ol:I

In 1866 the Tramsmigration %\C& beaam 1o clean lamnd [Susn of Swrlersans

n @ Plos Coussd Toue . Py ynitemcled &e—w—w M @
lessat (o SISO W‘L%%‘%S} W Wl Ohals : s

hoa W neied gfq amnd ;&a a &:&.’\
amd Wy -assusved %—W ms mqgmii%qd a ddugqanom @nsistum dig Ok

w% AT \s&mcnm uaiens afnd JLLL\Q\GY’LD ~upwmd M Suaweay | Yheee @un
ARERY, cupascréiuse t o s

"“\- - e

Hoasrseagminon OfFws ¢ Sm&mem ana Boux to J\&C&um\' caauexmuw

fon PAGVRS Bous
Augpart. E?gm&%&*%ﬂé& Porrruamon Wan %/\cmf\vsd ‘ana

Yhu dueqossn nsmadiarew Stamer qistered R0C fomuaen Comgisume
AlMOST QLI % Q@:m&q amd Ousmds.  Yhuy @uussed o Yquss Re\2, Q60

i fOuss

Of gy 0 fapmusen oy —— Wers Capwoniom Wpon depantuis . SritmeSe
amck Connected on Hu way, _ fosrussd s ana Mﬁ%‘“‘%&mws
n .

Forc = s oot o, Yy Qas & Su.hs:amaa\ COMPMNINY, - OF  Heprdad Ssidamg
I My Tava Boa . Yhua m

Ta Decealar of 1969 17 Hindu families frim Fasigh susd ony s &

ulmnammuvmmmcmamu %kumtmtothomthot
Parigt, They, togetier with the government sponsored migrants 2 v Soulk

Wi Ul(‘ﬁ)\w *l\\Sd \-“l Tamna BQ& \,"q \-N Ner Z&L‘Q C\X"S'

W&—%@&&Mm /‘?D’ Clﬂ’)d /C?G(7 W’u é@mg:&é%r

Lk L foredd .
L@&‘j@i 71310_‘(1}3 QU—UICK : ,’(C g\/n/\“r @p T anﬂ/’ m 4 mva—éb’{u /%OJLLL,{
o? T o

""JJ“"(’U'LQ o CCUL/*“JQLLC’ 10 2 qura 0 agsps e UTWI[L’Y{Q/
,00)91—”/n,w1 wau,buﬂ,o TR (0o /"U /](/mz Un WS
hrenttasnd .,

" Moo Migramts ‘

Be fuweur 1457 amal 1960 Me=Srkmeren conctiaome (ecumng fo rugraien

haol orprusly Chamupd. In Bali oputalion paeduwy (MeMoes ;

M QU pras GRS, Fu isiamd howy anxenags pop o/ of ?50F. arwed
e fon yownedl ng lamel . Wivuan Hu paot dbsowdl aupuyauem
lwan o(,w%uumc( (g s hansd pevensy (Gente, 9€5) | th coup amol UL s>

Q65 faol ume H falue © ﬁzyﬁw Seldtanly , e Adaone

QMONG AUAUAED Amd Masta 1T/ possi n. riicinae ~ €& meve who

oot fsen hae Conual Qoo Mugnedtan /«n{ u

Va4 Ve W)
Ol VU
oo




/%Lvu ¢ . : ‘
In @w—m%m on HZ/ oMU ﬁép’)’?@f " /ama amd Woln weu Sk 4q“ amel M
commumiy  Wap becomumg Lnenauun e kmoum . Ruouorer amol
ety Who weu doubtRU &e funot how haal Qomeuds gnpalumct of Hu

LUOCLRD gt! e lho nod 4_C/‘om [%_6@@ /«':m Ity Tt YT QRGIR0 Moo
v g, . fadls 81l bt = " A

A e 0o O,

rs ama fed on

¢ wankz. Ih oo
/I}‘_ - ALV

e RIPZ LA G 3 ™ Y/ ‘
2 7L . ] 7
1 4
X - - S == = = ar 7
5 A | [ ! e |
"

Kirerm et . -
Am Ih adcletion , ar0um \
BB A 1965 a ruy facln hadl bewn adeol to Mu tquattion, Fu aswenr
’ wm Wowaon im Cumtei Cutoues, (WiIM fy budl tanuliy 4D

@6 Mu QJ" e . ,
‘ i : hanpeot R-RY2 Komw lan, Yo Nat muy Prauoud!
pmmuqramfs Qdd NGBt o .57‘:(‘"“"”‘4 g of wawe, koot batdins

(mouaaImg Qusgel® put adebiin®( amaum(rs ‘
who btu dwpinaix Acq loloen et e /vcg f. Skmuz Balimr (e Gury

e 16ca] faoRLs (ens (m %ﬁﬁﬁbm efﬁ-cz?mn' £ (nan fuee ancuoms ramews
%%Lm knsand Hwa hemwds ‘ﬂwa:aeeztd ama, (m foct Sponsaudi g .
e ommuqraincr of Ko (With Hu PN LIAIOLUBON, INCUNOUICUD gsrﬁ‘ PP
e lad "Quond ' gudsel " Ham Suehud o Comrrad Sudeweat

Arronmg o Paaugl A Mam awdd exeat fo Spund @ few $tapane an

Fhi lamcl c-é ho Spemnsan amal. Hum move an 1o lamal of fusoum , Eh uo
. " ; - § / ] 4 - “‘, ] @

i /’/a'?dphqo he cowua akiuon s fufc%lm fo fun é‘keméaclm (gw LY

fumeanam. ) fen batn eme rierat € fonasecio @upperr .

Umeoun. Huee Cucuwmo fammes , Muthaoomung UN - Nugratem Ceaunn]

- 100 Bouasmusia fopruics peet SERTTLT C.S .
femilivs srvived dn ’68-'“'“ famlides arrived in 1970, 500 femilies—samencin |97 |

$0C mevs. [n 1902 G estinakd fouodiot o Paug

35399, W 1,500 families - perhape 4,000 Buliness - srived in-31975 BY. el 1O
hayc Hu dsmibanan GEAST o e

the end of 1972 the provineisl government decided to emd in-migration se—that

sows lond would be sveitanle for noxssl population growth, In spite of government

disocuragement 2,000 more funilies arrived in 1973 either o buy tend the

locels or squat on the land of relatives, Without provinsial controls some

8,000 families hed bsen expested.
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In the ten ysars foilowing-31997 sbout 200 hunuae families arrived in Sulswesi,

H\\Sem:.o\ Vv T @me Aot thuen patiidY”
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looking m-umm&%m
Cﬁﬂ Indonesian as the lunguage for all official functions (including worship,
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\osr ne \'mu m c‘ncm\qmq \‘h.u.n uxms

€d Hu 6NN HG nanasss Shatstion Gud,
ummxmwmwm) Fhey errvected churches, schools and

e i darnd MoK CLeguamtiSn baoy Maaam arViseatuen’ dhass .
alinice almost as soom as Mwﬁm They adopted modern agrioultursl practices
while maintaining traditionel work patterns whers effestive., Most surprising, they
menaged to alwost totally eliminate gaubling and divoroe (eherished Balinese
institutions ), cvatrol e wee of black maglic and the belief in poisvning; and
significantly W0 the bslief in epirite and aniwistic pructices. Al the sams

time they kept sn open aind townnd the indigencus populations, used Chiness and

Buginese middlemen in trede, remained deferent to local semsitivities (in
sating pork, for example) snd trsed 1ightly in the minefields of government

and dntereethnio relations,
U ierwatoy aw o, W m.p&_%.\u
Ad-of-tie Eixdus settling mmw Hasserieres, obs=quarter uf tim
mnl. beosne Christian(sAnd wnils it {/ be supposed that this conversion
oocared through evangelical effort, wfl/a;,, only 208 of the ocommunity members
gave woequivocelly religioves mm for having becows Christian: 47% gave
purely social considerations — £.0. they wanted to get along vith their
neighbors, they went eloag with the decision of & hmsbend or wife, and so on,
R Thus, thomm-inla dhdesd b bé Like the Hsople khey interacted with the
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In spite of an effort on the pert of Christisns to recruit and reserve land
mainly for other Christisns this new wave of spontanecus migrents oonsisted
almost entirely of Hindus who remsined Hindu, Prior o 1970 25 of the Hindus
arriving in Sulsweed becass Choistisns. In 1971 4% of the new migrants converted
and in 1972 and 1973 thu baoass & mere fraction of & percentage. {Yor 1973 I

have records M'wfmu oonversions smong two thousend wao‘,fﬂigrmta). What
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A nusemiex of feancns Masy ke cited e Hu dasiufe 0 Bneystan COnErSeNn &

Historically the position of Hinduiss ia Indonesia hed improved with the re-

ecognition of (Bdi) Einduiss a8 a wld.“'ﬁmo acosptable, religion, Books and
R A R

publications appsaxed which explained the besis forairdnritulandmmf:dws
ship in Bald began to defeudalive many religious prectices. Hindu lesders hed

" also grown up in Sulswesi who ooald diveot the adaptation of & highiy Bali-specifis
mtvet belisfe to & new sitoation. VF!NJ:, the foous on Bali as & world touwrist
spot reintoreed the Hmdu Balinese sense of self-importance.

Bur asserticn :
12 was not euly in religion, bowewsr, that the emergence of & stiovng sense of
i rradmg\g},

Balinsse Mmtm“ﬁm |cmm be felt, Kw miml‘harnl systens were set up in
; Huwo inspitectTiu foc T MG
Tohiwithﬂmtaaﬁmtimtotbtu&ﬁmﬂmlnuﬂmmm evan though

Sulaweod \Bs wateswpurplus ares which mskes maqy of the yules irreleveat.
Irrigetion tenples W@:@m Customary law was Ie-

|mx\uefﬂn(ﬂ‘
established by the migrenis es the basis forw;d.tlomrudmmemtm
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Ma only in cases of interegroup dispate, A Balinese house-style appeared,

shadow plays were beld tor the firvet time, & gmelan and dunse troop were esta~
Saend, WD Ges Fouund

bidshed, the first trence cocurred, Omsbling, evells, wagicsl deaths ard poison-
Mwmﬂlafuqﬁm‘mﬂtmmmﬁms. '

Mithe
was One might WETL mxpsct this smong new migrants the swprising thing wes

that this assertion of Balinese-ness extended al30 into the elder more established
wesh -
communiticsd’ Hivdudo iy partisuiey were placed widsr considerible pressure %o

tadld lreigation tesgles, jepeove ocmmmity tesgles snd retwrn 1o customary law,
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The point is that whether we label the phenomenon reference group bshavioqg
erientation, elite emulation, or Brown's law, people generally have a propensity
to orient themselves toward those, who for whatever reason, they perceive as
superior -- people who have something they want. This may mean that individuals
emulate the behavior of people in power, or it may mean simply that they
adjust their actions to gain the approval of those with whom they commonly
interact. I say "generally" because if people are excluded or unrewarded
resentment and frustration are common and structural opposition often appears.
(You can see that I'm not too partial to the notion that people wear green
and blue hats for the purposes of identification alone. I tend to see identification
itself as a largely political act -- political, that is,in the widest sense
of the term). In my view, it follows from these general remarks that when
expanding opportunities exist, homogenization occurs; when opportunities
became (ncreasingly pranoumasd |
close down, interest groups (which may be ethnic groups) appear; each

emphasizing its distinctiveness and its claim to a Tlarger share of a lTimited pie.

QX\\E$
In Parigi the Balinese;depended for their welfare entirely on

the Dutch. The indigenous aristocracy had been subordinated to colonial

fwelve famivies
rule the year before the first exiles arrived. But the Dutch actively
discouraged the Westernization of "native® peoples and this applied particularly
to the Balinese whose ritual and culture they admired and wanted to preserve.
Thus, the Balinese were precluded from emulating Dutch behavior and flattered
into thinking it was all for the best. They were hardly inclined to imitate
the Tocals for whom they had 1ittle respect. Under these circumstances, as

I have mentioned, they progressed pretty much as they pleased. In spite of

the fact they were exiles, they empahsized the fact they were Balinese.

. ( o
As most exiles retqped home, however, those who remained became
more and more dependent on the locals for labor, markets, spouses, and even

friends. Increased interaction meant that the Kaili became a salient

reference group, and over the years there was gradual assimilation to Kaili
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ways. Total absorbtion was no doubt prevented, in part, by the fact that
the Balinese continued to view themselves as not only economically, but

culturally superior.

The Christians were already marginal to mainstream Balinese
culture when they arrived in Sulawesi and they had gained this distinctiveness
at considerable expense. Under these circumstances they used as their
frame of reference -- not Hindus whose religious beliefs they regarded as
inferior -- but an idealized Indonesia@éhristian model, one which they
attributed to the Menadoese. They also self-consciously extended networks
of mutual help to Christians rather than Hindu-Balinese. Hindus who moved
into Christian communities changed their identification virtually overnight,
choosing to conform to the concrete expectations of their neighbors rather
than the abstract principles which bound them to the religion of their

ancestors.

When the influx of migrants reached a critical point, traditional
farmers found themselves moving so rapidly that a]]}ggtt1ers in # new areas
tended to be recent immigrants. In ear]iet days, newcomers were handicapped
by a lack of knowledge about the new 1and€;;5d people with new rules; but
among the Tater Balinese, people who valued their heritage and were culture-
proud, recent arrivals had a special status because they were nearer to, or
more aware of, the "real" culture at home. (They also had relatively few
opportunities to learn new ways, isolated as they were). Throughout the
older migrant area people scurried about seeking newcomers who knew about
priest% duties, temple measurements, correct times for planting and the like.

Instant authorities were quickly displaced as new immigrants arrived with

the very last word.

Finally, since a part of the superiority of all preceeding groups

had been dependent on their identity as "Balinese", old timers were under
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considerable pressure to shape up or suffer a loss of respect. As I have
suggested, Christians and Hindus alike began to pay more attention to outward
displays of Balinese-ness in order to maintain their identity and prestige

in the eyes of both locals and other Balinese.

But what has all this got to do with Budiman, Bartels and Brown's
Law? Because the Balinese are chaging in ways that are both 1ike us and
not Tike us, it is relatively easy to be dispassionate about their adaptation.
(It is rather harder to be correctf) %;; I hope I have argued persuasively
that despite the variation in the forms of Balinese adaptation over time,

a few principles are regularly involved. Groups are defined as superior and

inferior and behavior change is generally in the direction of the first.

The parallel within the wider Indonesian context should now be
relatively clear. Budiman is right, Indonesia's economy is, in fact,
dependent and growing more so and not less. It is dependent both for its
material resources and technocratic values on countries in the West.

Under these circumstances it is hardly surprising that not only the values
but the cultures of the materailly superior societies are widely imitated,
especially ig/the cities where there iE%not only more information, but more
aspirationé?for and access to material goods as well.

. )
o —__— — .
s‘Indones1a's countryside is dependent on her cities; ig=turm; and

hence the values to be imitated flow, for the most part, from the "culturally
superior" to the "culturally inferior" and not the other way around. There
is a metropolitan superculture and it is undeniably reaching out and homo-
genizing the countryside. Children in Indonesian schools sing songs selected
in Jakarta, to tunesfamiliar in the U.S. They read comic books, ride

motor cycles and wear Western dress. It is not just the Ambonese who believe
that imitation of Westerners -- or any other elite -- provides them with

the keys to their powers. We all believe it, and the conviction, to my mind,

rests on a sound psychological base.
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But surely some diehard will suggest that a people cannot abandon

wholesale the values and traditions which have guided them through the years.

I hope this is true and, in fact, I can think of some evidence that it might

be the case; but for me this world-view suffered a near fatal blow with the
conversion of the Hindus to Christianity. My notes to myself upon departure

say: investigate the irreducible core of what it means to be Balinese. What

an innocent. Converts abandoned their offerings, their rituals, their caste,

and their sense of place. A1l with 1ittle noticable effect on their psyches

or identitites. What I am suggesting is that there is not core, however sacred,

which cannot be sacrificed if the price is right; and often the price is right.

In theory the re-traditionalization of Parigi provides a hope.
But I think it is an illusory case. Admittedly, if any tradition could survive
it should be that of the chauvenistic and fiercely culture-proud Balinese;
and for one brief moment the traditionalists in Tolai were sufficiently isolated
and numerous to exert tremendous influence on the direction of community
growth, But the road is now in, the radios have arrived, the children are
going to Indonesian schools and they are partaking of a rationalized and

universalized form of their formerly location-specific religion.

On Independence day of 1973 a confederation of long-term and recently
arrived Balinese youth staged a drama which gathered a crowd from throughout
the Parigi plain. When the lovely heroine and her handsome suitor entered
the Puri (or palace) they abruptly switched from the Tow Balinese language
to Indonesian. Why not the high Balinese language? Well, they admitted,
the youngsters from Pakigi had never heaw palace Balinese and they'd be
embarassed to use the language improperly. Besides, they said, caste differ-
ences in language were feudal and not -- I have this in my notes -- and not

really Balinese.

The point I want to leave behind, however, is not just that tradition
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"is disappearing, and fast" (Brown, circa 1976); but that we might not want
it any other way. If I am right, homogenization implies that people not only
believein and aspire to a richer and better 1ife, but that they think they
can get it. Increased structural opposition may well set in, but this will,
in my view, not be an unmitigated blessing. What it will signal is the fact
that the Western belief in "mental enlightenment through material progress"
has failed. Some will, of course, applaud; but my own view, which will be
considered atavistic by many, is that human welfare is unlikely to be advanced
by any other means. There are alternate routes to material development, but
none of them will leave the fundamental structure of traditional societies

in tact.

"So friends," Brown writes, "I remain unconvinced. I think it is
all disappearing before our very eyes while we diddle around with nuclear
themes, inner melodies, overlapping cycles and gong exchanges." I agree with
Brown, It is all disappearing -~ well, perhaps not all, or at least not in
our Tifetimes; but it is disappearing and fast. I also agree with Brown that
it's sad. But the alternative to being caught up in this stream is to be
left behind, and unlike Brown I fear that this might be just as bad if not

worse.

So what is modern Indonesia culture? If we were to look at it
dispassionately, would we not have to admit that we were seeing more and

more of ourselves?
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Nearly-one-half come from Badung alone. Three districts in Bali are

entirely unrepresented.
rh‘i,\j‘"t( ‘:?
Bali consists of eight administrative districts which correspond

mMouE

to feudal kingdoms which persisted well into this century (See Figure

&1, next page). In order of their population density, these districts

include:
District 1971 Pop km2 People/km2
*1. Badung 410,212 542 755
2, Gianyar 276,469 368 751
5. Elasdioany 138,962 315 51
4. Tabanan 336,180 851 394
5. Buleleng 413,319 1,320 312
6. Karangasem 267,231 860 310
7. Bangli 139,949 520 269
8. Jembrana 176,398 841 209

* Badung includes Bali's main administrative center, Denpasar,
a city with a population of approximately 100,000.

(Statistics, Kantor Transmigrasi, Denpasar)

If migrants were selected at random from Bali, the relative size

of the sending area should be a major factor in determining the number
. h u ot TSN INIG &

of migrants from each area. The fallacy of this approach can be seen

{ ﬂ'\ﬁ“lu,‘lxﬂ'\‘.}VE G C

when comparing the percentage of Balinese in each district with the

percentage of migrants from that area.



@ Yeh Enbang

FIGURE 8.1

ADMINISTRAT IVE DISTRICTS
IN BALI (Underlined)

Source: Swellengrebel,

BULELENG

Pora Lutur X

TABANAN

°
Kobuta bivan

o
Vg
-~ x +
f}’ Ly £ -+~
| SIS ¥

%

LY KARANGASE

P i \NGASEM
5 - Kt ——
\iz-

S N N7

“IIN IS

GUI NG BATLIKAU (1

GUHNULG AGUNG

®WL 0 Clde

KLUNGKUNG

\

MuUSA PENIDA

W .



250

Balinese districts by size % total pop % in migrant pop
1. Buleleng 19.1 10.4
2. Badung 19.0 ‘ 46.8
3. Tabanan 15.6 16.4
4. Gianyar 12.8 2.9
5. Karangasem , 12.4 0.0
6. Jembrana 8.2 21.4
s Bangli 6.5 0.1
8. Klungkung 6.4 0.0

As the figures above indicate, migrants do tend to be from larger
districts, and they are particularly apt to come from Badung -- the

district of Bali's main urban center Denpasar. But relative frequency

tat Mama T -Saven Qaressny 6 f Migran s coyen
does not account for the reason xizy four of Bali's dlstrlcts, Gianyar,
LY‘: wm ;{«Z we of ewants AVSTOLCR S ) wOive Y 1Y% digste 'x), nux M COnTetguleEd py ﬁu_‘\‘\«‘&

Karangasem, Bangli, and Klungkung, with 38% of Bali's population, con-
noe muwommnis af all
tributel only 3% of the migrants to Parigi. Because of this discrepancy,

size alone seems a minimally satisfying predictorz;of migration.

Population density as a factor in out-migration is no more illu-
minating. - Two of the areas with the highest population densities in Bali,
Gianyar (751 people/km2) and Klungkung (441 people/km2), afe almost
entirely unrepresented in the Sulawesi sample, while Jembrana (209
pgople/kmz), the least densely populafed district in Bali, is the second

largest contributor to the migrant population.

A third factor, general economic prosperity within the wvarious
regions might also be proposed as a reason for selective out-migration.

Unfortunately statistics are not available ranking per—capita income or
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regional productivity. There is a general consensus, however, that
Tabanan and rural Badung are relatively prosperous thle Karangasem and
Bangli are economically depressed. Yet, nearly two-thirds of the éample
comes from these apparently prosperous d%stricts, while only one f;mily

was recruited from either Karangasem-o¥ Bangliuf Ttu ooocex Qcsag

The issue of selectivity and out-migration is further complicated
by the'Transmigration Depaftment statistics on migration from Bali as
a whole. During the first five year plan, 1969-1974, 60,533 Balinese
received official permission to migrate. Of these, one-tenth, 6,654,
registered to go to Parigi. (ﬂost of the migrants who actually registered
hoped to get support, in whole or part. Not all migrants registered

although they were legally required to do so.) Gy
e

Among those who did register, there was a five-fold difference in
the number of migrants per 100,000 inhabitants between the districts of
lowest and highest out-migration.

District by amount of oﬁt— # of # per %z of 7% in Sul
migration/100,000 people migrants 100,000 total sample

1. Karangasem 15,704 5876% 26.0 0.0
2. Jembrana 10,704 5835 17.0 21.4
3. Tabanan 10,876 3235 18.0 16.4
4. Klungkung ; 4,886 3516 8.1 0.0
5. Bandung 8,560 2086 14.1 46.8
6. Bangli 2,856 2042 4.7 0.0
7. Gianyar 3,371 1219 5.6 2.9
8. Buleleng 3,986 964 6.5 10.4
T x This figure is inflated by the resettlement of refugees from the

1963 eruption of the Gunung Agung.



Note that two of the four areas of heaviest out-mlgratlon sent no one
to Parigi whlle the area of greatest impact, Badung, is not conspicuous
for either its absolute number of out-migrants or rate per 100,000

population.

Thefe—is;-bewever"yet énother hypothesis about—thereasenSulawesi
YN Y '“ 0 {
draws—en spec1f1c‘send1ng areas£3oﬁe proposed by the Ballnese If a

migrant in Parigi is asked to account for the absence of individuals from
Karangasem, Bangli, Gianyar and Klungkung, he will almost invariably
state that it is because these four areas are "still feudal," implying
that residents there find it difficult to break with custom and kin

in these areas.

The Balinese heartland consisting of Klungkung, Gianyar and to a
lesser extent Karangasem, is, in fact, an area of ancient kingdoms which
maintained their nobility well into the 1900's. Jembrana and Buleleng,
on the other hand, fell under Dutch administration before the turn of
the century. Corresponding, in part, to the strength of the nobility,
the high Balinese lénguage and the complicated traditions of respect
are most carefully observed in Karangasem, strongly cultivated in Gianyar
and Klungkung, rapidly fading in Badung, Tabanan and Buleleng, and

y
nearly extinct in Jembrana.&™

.( The effect of all this, the Balinese claim, is to knit the farmers

of Gianyar and Klungkung into a network of feudal relationships and
{_',
family responsibilities which preclude the possibility of migration. &%



X

\& we disregard the high out-migration rates from Karangasem (a direct

result of displacement caused by the explosion of the Gunung Agung in
1963), there is some slight staéisticai evidence for this view. In the
"feudal" areas of Klungkung and Gianyar, out-migration averaged 1657 per
100,000 people between 1969 and 1974. In the changing areas of Badgng
and Tabanan, the rate was 2,603 per 100,000 and in the negiféﬁﬁal area
of Jembrana the rate was a remarkable 5,835 migran&s per 100,000 inhabi-
tants. (ﬁnfortunately in the supposed less- feudal region of-Buleleng

the out-migration rate was the lowest in Bali, a mere 964 migrants per

(6% L Q0O (0 NAkNTY ‘.:\‘\IS‘? '

If we change our focus from Bali to Sulawesi, however, the picture
(oL Glatann 2 Simdpec amnd ares !
becomes somewhzt clearer/ Of the 959 families surveyed in Parigi,

ninety-seven percent came from four districts -- Badung, Jembrana, Tabanan
)8

&y
fur

and Buleleng; and fully one-third of the migrant sample was drawn from

four of Bali's presumed 10,000 village clusters {éeectz ).
Village District # of Cases
1. Jagaraga/Sawan Buleleng 73
2. Sangeh/Gerana Badung 87
3. Blimgbingsari Jembrana 104
4, Carangsari Badung 60

324

o)



It is no coincidence that as early as 1957 these four villages were

already represented among the twenty-seven Balinese families in Parigi.

Place Rrasr—fore—fouv.  Gnaecthion Paie 6f
ATCINS )
1. Jagaraga/Sawan Area of origin for the Parigi
exiles 1907
2. Sangeh/Gerana Sidiwara's Homevown of cne Of Parigy's 1952
MEST acnve Hhindua (‘m)i(&"\lftdﬂ"b .
3. Blimbingsari Christian community in %\%‘tp‘b&u}%&m
Departure point for s
group— To MOUE o Guattal Sulaues , 1957
. o S wWumng Onevstian
4. Carangsari Area of origin for Made-Weco .
who later led the largest groups
A=t Bt .
of Christians o Brias (e AT 1957

o ET) atmaeDens NN Boeh e
0f the twenty-seven Balinese-families in Parigi at-the-time; ninme—Were

from Buleleng, six from Tabanan, f.ive from Jembrana and four from Badung.
In other words, by 1957 the four major sending areas were already'
represented in Parigi». The three areas sending no migrants bad no repre-
sentatives there. Clearly, looking from Parigi, the best possible

predictor of who follows is who has gone before.
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Unfortunately the nine, six, five and four families add up to only
twenty-four. The three remaining families in Parigi provide the excep-
tional case and open another dimension in this issue. Among those in
0
Parigi %8?1957 were three high-caste familiesa Gusti-Arka; the-man-he

attraeted to-marry-his—sister, Gusti—TFfenik; and Tjenik'sfather; Gusti-
Gerbag; all fremGianyar. This potential line of recruitment eventually
led to the arrival of about twenty related families, but it never expanded
‘into the kind of mushrooming in-migration we observed in all other dis-

tricts. This may be merely a matter of chance, for in small populations

any small group can disappear.

It is noteworthy, however, that these three families from Gianyar
were the only triwangsa (high caste) families among the early Balinese
in Parigi. Since very few high caste individuals migrated (less than
5% of the survey sample), and since networks were drawn along caste as
well as regional lines, it is possible that the pool of people these
Gusti families were able to influence was too small to set in motion the

accelerating process of chain-migration.



100,000 inhabitants.

For this reason I conclude that there is a founder principle, rather
than a feudal policy at work. The founder principle as a determinant
factor in the evolution of isolated biclogical populations is well under-
stood. Based on chance alone certain physical or cultural characteristics
of a population are carried to a new area while others are left behind.

If the population is small enough, even those features initially repre-

sented may die out, frequently enough by chance.

Similarly, among migrants the original settlers may be gathered by
a series of idiosyncratic events; in this case by exile, personal jeo-
pardy, religious persecution and the like. Once in place, however, the
early migrants generate chains of in-migration along predictable pre-
established lines. The failure of the Gianyar families to establish
themselves in a substantial way, as well as the extinction of all of the

other high-caste families in Parigi alerts us to the fragile and perhaps

unpredictable nature of small populations before they are well established.

The issues raised in a consideration of areas of origin call atten-
tion to the need to complement survey material with a detailed under-
Standing of the idiosyncracies and coincidences of the early migration
process. Without this it is almost inevitable that the researcher will
genérate a series of spurious conclusions about lines of causality in the

general migration pattern.

Religion

A variable which illustrates both the founder principle and selective
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Aggregate statistics cannot weight or assign priorities to individual
variation,idiosyncratic experience, coincidence, or historical process.
The computer does not make cuts in the data, discuss thresholds or sense
trends. The researcher alone is responsible for such decisions and must
do so on the basis of detailed knowledge of the variables at work. As
the preceeding chapter indicates, aggregate statistics without basic
information about idiosyncratic factors and the historical setting would

be not only colorless but misleading.



L. Ganre\s
2 Edrelured

Pomel TIT 3. Curaminenasm
Modusenizing Ty Nanon: Yhy Exemplany Ceafer.  Sondueyed

l. Thu Issw of Modussnizarion asmang Mustims in Indonua
from & Porncipants pawvnt of Uiewd
Nurchoiish Mediid

9. Yh Tecnmocrars ldeslogy of Mackusenidg
Joahm J. Mac Douaal

3. W\\s'\m Modunsaizanan:. th Structuumng of Economic
Inisuers vn Indonesia

Duwignt Y. Kusney

4. Modumnizanam , Deugloprmumnt amd De pendwacy @ A Crinqua
On Thu preamnt Modas ot Tndonuasam Developmasn
Arigt Budirmonn

Cormpmmts *

Disscussamt: Doaatack. flaepe Patres Donald K. Eramuxrson

3. South Sulawess ; Agpuesrs of Idwrnmivy
Clank E . Curarurng Naren

1“, fouiciams amd Maaiciams . Fowen , adouenee strefeqie s
amo Syneremiem in ¥u Gsatralr Moluceas
Dicler Boxrtels

PUUL%LMA Modesmizen 1 Encoumters
ru a\ons.

8.1, Techomocrsts v A Muplim Socieny . Sumisoric Covarenumnity 10 Achuk
Sruant R . Schleqe

+

Thu
I

2.2. Traginon or Non-Taditian - Bdar, Isleen gend \ocal Cemntro)

on \Lereruno
Judith L. Ecxluend.

Modean 2 Trdovnsotan 7 Ouatrune
= Edwond M. Brumay

Pome TV :



Gd (7) |
‘Discussion A |
¥hat we have just covered is sn example of chenge in the pattern of adaptation
under certain highly specialised conditione. It is importsnt to keep in mimd,
1) that the Balinese regarded nsusaly o ss. culturally superior to the
surrownding population; and .
2) that they were migrants moving into a frontier area where they were not
yat iu sericus ccspetition for resources and prestige.
Holding these pareselers scnstant it is possible Lo observe many fastors affeoting
Balinsse sijustment, Here I wish only to oomeent on sdaptetion as it is affested by
two verisbles; the degres of commitssnt 40 Balinese idsntity and the degree of
interaction with Bali and Balinees. |

The Balinese exiles shared & commson ccemitment to thelr Balinese heritage
partly through their contaspt for leesl custom (e feeling which was nol unro-
esiprovated). With & ocsswnity of Mt'icdmt sise and autonomy they were able 1o
sedntain their treditional prestices and beliefs, bubt woen the oommsunity slise
fell they were forowl to intersst axbensively with the locel population and
gradually adapted themselves o indigenous customs,

The Christians were siresdy warginal to mainstresm Balinese culture when they
arrived in Saleweri; ia addition they chose to affiliate themselves with other
Christisns rather then Belinese -— especially at first, In the late '60's thay
sppeared to be moviag in the direotion of & new collective ideatity, first as
Christians and second as Indonesisns. Hindus who moved inte Massuri adapted to
their primsivy ccmssuity of intersotion by becoming Coristiens themselves.

Only when the govermesnt moved an entire group it. m did the requisite canmn-
ity of iutermction sguin exist for Himdu growth., Among the goverusent sponsored
migrents in 1967, 70%, 140 femilies, were Hindu, Their presence atirscted the
reclusive Hindus fyvm Pariglh down luto the virgln jungles of Tolai and sstablished
the besis for the mushroaaing in-migraticn we have megticwcaed.



ap (8;

Rapid in-migration means that the recelving commpity is that of like-minded
recent migrants. Under these circumstances Lreditionsl patterns ean be used %o
obtain power and prestigs. This is perticulerly true in a plonser ares whers
there are no dosinant populaticn groups to influence the new argivale, So
rapid was the im~migration of 1972.73 that the resent migrents formed & suppord
system nearly unto themselves, '

Alse in a soolety whioh valuse ite heritage, new arrivels have a specisl status
Eyhommmrtnwmmmotm rsel? sultore ab homs, Throughout the
wigrant sree people seurried to fird newocwers who ke sbout prlests duties,
temple messurements, correct times for planting and 80 forth, Instant authomw
ities were auiskly displaced as someons else arrived with the last word.

ammmammm:mwmmmmdmmumum
of oid settlews with new swivale, Harginel Christians came to have a strong
Baliness identity &s strostural opposition beightensd feslings af ethnioity
smong neighboring groups., These forses taken together with the rather universel
sense of oultural supsriorily asong eil Baliness have tamporerily moméd the
trend toward gradusl assimilation to local andfor Indonesian lifestyles and

worldviews.

This is not bad, What I have ealied “traditionsl® Balinese babavior is not
regressive, on the svntrary the Baliosse are resavicably adaptive and resilismt.
They see their culture 28 superior beesuse in many weys it is. What will be
interesting to #es now is whether the forves of idemtificstion and intsractica
will be sufficlient to unite all Balinese into one community with a single sourse
of developmenti or ﬁi;othor after this flarry of optimistic activity the various
groups will parsus distinetive methods of adjustment and sdaptation, At the
mnﬁlwoummmmmmﬂmtmfm-alwmdoohuiumw
emphasising Balinsseness as & uniting fovoe, I suspect the die=hard Indonssian-
or Christian orientsd migrants will persist, but that they, like poor old Ambok

will heve all they oan do¢ Lo keep theiyr noses above water,
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