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From Rwanda to Bosnia, Sudan to 

Kosovo, Liberia to Sri Lanka, the 

critical importance of ensuring the 

realisationƻŦ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

to housing and property restitution 

has become increasingly 

recognised.

OHCHR- March 2007

мл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ 
is registered. The remaining 90 
percent is undocumented and 
informally administered, which 

makes it susceptible to land 
grabbing, expropriation without 

fair compensation, and 
corruption. Again, these 

consequences fall hardest on 
women farmers who are often 
the only breadwinners in their 

families.

The World Bank - July 2013

82.4 million people have 
been forced to flee their 
homes due to wars and 
global weather crisis. 

UNHCR- February 2022

2 billion peopleτover a 
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

populationτlack a 
fundamental human right: 

the right to property.

New America- February 2022

6.5 million refugees have fled Ukraine since the start of hostilities by Russia.

UNHCR- February 2022

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/pinheiro_principles.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2013/07/22/securing-africa-s-land-for-shared-prosperity
https://www.unhcr.ca/in-canada/refugee-statistics/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-land-housing/about/
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine


TheProblem
Housing, land, and property rights form the basis of any society. 
The ownership of property has historically been a tool for 
wealth building and the control of power and additional 
resources.

Insecure land rights also keep communities from mitigating and 
adapting to the impacts of climate change. These issues often 
stem, in part, from a lack of verifiable and secure ownership 
documents, inaccurate maps, and the inability of government 
agencies to record and defend property rights.

New America- February 2022

https://www.newamerica.org/future-land-housing/topics/land-rights-and-technology/
https://www.newamerica.org/future-land-housing/about/


The Opportunity
Worldwide, billions of people cannot access the most basic 
benefits of property rights due to a lack of ownership 
documents, inaccurate maps, and ineffective government 
agencies to defend tenure security. Modern technology can 
greatly simplify the recording and defending of property rights 
at scale, yet these tools are not being properly utilized. 

Tech innovators often misunderstand the policies, politics, and 
societies that their solutions must operate within, while 
government officials are often unaware or skeptical of 
available tools

New America- February 2022

https://www.newamerica.org/future-land-housing/about/


άLƴ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǿŀȅ ȅŜǎΣ ώƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜϐΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 

of a claim to an authority to be private. But what we're seeing is that 

you don't get that because it's not in place yet. If there was a trusted 

digital platform that a refugee could engage to say, okay, I'm going to 

make my claim, I'm going to upload my evidence, including who I am, 

where I am, what exactly my evidence is and all these other people that 

will attest to me - we need that!"

So, if you're unsure about having your data being divulged to one's 

enemies, then just keep it on your phone for now, but do gather it, do 

interview grandma before she passes away so she can give you the 

whole history of occupation of your land, and it could be corroborated -

just keep it on your phoneΦέ

Dr. John Unruh- McGill University

https://www.thedecentralists.com/995260/9518232-episode-10-why-decentralization-matters-a-conversation-with-transitional-justice-analyst-dr-jon-unruh


People are forced to rely on third party web services as identity brokers 
for our connections and to store our personal data.

Mary Bob

TheProblemof Connecting online

Mary Bob



Figure 1: Interconnections between networks in Russia (red nodes) and other networks either inside or outside 
Russia. Networks outside Russia are blue nodes. Tier1 networks are green nodes.

RIPE Labs

Example - How can a 
government control 
the Internet?

This graphic shows Internet connections in Russia. The red and bluenodes 

represent internal connections between Russian citizens. The greenTier 1 access 

nodes represent connections to the Internet outside Russia. Internet access to any 

public website can be controlled by operators of the red or bluenodes, who can 

explicitly block lookups of its DNS name, access to its IP address or network, or both.

ω Access to the Internet outside Russia could be completely disabled by 

disconnecting the Tier 1 greennodes.

ω All metadata and public posts by Russian users of red and bluenodes are 

effectively in the hands of the Russian government and susceptible to 

identification and intimidation.

ω VPNs are often used to circumvent access restrictions imposed by Russian 

authorities, but VPNs are centralized and easily victim to network surveillance, 

subscriber requests, or bribery as they aggregate many users with similar anti-

censorship objectives.

ω Ironically, using a VPN increases a users attack surface, creating a high-value 

target that explicitly collects information about the activities of its users.

wǳǎǎƛŀ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ- WIRED

Third party web services are easily controlled 
or disabled 


