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Key Messages of WDR2023: More Recipients' Angles



Two WDRs: 1995 and 2023
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How Migration & Development Issues Have Evolved

• Main messages in WDR 1995 were:
– A more market-driven and integrated world for 

workers.
– Global integration holds out the prospect of 

tremendous future gains for the world's work force
– Sound domestic and international policies are 

indispensable to avoid and correct market failures, to 
invest in people, to react downward shocks, and to 
defend the rights of the most vulnerable workers.

• Its focus mainly lied in policies in developing countries 
which are more likely to be labor sending countries.

4

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/b8ccedde-0673-571e-a599-31313432fffe


How Migration & Development Issues Have Evolved

• 1995: There were some migrants' sending countries ahead in 
migration promotion and protection policies while some 
countries were yet to exercise them (Amjad ed. 1989; 
Gunatilleke ed. 1986; UNESCAP 1987).
– Pioneering Countries: Pakistan, the Philippines, South Korea, etc.
– Catching-up Countries: Bangladesh, Indonesia, Thailand, etc.

• 2023: There are some migrants' receiving countries ahead in 
mobilization and synergy-producing policies while some 
countries are yet to exercise them.
– Pioneering Countries: Australia, Canada, Germany, etc. 
– Catching-up Countries: Japan and some East Asian countries
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WDR2023 is Meaningful for the Japanese More Than Ever

• Aging and a decline in birth rate in Japan.
• Japan should accommodate diversity more to be globally 

dynamic.
– In the 21st century, people still face completely new affairs such 

as COVID-19 pandemic and Russia's invasion to Ukraine.
– A male-senior people centric political-economic-social 

structure does not suit dynamic changes.
I am also among male-senior people.

– The city I live, Beppu, Oita Prefecture, Japan, is full of tourists, 
international students, and people with non-Japan nationality.
Even Beppu has challenges to accommodate people with non-

Japan nationality better.
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