
Figure 1.4 The Match and Motive Matrix combines the perspectives of labor economics and 
international law to distinguish between four types of movements

Source: WDR 2023 team.
Note:  Match refers to the degree to which a migrant’s skills and related attributes meet the demand in the destination  
country. Motive refers to the circumstances under which a person moves—whether in search of opportunity or because of a 
“well-founded fear” of persecution, armed conflict, or violence in their origin country.

Many economic
migrants

Refugees with
skills in demand

at destination

Distressed 
migrants,

mainly 
irregular

Many refugees

Stronger
match

MATCH

Weaker
match

Opportunity
at destination

Fear 
at origin

MOTIVE

Benefits exceed costs

Costs exceed benefits

Choice whether
to accept

Obligation 
to host

Syrian
entrepreneur
refugees in

Türkiye

Bangladeshi
workers in the

United Arab
Emirates

Undocumented
Albanian migrant

caring for an
 elderly Italian person 

Indian engineers
in Silicon Valley

Some poorly 
skilled migrants 

at the US
southern border

Rohingya
(Forcibly Displaced 

Myanmar Nationals), who 
are not allowed to work 

in Bangladesh

Unaccompanied
refugee minors in

Ethiopia


