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How much value do home visits add?

Home visits in which a trained counsellor offers parents information about ways
to stimulate their children’s cognitive and social-emotional development — often
through demonstration — have been evaluated through many randomized
controlled trials around the world (see this brief for a summary of SIEF-funded
evaluations of these programs). They tend to be expensive, though, and one may
wonder whether a lighter version of the program could be added to social safety
nets already targeting poor populations. A SIEF-funded evaluation in rural
Burkina Faso built this test into its experimental design, and results were recently
published in a World Bank working_paper. In the study, there were four
experimental groups: one set of households that received a quarterly
unconditional cash transfer; one that received this transfer plus government-run
meetings in which social workers provided information to groups of 25-30
mothers, focused on child health and psycho-social development; one that
received the transfer, the meetings, and home visits twice a month during which
the social workers reinforced the information in the meetings; and a control
group. Results suggest that 15 months later, the households that received all
three interventions reported fewer pregnancies and were more likely to have
been assisted by a medical professional during their last birth, compared to the
control group. Neither the cash nor the cash-information-meeting combination
generated these effects. While both the cash-only and full combination arms
exhibited improvements in children’s arm circumference compared to the control
group, there were no other anthropometric gains. These two arms also generated
increases in school enrolment and school completion. No treatment arm
improved measures of overall measures of early cognitive and social-emotional
skills.

Learn something new in the new year

Does your New Year resolution involve learning something new? It should! And
SIEF is a good place to learn about impact evaluation, costing, and evidence
aggregation. The Impact Evaluation in Practice textbook has been downloaded
close to half a million times, thousands have enrolled in our MOOC. Our cost
measurement page hosts guidance on costing and the use of costing tools, while
our website devoted to the IDEAL RCT library that is in development hosts all
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training_materials used to prepare coders to extract consistent information from
randomized controlled trials that can be standardized and aggregated.
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