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In many contexts around the world, children, adolescents, and youth face enormous obstacles when it
comes to learning and skill development. War, protracted conflict, and displacement cut off regular access
to classrooms (UNICEF, 2017); they also generate toxic levels of stress that can directly impede learning
(Islam et al., 2024; Ahmad, Hussain, and Shaheen, 2020). Climate hazards and natural disasters disrupt
access to school and learning within school (Marin, Schwarz, and Sabarwal, 2024). Children with special
needs and disabilities often cannot benefit from the infrastructure, pedagogical approaches, and learning
materials offered through education systems in low- and middle-income countries (Mizunoya, Mitra, and
Yamasaki, 2018).

Since 2012, the World Bank’s Strategic Impact Evaluation Fund (SIEF) has funded six open, competitive
calls for proposals for impact evaluations in low- and middle-income countries focused on early childhood
development and nutrition, basic education, health systems, or water and sanitation. The current
portfolio has 86 evaluations spread across 42 countries, and these evaluations are a mix of government,
NGO, and researcher-implemented programs.! SIEF-funded evaluations have led to peer-reviewed
publications in respected research journals, such as Science, Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, The Lancet, the Journal of Political Economy, and the American Economic Review, and as well as
citations and profiles in mainstream media outlets, such as National Public Radio, the Economist, and the
Guardian. These evaluations have also had large policy footprints, including at national scale.

Through this current call for proposals, we will continue to build research that is both rigorous and
relevant for policy. There is scant evidence on approaches to advance learning and skill development
among vulnerable populations, such as children with special needs or disabilities, children and youth living
in situations characterized by fragility, conflict, or violence, or children and youth who have been displaced
from their homes. Likewise, while evidence from around the world does suggest that climate hazards like
excessive heat and air pollution interfere with the accumulation of human capital (Graff Zivin and Neidell,
2013; Balakrishnan and Tsaneva, 2021; Park et al., 2021; Aguilar-Gomez et al., 2022 ), there are few

1 From 2007-2012, SIEF stood for the Spanish Impact Evaluation Fund, which had a similar mandate and funded 42
completed evaluations.
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evaluations trialing approaches that can be implemented in low-resources settings to protect children and
youth from these hazards or to minimize their effects.

Continuing SIEF’s approach of matching scientifically rigorous research methods with pressing policy
challenges, the focus of this seventh call for proposals will be on:

(i) the use of technology to accelerate learning and skill development among children,
adolescents, or youth who have been displaced from their homes or who are living in contexts
characterized by fragility, violence, or conflict;

(i) the use of technology to accelerate learning and skill development among children with
special needs or disabilities;
(iii) the use of technology to understand how to protect the learning of children, adolescents, or

youth from climate hazards or decrease the sensitivity of learning to these hazards.

Technology refers to any digital technology that captures, transmits, and displays data and information
electronically and includes all devices, applications, and networking elements that allow organizations as
well as people to connect in the digital world. Technology covers any communication device or
application, encompassing smartphones, computers, and network hardware and software, as well as the
various services and applications associated with them, such as videoconferencing and distance learning,
e-books, information management systems, among other tools that facilitate communication between
users. Ed Tech, for the purposes of this call for proposals, requires that this technology be used to advance
learning and skill development, whether that happens directly through remote instruction or adaptive
instruction or indirectly by monitoring climate hazards in classrooms. That is, technology does not need
to be involved in the core activities of teaching and learning. Interventions in which technology is used to
foster inclusiveness, wellness, and climate resilience in environments that facilitate learning would also
be relevant. For this call for proposals, television and radio could be considered educational technologies,
even if their transmission is not yet digital everywhere.

SIEF will offer up to $400,000 per evaluation and expects to fund approximately 10 evaluations in this
funding round. With increasing use of cheaper forms of data collection, such as administrative data, phone
surveys or online assessments, we expect to fund many evaluations below the maximum grant size.

The rest of this note describes eligibility criteria and provides an overview of the selection criteria and the
application and screening process.

WHO AND WHAT ARE ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING
Who is eligible?

SIEF welcomes proposals from researchers within and outside the World Bank, and in the first stage of
application screening, external researchers can submit applications. Because SIEF is a Bank-executed trust
fund, however, each full (second stage) proposal must be submitted by a World Bank regular employee
who is accredited to serve as the task team leader (TTL), and the award is made to the TTL’s unit. These
task team leaders provide fiduciary oversight for SIEF funds and, at the same time, increase the likelihood
that governments engage with evaluation results. They also ensure that both intervention and evaluation
designs will deliver evidence that countries will find useful. The section on How to apply below details
how external researchers can be paired with World Bank task team leaders.


https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/impactevaluations/how-should-we-measure-climate-adaptation-

While only World Bank task team leaders can submit full proposals to SIEF, each proposal must have at
least one experienced researcher dedicated to the evaluation.? This researcher can be a current staff
member of the World Bank or can be an external researcher who will eventually be hired as an individual
(as a World Bank short-term consultant) if the proposal turns out to be successful.

No universities or research organizations or firms can participate in SIEF’s call for proposals, as it is not a
procurement process. Moreover, if a researcher collaborates with a task team leader on a proposal, any
organization, firm, or institution that also compensates that researcher will not be eligible to be
contracted as a vendor or receive any payments from the World Bank for any evaluation activities. Instead,
a vendor will be selected competitively according to World Bank procurement rules. For researchers
accustomed to applying for grants that go to their respective institutions, this is an important difference
to be aware of.

What is eligible?

SIEF only funds impact evaluations that estimate the causal impact of a policy or intervention in low- and
middle-income countries. This funding can only be directed towards evaluation activities. SIEF does not
finance the implementation of any intervention under evaluation.

SIEF requires that all evaluations that receive funding fulfill all criteria listed in Table 1.

TABLE 1 CRITERIA THAT ALL APPLICATIONS MUST MEET

If short applications and full proposals do not have all the following 13 elements, they will not be considered for
SIEF funding.

1 Causal impact All evaluation designs must aim to estimate causal impacts of an
intervention or set of interventions. These evaluations must be
quantitative studies. Although we acknowledge that qualitative
research may provide important supplementary evidence, SIEF
funds cannot be used for these kinds of analyses. Most studies in
SIEF’s current portfolio are randomized control trials. While SIEF
does consider applications with quasi-experimental designs, the
onus will be on applicants to convey that all the necessary
conditions for credible inference will be satisfied in the proposed
country context.

2 Relevance for SIEF’s core SIEF funds evaluations in four core domains: education, health,
themes early childhood development and nutrition, and water and
sanitation. For the purposes of this call for proposals, education
can include education activities targeting skills of adult learners as
long as these activities can be linked to the country’s education

system.
3 Relevance for the focus The intervention(s) under evaluation must either:
areas of the call for
proposals

2 An experienced researcher is someone who has successfully completed an impact evaluation in the past.
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(i) employ technology to advance learning and skill
development of children with special needs or
disabilities;

(ii) employ technology to advance learning and skill

development of children, adolescents, and youth who
have been displaced or are living in situations of
fragility, conflict, or violence;

(iii) use technology to understand how to protect the
learning of children, adolescents, or youth from climate
hazards or decrease the sensitivity of learning to these
hazards.

The evaluation must include an outcome measure associated with
learning and skill development, such as early childhood
development, scores on a learning assessment, social-emotional
development, school enrolment or attendance, school progression
or completion, or mental health.

4  World Bank client country

The evaluation must take place in a World Bank client country. For
a list of these countries, please see here.

5  Funding only for evaluation

SIEF funds can only finance evaluation activities — ensuring
compliance to the evaluation design, data collection, data
management and analysis, and writing and other forms of
dissemination. Funds cannot go towards implementation of the
intervention under evaluation. Intervention design would be
counted as an implementation activity, not an evaluation activity.

6 Secured funds for
implementation of
intervention

When writing the full proposal, teams should have already
secured financing for the intervention under evaluation.

7 Implementer with
experience and necessary
permits

The implementer of the intervention under evaluation should
have experience implementing the intervention— even if in a pilot
stage — when teams submit the full proposal. The implementer
should also be in a position to obtain any necessary permits and
approvals to implement the intervention in the proposed country
context.

8 Interventions with potential
for immediate scale and
affordability

Interventions under evaluation should have the potential to scale
in the country context immediately, and they should be affordable
with a country’s current expenditures. This call is not for
interventions that will take a long time to scale because of
capacity constraints.
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9 Researcher with evaluation
experience

The researcher proposed to lead the evaluation must have
successfully completed an evaluation in the past.

10 Collection of cost and
implementation fidelity data

All SIEF-funded evaluations must collect and disseminate cost data
on the intervention under evaluation using the ingredients
method. Teams must also collect data on the implementation
fidelity of interventions under evaluation. Collection of this type of
data must be included in the evaluation budget.

11 Data access

World Bank task team leaders of SIEF-funded evaluations must
submit any data collected fully or partially using SIEF funds to the
World Bank’s MicroData catalog within 6 months of data
collection. After submission, research teams can have private
access to the data for a period of two years after the end of data
collection, after which they need to make the data available for
licensed use. All data must be made publicly available within 4
years of data collection.

12 Timeline

All deliverables for evaluations funded under this call must be
submitted by April 2027. There will be no extensions.

13 Research ethics

All team members must obtain human subjects certification and
approval from either a local or university research ethics review
board before starting any evaluation activities.

While all evaluations that receive SIEF funding must fulfill the criteria listed in Table 1, SIEF will use the
criteria in Table 2 to prioritize funding.

TABLE 2 PRIORITY CRITERIA FOR ALLOCATING FUNDING

Proposals that meet any of the following 7 criteria will be given priority for funding, both on the extensive margin
(acceptance) and the intensive margin (final amount allocated). Evaluation designs that do not meet at least 3 of
these criteria will not be eligible for the maximum funding amount of $400,000.

1 Focus on poorer populations

While all projects must be in World Bank client countries, projects
that focus on particularly poor regions or groups within a country
will receive priority.

2 Validated tools for
measuring outcomes

SIEF will give preference to projects where tools used for
measurement of outcomes have been validated in that context.

3 Substantial prior experience
working on the topic and/or
in the context

SIEF will prioritize evaluations that are informed by a deep
knowledge of the opportunities and constraints around an issue in
a given country as they are likely to be more impactful. For
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example, the team may have conducted extensive pilots or
completed a different evaluation in the same setting or topic.

4  Co-funding for evaluation As SIEF funding may not be sufficient to cover the costs of many
evaluations in data-scarce environments, evaluations that already
have secured co-funding at the time of the full proposal will be
given priority.

5 Identified decision that SIEF aims to finance evaluations that answer questions that a real

depends on the evaluation (rather than hypothetical) policymaker has posed. That is, SIEF will
prioritize evaluations that will inform an already identified
decision that a policymaker has to make in the future.

6 FCDO-priority country Given that the United Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth &
Development Office is the largest contributor to SIEF, proposing to
conduct an evaluation in a FCDO-priority country will earn
increased priority during screening. These countries include the
following: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon,
Malawi, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Nigeria, West Bank and
Gaza, Pakistan, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Sudan,
Sudan, Syria, Tanzania, Uganda, Yemen, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

7 Relevance for more than Proposals testing interventions relevant for more than one focus
one focus area of the call for | area of the call for proposals will also be given preference — for
proposals example, the use of technology to provide learning continuity for

children displaced by climate-induced shocks.

HOW TO APPLY

The application process will proceed in two stages. The first stage is a short application, ideally filled out
by the researcher who will be leading the proposed evaluation. The second stage, only relevant for
applicants who successfully pass the first stage of screening, requires a full proposal that must be filled
out jointly by the lead researcher and a World Bank task team leader.

Procedure for Stage 1

In the first stage, researchers fill out a short application form. This short proposal will help us assess the
overall suitability of the evaluation design for the proposed country context and for the focus areas of the
call for proposals. We want the evaluation to be technically viable; at the same time, we want the resulting
evidence to be useful where it is produced. At this stage, researchers do not need to be matched with a
World Bank team. These short applications will be due February 10, 2025.

Procedure for Stage 2


https://forms.gle/4doNjeHHeSjAvMky8

After the first stage screening, SIEF will notify applicants about Stage 1 decisions by March 12, 2025, and
invite successful teams to submit a full proposal. These proposals will be due April 9, 2025. SIEF will make
funding decisions in the first half of May 2025.

Since all SIEF-funded evaluations must have a World Bank Task Team Leader, in this stage external
researchers (any researcher who is not a regular employee of the World Bank) will need to be paired with
a World Bank TTL who will ultimately submit the full proposal to SIEF. Researchers currently employed as
short-term consultants by the World Bank are considered external researchers.

Figure 1: Procedure for Stage 2
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HOW PROPOSALS WILL BE ASSESSED

Proposals will be assessed on the extent to which they fulfil the required criteria in Table 1 and the priority
criteria in Table 2. A team of reviewers consisting of the SIEF program manager and individuals with
expertise in impact evaluation and SIEF’s themes will make these assessments. Each application in each
stage will be reviewed by at least 3 reviewers. These reviewers will not be allowed to apply for SIEF funding
through this round nor can they be current collaborators of anyone who is applying.

SIEF DELIVERABLES

It is important for both researchers and World Bank task team leaders to be aware from the outset that
SIEF funding does not come for free; there are specific deliverables that teams must submit throughout
the evaluation process. These deliverables listed in Table 3 help the SIEF program ensure that its criteria
for funding evaluations (Table 1) are being met. They also help advance principles of research
transparency within SIEF’s portfolio and will eventually serve as global public goods for both the broader
research community and consumers of evidence among those working to accelerate human capital
accumulation in low- and middle-income countries.

TABLE 3 SIEF DELIVERABLES

All evaluations financed by SIEF must submit the following deliverables. SIEF funding is provided in tranches.
Submission of these deliverables triggers the disbursement of these tranches.

Getting started

1 | Approval of the relevant Concept Note with approval of relevant World Bank country

World Bank country director | director is required. For researchers in the World Bank’s
Development Economics Research Group, email approval
from the relevant country director would suffice.

2 | Registration of evaluation in For example, teams can register their evaluation in the
a trial registry American Economic Association’s RCT registry.

3 | Plan for cost data collection All teams must submit their plan for collecting data on costs
of the intervention under evaluation. These plans should
follow the ingredients method, and costs would ideally be
collected in real time, as the intervention is implemented.
For more information, see SIEF’s resources on costing.

4 | Plan for collection of data on | All teams must submit their plan for collecting data on the

implementation fidelity implementation fidelity of the intervention under
evaluation. Much of this data will likely be collected as part
of cost data collection activities.

5 | Documentation of human All members of the research team, as well as the World
subjects certification and Bank’s task team leader, must receive training in human
relevant research ethics subjects research. The evaluation designs and protocols for
approval data collection, storage, and analysis must also receive

approval from a relevant institutional review board (IRB)
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TABLE 3 SIEF DELIVERABLES

All evaluations financed by SIEF must submit the following deliverables. SIEF funding is provided in tranches.
Submission of these deliverables triggers the disbursement of these tranches.

and/or a local research ethics body in the country under
study.

Baseline

6

Baseline data and
documentation

SIEF teams must submit baseline data and documentation to
the World Bank’s MicroData catalog. As poorly documented
data will sit in a queue for a lengthy period of time and
generate multiple back-and-forths between the research
team and catalog staff, it is important that the research
team properly document their data at the time of data
collection. See Table 1 for when this data should be
submitted.

Baseline report

While this report can set the context and be used for policy
dialog, the report must also include the following: statement
of final designs for the intervention and evaluation, balance
tables comparing all experimental arms, updated power
calculations, and a plan for analysis. Registered reports and
pre-analysis plans may in many cases serve the same
purpose as the baseline report.

Updated plans for the
collection of data on costs
and implementation fidelity

Many things can change between when SIEF makes its
awards and the start of an intervention, and the research
team has likely spent more time in the field learning about
how the intervention will be implemented. It is important
that these changes and new discoveries be reflected in the
team’s plans for collecting data on costs and
implementation fidelity. This should include any draft forms
that may be required for collecting this information (e.g.
time use surveys or interview questions).

SIEF monitoring

9

Brief updates every 3 months

SIEF-financed teams fill out a short form with updates on the
progress of field work and any changes to the evaluation
design or timeline. Teams can also report on any interim
findings, publications, presentations, or policy impacts that
might have resulted from their evaluations. Meetings
between funded teams and SIEF management can substitute
for written updates.

Endline

10

Endline data and
documentation

SIEF teams must submit endline data and documentation to
the World Bank’s MicroData catalog. See Table 1 for when
this data should be submitted.
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TABLE 3 SIEF DELIVERABLES

All evaluations financed by SIEF must submit the following deliverables. SIEF funding is provided in tranches.
Submission of these deliverables triggers the disbursement of these tranches.

11 | Endline report

This report should include at @ minimum a description of the
intervention and evaluation designs; a measure of
compliance; information on the sample, including evidence
of any differential attrition across experimental arms;
information on the development of instruments used to
collect data used to measure impact; a presentation of
average treatment effects without any covariate adjustment
aside from indicators for stratifying variables and baseline
values of the outcome variable; heterogeneous treatment
effects by strata; a description of the methodology used to
collect data on costs and implementation fidelity; a
discussion of estimated intervention costs and
implementation fidelity; and a table that lists all ingredients
used in the intervention, their units, quantities, allocations
(if less than 100% to the intervention under evaluation) and
values (in local prices and PPP-adjusted US dollars).

12 | Cost data and documentation | All cost data and any forms used to collect this information

(for example, time use surveys or interviews) must be
submitted to SIEF.

13 | Implementation fidelity data | All data on implementation fidelity and any forms used to

and documentation

collect this information must be submitted to SIEF.

TIMING

Below are the key dates for this call for proposals.

TABLE 4 TIMELINE

December 2024 Call for proposals is released on December 23, 2024

February 2025 Short application due from researchers on February 10, 2025

March 2025 SIEF review of Stage 1 applications complete by March 12, 2025.
Successful teams invited to submit full proposals.
SIEF makes any necessary connections between external researchers and
World Bank Task Team Leaders.

April 2025 Full proposals due by April 9, 2025

May 2025 SIEF review of Stage 2 applications complete by first week of May 2025.

SIEF awards announced to units of applying World Bank TTLs before May
16, 2025.

10



After May 2025

Submission of deliverables to SIEF unlocks tranches of funding

April 2027

All final SIEF deliverables due

CONTACT

For any questions that are not answered in this call for proposals, please send an email with “SIEF Call 7
query” in the subject line to siefimpact@worldbank.org.
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