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Innovation: 
At the heart 
of KWPF 
from the 
start



Korean funding has fueled KWPF's 
innovation-driven work

2013

$90 
million

2016

$180 
million

2019

$318 
million

2020

$328 
million

Total as 
of 2023

$468
million

Cumulative signed amounts FY 2013-2023



KWPF's First Decade:
A Global Overview
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Kick-starting an innovation 
ecosystem in Kenya

$2 
million

Grant
amount

Focus on transform
ative technology

1



Impact and Results
Kenyan Farmers’ Adoption of Digital 
Tools Surpassed Expectations

Strong Demand from Counties 
and Interest from Innovators 
Drove the Growth of the One 
Million Farmers Platform
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Firm-Level Innovation: 
Technology Adoption

Health Care
Kenya Patient Safety Impact Evaluation (KePSIE)
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Smart Government
Korea-World Bank Smart
City Partnership Program

Social Protection & Jobs

Bangladesh: Innovations for Inclusive Jobs

Bangladesh: Jobs for the Poor
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Responsive
and flexible
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Five Grants were Funded through the 
Special COVID-19 Call for Proposals 
($1.2 million in total allocation):

Kyrgyz Republic:
Supporting COVID-19 response

Learning from the South Korean Experience 
to Save Lives: Real-Time Benchmarking
of Policy Responses to COVID-19 with 
LAC Countries

Uzbekistan: 
Supporting COVID-19 Response

Development of Digital Government Toolkit 
to Complement COVID-19 Responses

Health, Nutrition and Population (HNP) 
Programmatic Technical Assistance for 
Tackling COVID-19

Responsive and flexible
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Partnerships have 
evolved across the 
past decade

82 Korean Knowledge 
Partners engaged with 76 
grant projects

KWPF is growing with K-
Partners in visibility, quality, 
and impact

The degree of engagement by 
K-partners has increased 
significantly across the past 
ten years

Collaboration and partnership
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Collaboration and partnership

4

Working with Korean Institutions



Looking forward

Collaboration and partnership
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KWPF: A 
catalyst for 
innovation 
in development
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