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GOVERNMENT 

THEMATIC AREA DISCUSSION POINTS 

REDUCING 
STUNTING 

- Child stunting is a big challenge in the province, as is the health of mothers 
and children, especially lactating mothers and adolescent girls. In view of this, 
and other human development needs, the province has increased budget 
allocations for education, health, and local government. It needs support with 
family planning initiatives. 

REDUCING 
LEARNING 
POVERTY 

- Non-Formal Education: The government needs support in areas pertaining to 
non-formal education and re-enrolling school dropouts to ensure adequate 
social protection. It is also working towards improving vocational training and 
skills development by deploying the private sector. 

RESILIENCE TO 
CLIMATE CHANGE  

- Adaptation, not Mitigation: Given the province's contribution to greenhouse 
gases is minimal, the focus needs to be on adaptation rather than mitigation.  
- Catchment Areas to Stem Floods: Catchment areas are needed to make the 
province resilient to recurrent floods.  
- Water scarcity has been a long-standing concern and requires immediate 
attention to ensure climate resilience and water security. 
- Land Degradation: Land degradation due to droughts and desertification has 
been a key feature in the past, now further exacerbated by floods. Support to 
rehabilitate land and water resources is crucial.  
- Agriculture and Food Scarcity: Agriculture is Balochistan’s mainstay to sustain 
food security, but there is a dearth of research and development coupled with 
a lack of proper scientific labs. A significant effort is underway to strengthen 
the agriculture and livestock sector through green initiatives, and ensuring 
value addition and market access for nutrition and food security.  

MORE INCLUSIVE 
JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 

- Support for Startups: The provincial government is investing in creating 

entrepreneurship opportunities by funding startups. Micro-finance should be 

made available for this as well as other enterprises to support households. 

- Private Sector Support to Strengthen Vocational Education: The government 

is involving the private sector to expand vocational training platforms. 

DECARBONIZATION 
OF THE ECONOMY 

- Recycling Plastic: The government is launching a campaign against plastic but 
needs support with recycling, options for replacement, and integrating them 
into the supply chain.  
- Monitoring Air Quality: To monitor ambient air quality for standards and 
safety, the province requires the right technology, equipment, training, and 
resources.  
- Promoting Green Energy: At the government level, there is a significant push 
for green energy, supported by funding. The province is progressing towards e-
vehicles and solarization thereby building on its decarbonization efforts. 



 
- Support for Forestation: The province bears potential for the cultivation of 
trees, especially mangroves along the coastline. Funds are available, but it lacks 
technical capacity. Thus, advisory support for reforestation is needed from the 
World Bank Group and other development partners. Concurrently, conserving 
wildlife is essential.  
- Governance of Forest Cover: Given that the province is mostly desert, tree 
species that thrive without water, such as wild pistachio and olive, should be 
included. However, the governance of forest resources has been an ongoing 
challenge as the province continues to grapple with deforestation. 

OTHER PRIORITIES - Potential for Public-Private Partnerships: The province has two cities – Hub 
and Lasbela – with industries, and with growing interest in the port town of 
Gwadar, the province is exploring investment potential and policies. Public-
private partnership (PPP) needs expansion to support vocational training and 
skills development. The government is eager to facilitate the PPP regime and 
build capacity for identification and implementation of projects for community-
based development, especially in the context of Reqo-dik to enable social 
sector development, job creation, energy transition and use of renewables, 
and supporting entrepreneurship etc. 
- Tech Parks and Economic Zones: There is also potential for PPPs in the 
industrial sector, such as building technology parks and economic zones, and in 
the health sector, where the province has been outsourcing healthcare to the 
private sector.  
- Tapping Excess Energy: With excess energy in summer, plans to build 
transmission lines and supply it to the national grid are being explored.  

 

ACADEMIA 

THEMATIC AREA DISCUSSION POINTS 

REDUCING 
STUNTING 

- Rural Medical Teams: Regular medical teams are needed to address the 
health needs of local communities, especially those of mothers and young 
children. 
- Purchasing Power and Nutrition: Better diet and nutrition that can stave off 
stunting is a factor of purchasing power, a challenge given poverty and 
inflation. Authorities should focus on increasing the purchasing power of the 
people. 

REDUCING 
LEARNING 
POVERTY 

- Access to education is a major concern, especially in rural areas. Out-of-
school children and dropouts who abandon school in order to work and ease 
their family’s financial burden, must be re-integrated into the education 
system. 
- Incentives for Parents: Among the reasons that dictate parents’ decision to 
discontinue education of children are financial affordability and girls’ early 
marriages. Addressing this through provision of affordable education and 
economic incentives to the parents’ is essential to ensure sustained schooling 
of children. 

RESILIENCE TO 
CLIMATE CHANGE  

- Climate Change Awareness: There is a need to create awareness about 
climate change among farmers. This will help them prepare and overcome 
climate related challenges. 



 
-Climate Capacity Building: There is a need to support farmers in Balochistan 
struggling with rehabilitation and rebuilding infrastructure lost to the 
devastating floods in 2022. 
- Deforestation and Desertification: Increasing deforestation and 
desertification threatens biodiversity in the province. Several species of flora 
face extinction. Awareness campaigns to promote their preservation should be 
planned. Existing awareness campaigns and debate on deforestation have not 
delivered because they do not involve communities at the grassroots level.  
- Awareness Campaigns at School: Awareness campaigns should be conducted 
at the school level about climate change and its impact on nature and cities. 
- Economic Challenges and Disasters: The province faces myriad persistent 
economic challenges, exacerbated by the recent run of devastating natural 
disasters. These must be addressed. 

MORE INCLUSIVE 
JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 

- “Upgrading” the Labor Force: The existing labor force requires training in 
new technologies and skills to be more efficient and relevant to the national 
and global job market. 
- Diversifying the Private Sector: In the private sector, investments are 
currently concentrated in the construction industry. While it remains a 
significant industry in the province, there is a need to diversify investment by 
branching out into other businesses. 
- Investing in Youth: It is important to invest in upgrading skills among the 
youth by building and promoting professional expertise in I.T., agriculture, 
mining, healthcare etc. 
- Establishing Institutes of Learning: Owing to a dearth of resources, an 

institute focusing on learning and technology is needed to upskill youth and 

foster an entrepreneurial mindset. 

DECARBONIZATION 
OF THE ECONOMY 

- Decarbonization as an Economic Opportunity: Focus on clean energy and 
industry aimed at decarbonization could create economic and employment 
opportunities in a province where few exist. 

OTHER PRIORITIES - Managing Urban Waste: With increasing urbanization and migration to cities, 
waste management has become a major concern. 
-Social Protection: Social protection, including investment in human capital, is 
desperately needed to help the province overcome its chronic economic crises. 
- Governance and Gender Inclusion: Governance is also a significant concern in 
the province, particularly with regards to gender inclusion and decision-
making.  
- Digital Connectivity: Digital connectivity is not available uniformly across the 
province. Access should be made equal and universal.  

 

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS & MEDIA 
 

THEMATIC AREA DISCUSSION POINTS 

REDUCING 
STUNTING  

- Human Resource Development is crucial if Balochistan is to overcome its 

chronic underdevelopment. It is important to bring about behavioral change 

among the government and international lending institutions to own the 

province’s myriad crises and chart a course forward. 



 
- Investing in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene: Clean water, sanitation, 

nutrition, and jobs for all should be a priority. 

REDUCING 
LEARNING 
POVERTY 

- Building Skills: Following regional examples such as that of Bangladesh, the 

development plan for the province should focus on building specialized skills, 

especially in women, for jobs and competitiveness in the export-oriented 

industry. 

RESILIENCE TO 
CLIMATE CHANGE  

- Looking Beyond Quetta: Other than the capital city – Quetta – the rest of 

Balochistan is underdeveloped, lacking disaster risk and reduction mechanisms 

as evidenced by the devastation caused by the 2022 floods. This disparity is 

entrenched and visible across the development indicators. Measures should be 

initiated to address this. 

- Lack of Progress on Housing Reconstruction: While Sindh has made 

substantial progress in its disaster-resilient housing project financed by the 

World Bank Group, Balochistan lags behind even though the scale of 

devastation post the 2022 floods was just as severe.  

- Disaster Risk Reduction: The province requires disaster risk reduction and 

resilience interventions to prepare for climate change-related disasters.  

- Agri- Attentive Policy: Agriculture and livestock are the mainstay for food 

security in Balochistan. They need comprehensive planning and investment to 

build and expand their scope.  

- Agri-Innovative Policy: Given its arid nature, developing forestry poses a 

significant challenge in the province. It requires innovative solutions and inputs, 

as does agriculture, including innovation in crop science and yield, and value 

addition in its untapped livestock sector.  

- Cotton Production: Balochistan has the potential for organic cotton 

production which needs to be harnessed.  

- Water Scarcity: In arid Balochistan, where scarcity of water is a chronic 

problem, development of water infrastructure such as storage dams is key to 

meeting the water needs of households and agriculture. 

DECARBONIZATION 
OF THE ECONOMY 

- Energy Crises: The province faces a recurring energy crisis with frequent 

power cuts. Many of its villages remain without electricity and its towns 

without a regular power supply. 

MORE INCLUSIVE 
JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES 

- Strengthening the Blue Economy: With a coastline along the Arabian Sea in 
the south, efforts are needed to strengthen the province’s blue economy. 
- Gender Focused Startups: Efforts are needed to encourage startups and 
promote gender inclusion in digital development initiatives. 
- People with Disabilities: Inclusion of people with disabilities (PwD) in the 

development agenda is challenging but important. It should be a standalone 

objective in the CPF to assist their entry into the formal economy. Digital skills 

and foundational learning are crucial for empowering people with disabilities. 

Ensuring that PwD are enabled through adequate access to infrastructure and 

transportation facilities is critical for their inclusion in the economy as 

marginalization of the PwD community accounts for loss in productive GDP. 

- Linking Private Sector to Exports: The province needs support in linking the 

private sector to export-oriented industry. 



 
OTHER PRIORITES -Fighting Gender-Based Violence: The CPF should prioritize action against 

gender-based violence (GBV) and support marginalized communities such as 
transgender persons, vulnerable groups, child laborers, and victims of abuse.  
- Community Development: There needs to be a shift from government-centric 
to community-centric development with NGOs/CSOs facilitating the roll-out of 
services at the grassroots. 
- Lack of Digital Connectivity: Lack of 3G/4G services in the province raises 
concerns about access to digital connectivity. Efforts should be made to ensure 
universal digital access in the province. Despite having a Right to Information 
Act, implementation is unsatisfactory. 

 
 


