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PPP Updates and New Release

ESCWA will release new PPP results by the end of October 2021

The release will complement the earlier released annual series of PPPs (2011-

2017), providing updated regional PPP results for 2018 and 2019, plus 

preliminary regional results for 2020. 

The release will include an additional country in the comparison, Lebanon.

The release will provide rough linking to the US dollar for ease of reference.

For reference to the comprehensive and interactive ICP webpage: “www.icp.unescwa.com”.
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The release

A summary article announcing results and highlighting main findings

•Final PPP results for 2017 with Lebanon (Lebanon PPP from actual regional comparison)

•Updated PPP regional results for 2018 with Lebanon

•Updated PPP regional results for 2019 with Lebanon (revised expenditures)

•Preliminary regional PPP results for 2020 

•Regional PPP forecasts for 2021

•All PPP results will be against Oman Riyal, with Oman as base country 

•For ease of comparison, a rough linking to the US dollar (clearly identified as a rough estimate) is provided

The results will include:
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2021 Cycle
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Country Participation

Bahrain Egypt Iraq Jordan Kuwait Lebanon

Morocco Oman Palestine Qatar
Saudi 

Arabia
Sudan

Syria Tunisia UAE Yemen
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Survey Implementation Status
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Survey Implementation Status (cont’d)

The same survey schedule followed each 

cycle will also be followed in the 2021 cycle.

However, the participation of Syria and Yemen is still under consideration 
although they planned to join the comparison starting from the 2021 cycle
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Status of HHC collection for 2021

Bahrain Egypt Iraq Jordan Kuwait Lebanon

Morocco Oman Palestine Qatar
Saudi 

Arabia
Sudan

Syria Tunisia UAE Yemen
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Challenges faced in the implementation of ICP activities

Challenges faced:

Delays in budget approvals

New staff have joined the national ICP team–

Need for the necessary training 

GFCF surveys (construction and M&E) are the most challenging to implement 

(resource-demaning)

Shortage of Staff 
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Workshops and Meetings

19 Jan. 2021

National ICP meeting for Lebanon's national 

statistical office for the introduction of the ICP 

special surveys and revision of the 2020 HHC 

price data

26 Jan. 2021

National meeting with Jordan' national statistical 

office on the use of web scraping in price data 

collection

3 Feb. 2021

Regional ICP meeting for launching the 2021 ICP 

cycle in the Arab region

7-8 June 2021

A training workshop aiming to provide 

technical training in the production of 

purchasing power parities (PPPs), to ESCWA 

member countries participating in the regional 

PPP production activities in the Arab region for 

the first time (Mauritania and Syria)

21-22 June 2021

A regional training workshop on the 

compilation of price expenditure weights and 

the disaggregation of expenditure data to 

detailed levels with guidance on the estimation 

process during COVID-19.
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Activities in Summary

Title Activities and Developments Release/Completion date / 

Expected completion date

New - 2020 PPPs PPP production in record time by producing preliminary PPP estimates for 2020 September 2021

New - 2021 PPP forecasts Providing PPP forecasts for 2021 September 2021

New - PPPs for Lebanon Producing PPP estimates for Lebanon for the years 2017 to 2021 September 2021

Updated PPPs Increasing data reliability by producing updated PPPs for 2018 and 2019 based on most updated official data September 2021

Wider country coverage Increasing our country coverage to include 15 Arab countries instead of 12 June 2021

Type of meeting Number of Conducted Meetings Date

National meetings 1 National Meeting with Lebanon 19 January 

Regional meetings 1 Regional Meetings 3 February

Country Trainings 1 Training workshop for new countries 07-08 June 

Regional Training 1 regional training on compilation of Expenditure Weights 21-22 June
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Funding Status

We’ve been maximizing the utilization of the humble 

funding ESCWA received for the implementation of 

the 2017 cycle; however, it is already almost depleted

Efforts need to be made to secure funding from any 

potential sources; We applied for partial funding for 

the 2021 cycle through UNDA14



Thank You


