
#OneSouthAsia Conversations explore ideas for regional cooperation in economic connectivity, climate resilience, and
human development. The series began in 2020 and is open to the public. The World Bank's South Asia Regional
Integration and Engagement team organizes the events and welcomes your feedback at OneSouthAsia@worldbank.org.

Highlights and Key Ideas

Our 21st#OneSouthAsia Conversation explored how artificial intelligence, disruptive technologies,
and social innovation can support air quality and plastic waste management in South Asia. We were
joined by speakers from Google, private sector, and two of the grantees of the World Bank-supported
Plastic Free Rivers and Seas for South Asia (PLEASE) Project. Watch a recording here: End
Pollution: AI, Innovation, and Ideas. For more information on our regional integration work, visit
our #OneSouth Asia Website.

Key ideas discussed included:

1.  South Asia faces severe transboundary environmental challenges of air and plastic
pollution. Air pollution causes about 2 million premature deaths every year and the region is home
to 9 out of the 10 most polluted cities globally. The region also generates over 334 million tons of
solid waste annually, making it the second largest contributor of solid waste in the world.

2. AI-powered solutions and technological innovations are crucial for addressing pollution in
the region. They can bridge data gaps and enable data-driven policies that are more targeted and
responsive. For instance, Google’s AI-powered AirView+, in partnership with the Indian government,
collects and analyses large amount of hyper local air quality data to build models for air quality
solutions and support policy decisions. This information is also accessible to citizens via Google
Maps, helping them make healthy choices.

3. Innovation in the private sector is driving change and public-private partnerships are
essential. Private sector is investing in innovative solutions for sustainable development, which are
being scaled across the region. Eco-friendly Good Bricks which avoid burning and pollution, green
certifications for using recycled plastic, waste banks, and recycling plastic into construction material
are a few examples of private sector engagement. Public-private partnerships are essential for
scaling solutions and overcoming financial, logistical, and regulatory hurdles. 

4. Successful AI-driven and technological solutions need to build local ecosystems and at the
same time, be accessible and scalable. The solutions should build ecosystems of local
researchers, technology experts, private sector, citizens, and policymakers. It should be affordable
and accessible for all. Once the data is collected, successful models developed, they should be
scalable across regions and optimized with local contexts. 
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5. Regional cooperation is essential for tackling transboundary issues. Sharing knowledge,
technology, and best practices among South Asian countries and strengthening collective action is
crucial for addressing pollution that crosses national borders.

Amit Morya
Senior Program Manager, Google
“The biggest impact I would say we have seen with AirView+ is bridging the
critical air quality data gaps in cities, which previously had little to no
monitoring…. AI is not going to be just a tool, but it is going to be a truly
game changer.   Due to its remarkable ability to process a vast amount of
data and predict complex patterns, it can help select most optimized
solutions which work for South Asia, for countries, states, and our  planet. 
It can bring all this vast transboundary data together to create sophisticated
decision support systems." 

Cecile Fruman
Director, Regional Integration, South Asia 
““AI can be an accelerator for driving sustainable solutions and scaling
across borders. We need to make sure that technology and AI are unifiers
and accessible, and do not become an additional divide. This requires
coordinated policies and actions, learning from each other, scaling up
solutions that work in one country and can be transferred to another, and
working very closely with the private sector."

Irushinie Wedage Panelist
Programme Director, Island Climate Initiative, Sri Lanka
“Every innovation needs a supportive policy environment, and on the other
hand, technology and AI can be used in data-driven and targeted policy
formulation. Tech can also shift the game when it comes to monitoring the
enforcement and implementation of policies. For instance, AI-enabled CCTV
cameras or drones can monitor plastic waste generation and waste flow. We
also have a lot of mobile apps that encourage citizen citizens to engage in
waste monitoring and waste management initiatives.” 

Karma Yonten
Co-founder Greener Way, Bhutan 
“ For a small country like Bhutan, we are not able to use technologies that
are very expensive or that require huge volume of trash. We have to localize
and innovate with whatever is available in the waste stream here and create
local solutions. If technologies and innovation can be made accessible to
small economies and small countries, then it can actually solve a lot of
problems for us. Waste management is a problem of the commons, so all of
us coming together is what we need.” 
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Sam Lee
Founder and CEO, InnoCSR 
"Private public sector partnership is crucial role, especially in developing
country scenarios, where we are pushing innovations towards the market.
The challenge is not the technology itself, the technologies are out there. The
challenge is how to bring it, how to easily test it, how to localize it, and how to
commercialize it...There is still gap between the private sector and the public
sector, and we need to strength the ecosystem amongst different
stakeholders including multilateral development banks, private sectors, non-
profits, users, and the people who are breathing the polluted air every single
day.” 

 
Tell us what you think
We value your feedback. Please click here 
or use the QR code on the right to answer a 
four-question survey about how we can improve
future #OneSouthAsia events.

 
Follow our activities supporting regional cooperation

 
The #OneSouthAsia Conversation series has examined regional
responses to air pollution, digital tools to advance human
development, plastic pollution of the ocean, women
entrepreneurship, food trade, and COVID-19. All past events are
available here, with links to video recordings, text summaries,
blogs, and related World Bank reports.
 
Follow our activities supporting regional cooperation in economic
connectivity, climate resilience, and human development:

Read success stories on our website 
Use hashtag #OneSouthAsia on social media
Subscribe to our newsletter

For more information, email OneSouthAsia@WorldBank.org
 

Did a friend forward this email? 
If so, click here and subscribe to the #OneSouthAsia newsletter and email list
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