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AIC decision on appeal #5 

 

CASE NUMBER AI0495 

 MEXICO: AN EVALUATION OF THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF WATER  

 

(Decision dated March 1, 2011) 

 

 

1. On February 7, 2011, the Secretariat to the Access to Information Committee (the “Secretariat”) 

received the attached application (the “Application”) appealing the Bank’s decision to deny access to a 

report referred to by the requester as “Mexico: An Evaluation of the Economic Value of Water” (the 

“Report”).  The Bank had denied access to the Report based on the “Deliberative Information” exception 

under the Bank’s Access to Information Policy (the “Policy”).   

 

2. The Application indicates two grounds for the appeal, namely “violation of Policy” and “public 

interest”.  It states: 

 

“From what I understand, the study that I am requesting is just a sector study and would not 

reference any deliberations between Bank management and the Mexican government or the 

Bank's Board of Directors.  Given the vague definition of "Deliberative Information" under the 

AI policy and the recommendation of the AI progress report to revisit the definition of what 

qualifies as "deliberative information", I would like to request that:  

 

A) My request be reconsidered; or 

B) That the document be disclosed to me, omitting the deliberative information; or  

C) That I be allowed to visit the Bank archives to view the document without removing it from 

the Bank building.” 

 

Findings and Decision of the Access to Information Committee 

 

3. The Access to Information Committee (the “AIC”) considered the Application on both grounds. 

 

“Violation of Policy” 

 

4. Pursuant to the Policy, a requester who is denied access to information by the Bank may file an 

appeal if the requester is able to establish a prima facie case that the Bank has violated the Policy by 

improperly or unreasonably restricting access to information that it would normally disclose under the 

Policy (see paragraph 36 (a) of the Policy).  The Policy states that the Bank “does not provide access to 

documents that contain or refer to information listed in paragraphs 8-17” of the Policy, which set out the 

Policy’s list of exceptions.  Paragraph 16 of the Policy explicitly states, under the “Deliberative 

Information” exception, that the Bank does not provide access to information prepared for, or exchanged 

during the course of its deliberations with member countries or other entities with which it cooperates, or 

information prepared for, or exchanged during the course of the Bank’s own deliberations; in both cases, 

such information includes “draft reports” (see paragraph 16 (a) and (b) of the Policy).   
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5. In this case, the AIC found that the Report at issue is a draft report.  No final version of such a 

report was found to exist.  As a draft report, the document is covered by the “Deliberative Information” 

exception and is, thus, restricted from public access under the Policy. 

 

6. Based on the above finding, the AIC decided that the Bank properly and reasonably denied access 

to the Report and, therefore, did not violate the Policy.  For this reason, in response to the appeal asserting 

a violation of the Policy, the AIC decided to uphold the Bank’s decision to deny public access to the 

Report.   

 

7. Under the Policy, if the AIC upholds the initial decision to deny access to information in appeals 

alleging “violation of Policy”, the requester can appeal to the Access to Information Appeals Board (the 

“AI Appeals Board”) as the second and final stage of appeals (see paragraph 38 of the Policy).  If you 

wish to file an appeal to the AI Appeals Board, click here or copy and paste the following into your 

browser:  

 

[URL provided in original decision sent to the requester.] 

 

“Public Interest” case 

 

8. Pursuant to the Policy, a requester may file an appeal on a “public interest” basis if the requester 

is able to make a public interest case to override certain Policy exceptions that restrict the information 

requested.  Public interest appeals are limited to information restricted under the Corporate 

Administrative Matters, Deliberative Information, and Financial Information (other than banking and 

billing information) exceptions (see paragraph 36 (b) of the Policy).  In reviewing the Application in 

accordance with the Policy, the AIC: 

 

(a) considered the fact that the Report is a draft document covered by the “Deliberative 

Information” exception under the Policy; and 

 

(b) acknowledged that the Bank has provided the requester with two public documents containing 

key results from the draft Report. 

 

9. In view of the above, the AIC did not find compelling public interest reasons to override the 

“Deliberative Information” exception of the Policy (on which the Bank initially denied access to the 

Report).  For this reason, in response to the public interest appeal, the AIC decided to uphold the Bank’s 

decision to deny public access to the Report. 

 

10. Under the Policy, the decision of the AIC is final for appeals that assert a public interest case to 

override a Policy exception (see paragraph 37 of the Policy).   

 

 

 


