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Harnessing the value of Water: 
Understanding its Significance as a Key 
Element of Natural Capital and Strategic 
Asset for the Changing Wealth of Nations  
 

Seminar recording  

 

The use of water in human activity is increasing around the world. 

Compounding the problem of increased water use is that the availability of 

water is changing due to climate change, historical overuse of groundwater, 

and declining water quality. Understanding the uses and values of water and 

how these are changing over time should lead to more effective water policy 

and management.   

The World Bank has a long-standing interest in the valuation of natural capital 

and in using national wealth as a measure of progress. Water is a vital part of 

natural capital, but including water as one of the assets recorded in the wealth 

of nations is yet to occur. While it is known that some physical water stocks are 

being depleted (e.g. groundwater) or degraded (e.g. by pollution), the cost of 

this is not recognized in the estimates of national wealth in any country.  

This webinar will provide an understanding of the conceptual and data 

challenges of valuing water as a natural capital asset for The Changing Wealth 

of Nations (CWON) and identify key action items for systematic data collection.  

 

https://worldbankgroup.zoom.us/rec/play/9RchMLxhJ1mexWNbEvFTsJiI8VyKsEF5hNYpkQHGzftkHsG9OpMpqdWUXrKQ1WXaMgEh1sv2fvPRYbfg.99nYGPJOI76psC_C?canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fworldbankgroup.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FKzfDLv9CYJaZkk9G1Asr62PV8pIUxywiNqURn1o2s3nB2V498oaSukwZVUrFy7dd.nvWdrB-RSN5shNgd
https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/changing-wealth-of-nations

