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• Private standards emerged as dominant mechanism for governance 
of food safety in many HICs

• Raised questions about the role of private standards in enhancing 
the efficiency and effectiveness of regulatory regimes

• Coincidental concerns about wider implications

• Debate over lessons for other contexts

Background
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• How and why did private food safety standards develop?

• What roles do private food safety standards play?

• How do private food safety standards and regulations interact?

• What are the implications – especially for LMICs?

• What about sustainability?

Some key questions
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• Set by non-state actors

• Non-regulatory

• Mechanism of private governance rather than self-regulation?

• Operationalized within a system of private contractual relations

What are private food safety standards?
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• Food safety failures

• Consumer concerns about food safety

• Regulatory reforms

• Agri-food system consolidation & globalization

• Marketing strategies of major food retailers

Why did private food safety standards emerge?
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First-party standards

Second-party standards

Third party standards

Third-party assurance schemes

Evolution of private food safety standards
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Title Goes HereInterconnections between regulations and standards

Food Safety Regulations

Private Food Safety 
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Importance of legitimacy
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Impact
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• Trade facilitation

• Induced restructuring of agri-food value chains

• Impacts on vulnerable agri-food value chain actors

Impacts on LMICs
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• Mechanism of technology transfer

• Standards development in context of weak regulatory systems?

• New regulatory models:

• Co-regulation

• Responsive regulation

• Diversion of resources

Implications for food safety governance in LMICs
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• Role of regulations versus standards

• Evolution in context of well-developed regulations and international 
standards

• Role of lead firms as drivers of standards development and adoption

• Importance of legitimacy

• Role in technology transfer

Implications for sustainability
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Thank You
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