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Dear partners and colleagues,   

Welcome to the first issue of the Japan Social Development Fund (JSDF) 
News and Updates. Through these semiannual email updates, we will share 
key program updates for the immediately preceding six months, some striking 
results stories, and recent and upcoming events.

In this issue, you will learn more about the JSDF Results Framework and the 
revised JSDF Policy Guidelines. We also feature the JSDF FY23 Annual Report 
which contains many results stories. One of them, about how a digital financial 
inclusion project is changing the lives of women in India, is featured here. 
In addition, you will find information about new JSDF-funded projects and 
summaries of two new projects recently launched in Lebanon and in Honduras. 

Looking ahead, 2025 marks the 25th anniversary of the Japan Social 
Development Fund (JSDF). The JSDF Secretariat is planning a series of 
knowledge sharing activities to celebrate the program’s achievements and 
continued success. 

Kévin et Laurianne Langlais
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JSDF-funded operations respond directly to the development 
needs of the poorest and most vulnerable groups in society 
by (i) enhancing human capital, (ii) developing sustainable 
livelihoods, and (iii) empowering communities. 

Over the last few months, the Japan Social Development Fund 
(JSDF) Secretariat updated its results framework to provide 
a more transparent and effective way to measure, report 
and aggregate project results. The updated JSDF results 
framework aligns closely with the World Bank’s Corporate 
Scorecard to better map, track and compare results across 
sectors and within the JSDF portfolio. 

We encourage teams to include these indicators in their project 
results framework so that results can be aggregated more 
readily at JSDF portfolio level as well as across the World Bank 
Group.

More details on the revised framework can be found on the 
JSDF website.

A Word on JSDF’s Updated Results Framework

April–September 2024

https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/japan-social-development-fund
https://scorecard.worldbank.org/en/scorecard/home
https://scorecard.worldbank.org/en/scorecard/home
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/eda041271b04e6f1592dc2905ea987c7-0060072024/original/JSDF-Results-Framework-FY24-10-23-2024.pdf
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Honduras
In April 2024, the Government of Honduras, the World Bank, and the Japan 
Social Development Fund launched a US$2.7 million project to enhance 
early childhood development in the Atlántida department. This initiative will 
benefit 3,500 children and pregnant women by strengthening services and 
promoting positive parenting practices. 

The project aims to improve health, nutrition, and education for 
1,000 pregnant women and 2,500 children under five, fostering community 
networks and better coordination between health and education services.

Read more here.

Lebanon
The Productive Economic Inclusion in Lebanon (PEIL) program was launched 
in July 2024 to support 1,500 low-income households. Backed by a US$2.7 
million grant from the Japan Social Development Fund, this initiative aims to 
increase household incomes and resilience through tailored support, including 
asset transfers, training, and business development services. The program is 
implemented by the René Moawad Foundation and aligns with Lebanon’s National 
Social Protection Strategy. It will be rolled out over the next 12 to 18 months. 

Read more here.

Latest news
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Over the last six months, one project in Kosovo completed its activities. Highlights from some of the projects activated since the start of 
fiscal year 2025 include:

Following the completion of an Independent Assessment of 
JSDF by Dalberg Advisors in FY22, the World Bank opened 
discussions with the Government of Japan to address the 
findings and recommendations of the assessment and to 
identify ways to further enhance the impact of the program. 

Updated Policy Guidelines Enter into Force
The updated Policy Guidelines strengthen the program’s focus 
on results, increases the maximum grant size to US$5 million, 
and streamlines review and approval processes. We expect 
that these enhancements will further improve the efficiency 
of the JSDF and enhance the quality of benefits delivered to 
beneficiaries. 

https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/honduras%2c-banco-mundial-y-jap%C3%B3n-unen-esfuerzos-para-impulsar-desarrollo-infantil-temprano/76494753
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2024/07/25/lebanon-new-pilot-program-supports-1-500-poor-households-through-economic-empowerment
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Focus on 
Results
While India’s booming IT sector has been transforming the country’s economy over the past 
two decades, women operating in the informal sector were being left behind. In the 88 percent 
of households in India with a mobile device, women were 23 percent less likely to own a mobile 
phone and 68 percent less likely to use the Internet than men, particularly in rural areas. Yet, 
mobile phones are an essential tool for accessing digital finance and mobile banking. They also 
offer convenience, safety, privacy, and access to more advanced financial offerings.

Funded by a JSDF grant and managed by the Self-Employed Women’s Association (SEWA), the 
India Digital Financial Inclusion of Informal Sector Project aimed to increase the participation 
of women from low-income and marginalized households in digital financial services. Through 
training in digital and financial literacy, SEWA members were given the knowledge and tools to 
keep pace with contemporary market requirements, improve their livelihoods, and increase their 
incomes.

Read the full story here.

INDIA DIGITAL FINANCIAL INCLUSION OF INFORMAL  
SECTOR PROJECT 
2019–2023  |  US$2.73 million grant
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Publications
Japan Social Development Fund 2023 Annual Report

More than two decades have passed since the Japan Social Development Fund 
(JSDF) was created in 2000. The world is a very different place, with many countries 
still struggling to rebuild economies battered by global—and overlapping—
economic, health, climate, and food crises. Yet, for the poorest and most vulnerable 
people, the priorities remain the same; food, access to health care, education, and 
quality jobs continue to endure at the top of the list. 

Thanks to the unwavering commitment of the government of Japan and a strong 
partnership with the World Bank, the JSDF multisector grant program provides 
much-needed support to poor and vulnerable people across the globe. Innovation, 
responsiveness, results, skills development, and flexibility represent the hallmark of 
JSDF-funded projects.

Read more here.

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/a02116829b841cd80b6d9cb5748e7b80-0060072024/original/JSDF-FY23-India-result-story.pdf?_gl=1*7ra40h*_gcl_au*NTA3Nzg1MzUyLjE3MjIzNjU5MDc
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/eebd3b6577ca3a90f3b9b799c7ae0516-0060072024/original/FY23-English-JSDF-Annual-Report.pdf
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Contact us
Questions? Comments? Please tell us what you like or missed 
in this issue. We will be delighted to hear from you. Reach out 
to the JSDF team at jsdfgrants@worldbank.org.

For more information, please visit the Japan Social 
Development Fund website. 

World Bank Group Development Finance Vice Presidency
1818 H Street, NW Washington, DC 20433 USA

Projects set to close in the next six months

	� Improving Education of Children with Disabilities | Burkina 
Faso

	� Empowering Communities for Better Nutrition Project | 
Djibouti

	� Nicaragua Dry Corridor Nutrition-Sensitive Agriculture Project | 
Nicaragua

Coming Up Next
	� Advancing Citizen Engagement Project | Rwanda

	� Strengthening Preparedness and Response to COVID-19 at 
the Grassroots level in Vietnam | Vietnam

	� Reducing Income- and Health-Related Vulnerability of Older 
Persons Project | Vietnam

JSDF’s Silver Jubilee
The Japan Social Development Fund celebrates 25 years of 
growth and success in 2025. The JSDF’s achievements are a 
testament to Japan’s unwavering commitment to addressing the 
needs of the most vulnerable people in developing countries while 
helping them build resilience and improve their lives. 

As part of the celebration, the JSDF Secretariat is planning a year-
long series of communication and knowledge sharing activities 
showcasing the JSDF’s milestones and successes, as well as 
lessons learned along the way. 
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mailto:jsdfgrants%40worldbank.org?subject=
https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/japan-social-development-fund
https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/japan-social-development-fund
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P166596
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P166596
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P170014
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P164134
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P172862
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P174401
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P171030

