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It’s time to do more to unleash women’s potential 
in IDA countries

Why?

• We cannot end poverty on a livable planet with half the population 
excluded from opportunity

• When women thrive, countries and communities thrive:

o Long-run income per capita would be 20% higher if women were employed 
at the same rate as men

o Women’s safety and opportunities-- access to jobs, finance, childcare, 
technology, land, and markets-- boost productivity 

• Women’s leadership improves outcomes, including food security, natural 
resource management, community resilience & services; children’s 
health, education and future incomes; profitability in the private sector

Why do we need to do more?
• Progress has been slow, uneven, and sometimes reversed

• Women in IDA countries still have just 55% of the legal rights of men 

• Women have near equal access to education but fall behind on 
economic opportunities 

• GBV is alarming, spiking in fragility, forced displacement and crises



Gender equality is unachievable without a sustained and 
broad-based effort involving:

➢ Changes in policies and institutions to address multiple 
challenges simultaneously

➢ Changes in attitudes and social norms

➢ Testing, evaluating and adapting programs, scaling “what works“  

➢ Government and private sector ownership & investments  

Lessons from global experience

Unleashing women’s potential requires addressing 
complex and persistent barriers

The delivery of the 2016–2023 Gender Strategy benefited from 
strong corporate commitments, especially through IDA. 

➢ IDA policy commitments on gender equality evolved from internal 
processes to outcomes. 

➢ IDA20 introduced commitments to expand medium- and high-skilled 
employment opportunities for women, productive economic and 
digital inclusion, childcare, GBV prevention and response, and to 
close gender gaps through fiscal policy and budget systems.

Complex and persistent barriers 
limit women’s opportunities
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Unequal 
legal rights 

Barriers to opportunities 
(jobs, mobility, capital, assets, 

technology, markets, value chains) 

Biased policies, regulations 
and service delivery

Time poverty and 
unpaid work 

(child & other care, 
domestic work)

Violence
(child marriage, 

sexual harassment, 
female genital 

mutilation)

Stereotypes & norms



Mobilize concerted 
action through 
data, knowledge and 
advocacy with 
partners 

Assist countries in 
institutional and 
policy reforms, 
integrating behavioral 
change, based on 
evidence

Replicate and 
implement 
programs at scale, 
including through 
national systems

Facilitate 
government and 
private 
investment for 
gender equality 

How can the WBG make a difference?



• Generate and share global data (e.g., Women, Business and 

the Law; Gender Data Portal; Human Capital Index) and 

promote data transparency (e.g., WE Finance Code)

• Advance knowledge in frontier areas including testing and 

evaluating new approaches (e.g., Gender Innovation Labs) 

• Expand partnerships at global (e.g., UNFPA on SRHR, EU on 

GBV, We-Fi on entrepreneurship), regional (e.g., WePower, 

Mashreq Gender Facility, Asian Development Bank) and local 

levels (e.g., women’s organizations, influencers)

• Use evidence to mobilize action (e.g., Knowledge Academy)

Mobilize concerted action through data, 
knowledge and advocacy with partners  

• Strengthen prioritization of selected gender 

equality outcomes, starting in “fast-track” countries 

(including IDA Countries: Cabo Verde, Mozambique, 

Nigeria, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Togo)

• More systematically support reforms addressing 

gender constraints (e.g., through Development Policy 

Operations, fiscal and sector policy reforms, 

strengthening national systems)

• Update analytics to integrate gender analysis (e.g., 

in Growth and Jobs CEMs, Public Finance Reviews, 

Human Capital Reviews)

Assist countries in institutional and 
policy reforms

The Strategy Commits us to Engage Differently (1/2)



• Replicate and scale programs that work, starting with 
Global Challenge Programs (e.g., digitalization) and 
Multiphase Programmatic Approaches (e.g., adolescent 
girls in Africa)

• Improve results-focus in projects to address key 
constraints to gender equality and track outcomes (e.g., 
WBG Scorecard, WBG Gender Network) 

• Measure and report on progress including applying 
WBG Gender Strategy’s results framework to IDA 
countries

• Engage as One World Bank on gender equality across 
public and private sector (e.g., coordinated approaches 
on GBV prevention and women's financial inclusion)

• Mobilize government and private financing toward 
gender equality (e.g., Knowledge Academy, Public 
Expenditure and Financial Accountability, blended 
finance, sustainability-linked finance, credit for 
women–owned MSMEs)

Replicate and implement 
programs at scale

Facilitate government and 
private investment

The Strategy Commits us to Engage Differently (2/2)



The strategy has 3 objectives measured by 6 outcomes:
  

The WBG Gender Strategy 2024-2030 prioritizes 
key objectives for advancing  gender equality

We will engage with greater ambition and differently.
And we will measure outcomes.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES OUTCOMES

END GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 
AND ELEVATE HUMAN CAPITAL

1: Progress in ending all forms of gender-based violence 
2: Stronger and more resilient human capital

EXPAND AND ENABLE ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES

3: More and better jobs, including jobs of the future 
4: Greater ownership and use of economic assets 
5: Wider access to and use of enabling services

ENGAGE WOMEN AS LEADERS 6: Advances in women’s participation in decision-making 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099061124182033630/bosib17e6952570c51b49812a89c05be6a4


We will hold ourselves to account by tracking results

SCALE
maximizing our reach

AMBITION 
aiming for meaningful impact

INCLUSION 
ensuring all people benefit

EFFECTIVENESS 
tracking project results

People benefitting from greater gender equality, of which:

a) from actions to make progress in ending all forms of GBV
b)  from actions to improve sexual and reproductive health
c)  from actions that expand and enable economic 

opportunities
d)  from actions to advance women’s participation in decision 

making

Sex-disaggregated data for 15 WBG Scorecard results 
indicators across a wide range of outcomes

•Share of CPFs that include a CPF objective that tracks gender 
equality results

•Share of World Bank operations that focus on gender equality

•Share of World Bank operations that support institutional and 
policy reforms to advance gender equality

Share of World Bank gender-tagged operations that meet 
gender equality outcomes at project completion as documented 
in completion reports

The Strategy’s results framework introduces new indicators that emphasize 
WBG accountability and contributions to outcomes.



IDA21 is the vehicle to implement the Strategy 
in IDA Countries

AMBITION. IDA21 brings ambition to implement 
the WBG Gender Strategy in all active IDA countries 
in a customized way, with emphasis on institutional 
& policy reforms and programs at scale on key 
topics such as GBV, sexual and reproductive 
health, and economic participation.

FINANCING. Strong IDA21 will provide the 
resources to implement the WBG Gender Strategy 
in IDA countries for impact at scale.

ACCOUNTABILITY. Indicators from the WBG 
Gender Strategy’s results framework will be 
reported annually for IDA countries.



Key components of strategic country 
engagement:

• Updating and integrating gender analysis 
in core diagnostics and country analytics

• Prioritizing specific gender equality 
outcomes in country strategies and 
mobilizing financing to support it

• Translating gender equality outcomes into 
coordinated country programming as 
One WBG and with partners

For each country client, WBG Gender 
Strategy implementation with IDA 
support will deliver the most 
transformative impact in that setting.

IDA support will help identify and address country gender 
priorities



Eu Sou Capaz, Mozambique, 2023

Mozambique is fast-tracking 
implementation of the WBG Gender 
Strategy

• Country strategy includes focus on 
improving human capital and women’s 
empowerment

• Engagement aligned with country priorities 
to ensure equal access to primary 
education, health and reproductive services, 
and economic opportunities 

• New country engagement approach to 
widen consultations and partnerships, and 
promote coordinated approaches to gender 
equality

Example: Mozambique



Example: Nigeria

• A multi-sector program of analytics and capacity 
building informed dialogue on family planning, 
compulsory free education for girls through senior 
secondary school, and women’s economic 
empowerment

• Two flagship projects on priority topics grew from the 
analytics and dialogue and are getting results.

➢ Secondary school enrollment for girls has 
increased from 0.9 to 1.6 million

➢ 460,000 women have received business grants 
through self-help affinity groups

➢ Policy actions have provided support for GBV 
prevention and response created a structure to 
coordinate actions across sectors to expand and 
enable economic opportunities for women 

Nigeria is fast-tracking implementation 
of the WBG Gender Strategy



• Piecing Together Gender Equality: Gender, Development, and IDA
• World Bank Group Gender Strategy 2024-2030: Accelerate Gender Equality to End Poverty on a Livable Planet.
• Summaries of consultations on the WBG Gender Strategy with over 1,000 representatives from CSOs, governments, academia, the private sector, 

philanthropies, and development partners from more than 100 countries, along with statements, comments, and insights. Gender Innovation Lab 
Federation Causal Evidence

• Retrospective on Gender-Based Violence Prevention and Response in World Bank Group Operations
• Retrospective on Gender and Development
• Retrospective of IFC’s Implementation of the World Bank Group Gender Strategy 2016-2023
• Thematic Policy Notes:

o Achieving Gender Equity in Health: Key Areas of Focus Under Universal Health Coverage
o Increasing Gender Equality in Fragile, Conflict, and Violence Settings
o Closing Gender Gaps in Transport
o Achieving Gender Equality in Education: Examining Progress and Constraints
o Addressing Gender-Based Violence to Accelerate Gender Equality
o Addressing Care to Accelerate Equality
o Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) Inclusion and Gender Equality
o Addressing Social and Gender Norms to Promote Gender Equality
o Leveraging Gender Data to Accelerate Gender Equality
o Why Land and Property Rights Matter for Gender Equality
o Accelerating Gender Equality Through Reforming Legal Frameworks
o Increasing Women’s Representation in Business Leadership
o Closing Gender Gaps in Earnings
o Increasing Access to Technology for Inclusion
o Placing Gender Equality at the Center of Climate Action
o Increasing Female Labor Force Participation
o What Works in Supporting Women-led Businesses?

Annex: Resources

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/0f24c247ee7ff97f6034aba59d3e16e1-0410012023/original/ida-piecing-together-gender-equality-4-2023.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/genderstrategy
https://consultations.worldbank.org/en/consultations/detail/WBG-gender-strat-24-30#1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/38487
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/38487
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/96278a2d-9c37-4a6a-a781-ae9dbb846cb4
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/8a3651ba-fff2-4e76-b82a-4ff990071828
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099348108232317367/pdf/IDU03ffb382a05c8104ff50a8840211892b249a2.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/c780ab68-60da-46d0-a5d1-c42f7f7bd0ab
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/c9590b69-eb3d-481a-abd8-d38c7218b706
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/80cefd04-9211-4a05-a0f1-eadaae371138
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/ea2d465e-6b69-4bf2-8809-c12a43226e0f
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/bcbc3e3e-bbe9-464e-8ef5-59088f1231e9
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/4ec36a0c-ced2-4826-9e4f-51ec66eec7bf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/5850d068-639d-4cff-9b8c-7f44fc22e6c9
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/a3b37beb-8086-4ddd-82b6-e378754e83f7
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/c1e2e789-cf60-4807-a89c-b8c056730b0c
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/e376ce13-fbb6-4307-9fb6-8723087d3a41
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/c3f4a2b5-0426-4f81-83ae-c4e4d112a9d2
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/59d43be6-643e-4357-92b9-99a87ced6251
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/b77f36c5-6c4d-4776-89a3-7c5a13996e28
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/f87bf557-cf20-4ff5-8e16-9812730e7702
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/c10857ba-05d7-4d96-b1ad-06105dcc42f9
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/463fcf40-a44b-4862-8ed5-97e9c7f89aa0
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/be7df346-4062-5ebc-848b-d80d3a316381


Thank you!



Acknowledgements and Disclaimers

• All photos, graphics and content © The World Bank 
• This presentation has been prepared by the World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, IBRD) for information purposes only, and the IBRD makes no 

representation, warranty or assurance of any kind, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of any of the information contained herein.
• No Offer or Solicitation Regarding Securities. This presentation may include information relating to certain IBRD securities. Any such information is provided only for general informational 

purposes and does not constitute an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy any IBRD securities. All information relating to securities should be read in conjunction with the 
appropriate prospectus and any applicable supplement and Final Terms thereto, including the description of the risks with respect to an investment in such securities, which may be 
substantial and include the loss of principal. The securities mentioned herein may not be eligible for sale in certain jurisdictions or to certain persons.

• Consult with Advisors. Investors considering purchasing an IBRD security should consult their own financial and legal advisors for information about such security, the risks and 
investment considerations arising from an investment in such security, the appropriate tools to analyze such investment, and the suitability of such investment to each investor's 
particular circumstances. 

• No Guarantee as to Financial Results. IBRD does not warrant, guarantee or make any representation or warranties whatsoever, express or implied, or assumes any liability to investors 
regarding the financial results of the IBRD securities described herein.

• Each recipient of this presentation is deemed to acknowledge that this presentation is a proprietary document of IBRD and by receipt hereof agrees to treat it as confidential and not 
disclose it, or permit disclosure of it, to third parties without the prior written consent of the IBRD. All content (including, without limitation, the graphics, icons, and overall appearance of 
the presentation and its content) are the property of the IBRD. The IBRD does not waive any of its proprietary rights therein including, but not limited to, copyrights, trademarks and other 
intellectual property rights.

• This presentation includes forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements include statements concerning plans, objectives, goals, strategies, future events or 
performance, and underlying assumptions and other statements, which are other than statements of historical facts. The words "believe," "expect," "anticipate," "intends," "estimate," 
"forecast," "project," "will," "may," "should" and similar expressions identify forward-looking statements. The forward-looking statements in this presentation are based upon various 
assumptions, many of which are based, in turn, upon further assumptions, including, without limitation, management's examination of historical operating trends, data contained in 
IBRD’s records and other data available from third parties. Although IBRD believes that these assumptions were reasonable when made, these assumptions are inherently subject to 
significant uncertainties and contingencies which are difficult or impossible to predict and are beyond its control, and IBRD may not achieve or accomplish these expectations, beliefs or 
projections. Neither IBRD, nor any of its members, directors, officers, agents, employees or advisers intend or have any duty or obligation to supplement, amend, update or revise any of 
the forward-looking statements contained in this presentation.
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