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From Amnesty International Report, 1983

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is a worldwide movement which
is independent of any government, political grouping, ideology,
economic interest or religious creed. It plays a specific role within the
overall spectrum of human rights work. The activities of the organization
focus strictly on prisoners:
-It seeks the release of men and women detained anywhere for their

beliefs, colour, sex, ethnic origin, language or religion, provided
they have not used or advocated violence. These are termed
"prisoners of conscience".

-It advocates fair and early trials for all political prisoners and
works on behalf of such persons detained without charge or without
trial.

-It opposes the death penalty and torture or other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment of all prisoners without re-
servation.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL acts on the basis of the United
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other inter-
national instruments. Through practical work for prisoners within its
mandate, Amnesty International participates in the wider promotion
and protection of human rights in the civil, political, economic, social
and cultural spheres.

AMNE STY INTERNATIONAL has more than 500,000 members,
subscribers and supporters in over 150 countries and territories, with
over 3,000 local groups in more than 50 countries in Africa, Asia,
Europe, the Americas and the Middle East. Each group works on
behalf of at least two prisoners of conscience in countries other than
its own. These countries are balanced geographically and politically
to ensure impartiality. Information about prisoners and human rights
violations emanates from Amnesty International's Research Depart-
ment in London. No section, group or member is expected to provide
information on their own country, and no section, group or member
has any responsibility for action taken or statements issued by the
international organization concerning their own country.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL has formal relations with the
United Nations (ECOSOC), UNESCO, the Council of Europe, the
Organization of American States and the Organization of African
Unity.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is financed by subscriptions and
donations of its worldwide membership. To safeguard the independence
of the organization, all contributions are strictly controlled by guidelines
laid down by the International Council and income and expenditure
are made public in an annual financial report.
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For Mr. Clausen's meeting on November 30

with the Secretary-General of Amnesty

International.

I.F.I. Shihata E-723 74945


