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1/22/69 

1. 1/8/71 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

Antonastio Ndonga, Foreign Minister 
Angel Massie, Interior Minister 

Mr. M'Ba, Charge d'Affaires, Equatorial Guinea Mission to the UN 
One other person 
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TO: 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT I INTERNATION AL BANK FO R 
AS SOCIA TI ON RECONSTRUCT ION AND DE VELOPMENT 

IN TERNATION AL FINANCE 
CORPORAT ION 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
Memorandum for the Record DATE:January 8, 1971 

Roger Chaufournier t 
Equatorial Guinea: Visit of Mr. M'Ba with Mr. McNamara 

Mr. M'Ba, Charge d'Affaires of the Mission of Equatorial 
Guinea to the United Nations, visited Mr. McNamara on January 8, 1971 
at 4:10p.m., to deliver two sealed envelopes in the name of the 
President of the Republic. The envelopes, which were subsequently 
opened, contained letters from the President to Mr. McNamara thanking 
him for the work of our recent mission, and gave his agreement to the 
proposed highway mission. Mr. Chaufournier attended the meeting and 
acted as translater. 

RChaufournier:sm 



INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR 
RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN TERNATIONAL Fl NANCE 
ASSOCIATION CORPORATION 

January 8, 1971 

Y.tr . McNamara.: 

Yll'. M1Ba., the Charge d'Affaires of the 
Mission of Equatorial Guinea to the United Nations, 
will come to the Bank this afternoon at 4 :10 to 
deliver to you personally a. message from President 
YJB.cias. 

Equatorial Guinea bas been a member of the 
Bank since July 1, 1970, and in December 1970 it 
applied for IDA membership. The Government is 
eager to receive technical and financial assistance 
from the Bank. 

After an exploratory mission by Hessrs. 
Tba.lwitz and Marco in November 1970 , President Macias 
wrote to you on December 3, 1970 stating his Govern
ment's sector preferences (copy of English trans
lation of letter attacbed)o As soon as we bad 
arranged for a highway project identification 
mission to visit Equatorial Guinea in January 1971, 
}fr. Knapp acknowledged, in your absence, President 
Macias' letter to you and announced the mission 
(copy of :Mr . Knapp's cable attached). A reply to 
President ?-1a.cias is being prepared for your signature. 

Bank operations in Equatorial Guinea will be 
difficult for several reasons: (1) the absence of 
an experienced administration; (2) internal political 
insta.bili ty; and ( 3) strained relations wi tb tbe 
former Colonial Power, Spain. During the recent 
exploratory mission, Mr . Tba.lwitz was told that the 
Government would not welcome visits by Bank staff
members of Spanish na.tionality to Equatorial Guinea. 
The proposed highway mission consists of Mr . Schaefer, 
a U.S. na.tional, and }fr . Soto, a. Colombian na.tiona.l. 

Roger Cbaufournier 
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ORIGINAL LANGUAGE: Spanish (Eouatorial Guinea) 
DEPT. Weste!'rr Afri<'.E 

Department 

The President of the Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea 

ITRANSL />.TOR: rms I r.rlf 

Santa Isabel, December 3, 1970 

}rr. Robert S. McNamara 
President of the International 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
Washingtcn D.C. 

Dear l•rr. HcNamara: 

I am -writing to you with reference to the welcome visit paid to my 
country, during the past week, by the Hission from the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

I feel stU'e that, in carrying out his exploratory mission, 11r. 
Wilfried P. Thalwitz was able not only to observe Equatorial G~inea's 
most pressing neefJs as regards economic development and t e chnical assis
tance, but also to take due note of the favorable basic conditions of 
Ot'..r economy, which I consider make us eligible to :r.•eceive the indisyJen
sable assistance of the 1tV'orld Bank Group. 

Even though my country does not, at !Jresent, possess all the data 
required for the planning of a development and investment program, I have 
been informed that the most urgent priorities vJere emphasized during 
the talks ivhich Hr. Thabvitz had with the representati-ves of my Govern
ment, and I also trust that the brief visits paid by Hr. 'I'halwitz to 
the cities of Bata and Santa Isabel enabled him to note the opportunities 
fm• immediate assistance, particularly as regards highr,.1ay maintenance, 
the opening of certain e s sential rout9s, and technical and financial 
assistance for our Natione:!l Deposit and Development Bank that is now 
being set up . 

.c..qu;:;tori.:Jl Gui n0a rs needs i n terms of development a:re many a nd 
p .c ess.ing Hr. h.::::.=u'l::~ra . 1·!Y Governme11t is fully C.:etermi ned to contin~e . 

as we have bee n doing, vd.th the implementation of sound financial and 
monet2ry policies that merit the confidence of tl:e r..ational and in'ter-
national conur,uni ty. 1tJe intend to advance slm.Jly but surely, enlisting 
the efforts of all Guineans. Nevertheless, our exertions fail to achieve 
the success we seek if we do not receive timely financial and technical 
aid from the International Organizativns of which -we are associate members. 
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It is for this reason that I would request you, by this letter, to 
have a Hission of technical experts visit us as soon as possible, 
in order to make specific arrangements for the financing of projects 
of greater priority. 

· At the same time; I have the honor to inform you that I have 
today sent a memorandum to the Secretary of the International Develop
ment Association, containing an application for membership from the 
Republic of Equatorial Guinea. I hope that the necessary arrangements 
can be made as soon as possible. 

I trust that the present letter will receive your earliest attention, 
and I should be grateful if you would kindly acknowledge receiving it, 
I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

/s/ Francisco Macias Nguema 



IN THE ABSENCE OF }ffi MC NAMARA 
I 

STOP RESPECTFULLY 

YOURS 
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