ICP REGIONAL COORDINATORS

MEETING
17-21 May 2004
Washington, D.C., USA

ICP ASIA PACIFIC
Regional Report

BISHNU D. PANT
Regional Coordinator, ICP Asia Pacific




Stage of preparation for product lists

Finalized list for Phase I for household consumption in
Jan/Feb 2004 - food, clothing & footwear includes 382 items
with about 100 rice varieties.

However, specifications need to be made more "“tight” for
phase I product list.

Initiated work on Phase II product list — housing, electricity,
gas & water; education, health, transport services, etc. & to
be finalized on 5-16 July.

Finalization of non-household consumption product list in
December.




Training of Trainors for Price
Surveys

Two sub-regional workshops — for East & South
East Asian countries in Malaysia (22-27 March)
and for South Asian countries in India (29 March —
3 April)

Organized to prepare ICP price statisticians for the
price surveys; ensure the collection of high quality
data; & to ensure that ICP processes are

compatible with all of the other regional programs.




Training of Trainors for Price
Surveys

At the request of the participants, agreed to
prepare a short “Practical Guidebook for
Conducting ICP Price Surveys”.

Participants given training on the Tool Pack.

Proposed to test Tool Pack in India, Nepal,
Philippines & Vietnam.




Training of Trainors for Price
Surveys

Translation of product specifications to be done by the
countries as needed. Product list has to be finalized soon
to give countries ample time for translation.

Price surveys to commence in October instead of July
pending the availability of a fully-tested Tool Pack;
synchronization of Asia/Pacific price surveys with the
other regions; & to give countries sufficient time for their
national training of price collectors.

Countries to decide on their own schedules for the
training of price collectors.




Training Plans & Timetable

Letter sent to countries requesting for schedule of
iIn-country training; type of assistance needed;
and number of outlets to be surveyed. Deadline

for request is 17 May.

Proposed Sample of Outlets and Frequency of Price Collection

Country:

Urban Outlets Rural Outlets
Outlet Type 1 Outlet Type 2 Outlet Type 1 Outlet Type 2

Product
Frequency of Frequency of Number Frequency of Number Frequency of

Number Number
Price Price Price Price
Collection Colleciion Collection Collection




Training of Trainors for Price
Surveys

Some countries are requesting assistance in their
In-country training:

China 14-19 June

Taipei,China 13-17 September

Vietham 9-14 August
Bhutan No schedule yet

Countries have been requested to conduct monthly
price surveys for the entire household consumption
product list for the first 3 months. fis




THANK YOU




