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STRUCTURAL QUALITY STANDARDS



BACKGROUND

The Government of El Salvador has developed a Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education based on standards.

Early Childhood Development and Learning Standards (EDAPI)

curriculum, materials, and pedagogy

Learning Standards Learning Environment Standards Operational standards
(Structural Quality Standards)

Education Management Evaluation

● Initial training standards
● Teacher performing standards
● Principal performing standards

● Architectural standards
● Engineering standards
● Socioemotional standards

● Minimum quality requirements
● Certification System
● Certification Tools



What are Structural Quality Standards?

• Technical and operational guidelines to ensure mínimum and progressive quality

• Clear and measurable criteria that ensure a safe and stimulating environment for development

• The Structural Quality Standards are focused on early childhood ages 3 to 7 years, public and private schools

In 2024, the SQS were designed and validated through a participatory process that included all directorates of the Ministry and 
representatives from various institutions



5 level model that permits the system to measure progress

Level 0 – Inadequate

Requires immediate attention 
and urgent corrective actions to 
ensure minimum conditions.

Level 1 – Low
Meets basic requirements but 
needs significant improvements 
to achieve quality standards.

Level 2 – Acceptable
Satisfies essential requirements 
with room for improvement 
toward excellence.

Level 3 – Good
Demonstrates consistent quality 
practices that support 
comprehensive child 
development.

Level 4 – High
Represents excellence and best 
practices that can serve as a 
model for other educational 
centers.



Challenges

• Understanding the concept of standards
• Determination of which areas are going to 

be prioritized
• Developing the quality system and 

deploying in schools
• Determining governing body
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