
Recent developments 

Output in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) collapsed by 
an estimated 2.4 percent in 2020 as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This was the region’s first 
economic contraction in a generation and the 
deepest recession since the 1960s. The recession 
was, however, milder than previously projected, as 
the virus spread more slowly than anticipated and 
agricultural activity was unexpectedly strong in 
some countries (Benin, Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria; 
World Bank 2021m). Growth in the region has 
gradually resumed this year, reflecting positive 
spillovers from strengthening global economic 
activity, including higher oil and metal prices, and 
some progress at containing COVID-19 
outbreaks, especially in Western and Central 
Africa (figure 2.6.1.A). PMI readings for 
manufacturing and services suggest that activity in 
these sectors continued to expand in 2021, albeit 
at still modest rates (figure 2.6.1.B). The 
pandemic has contributed to a widening of budget 
deficits and a sharp increase in government debt. 
The debt-to-GDP ratio in the region jumped on 
average 8 percentage points to 70 percent of GDP 
last year, raising the risk of debt distress in some 

countries (IMF 2020). The adverse effects of the 
pandemic, fiscal pressures, and the very slow pace 
of vaccinations have dampened the resumption of 
growth, in particular in the hospitality and 
tourism sectors. 

Activity in the three largest economies in the 
region—Angola, Nigeria, and South Africa—has 
partially recovered after falling by 4.2 percent in 
2020. Many industrial and agricultural 
commodity exporters suffered deep contractions 
last year from depressed external demand and 
localized COVID-related disruptions (Angola, 
Cabo Verde, Mali, Republic of Congo; FAO 
2020; World Bank 2021n). In tourism-reliant 
countries, international arrivals have been at a near
-halt, and are likely to remain anemic until
widescale vaccinations allow for a safe reopening
of borders to international travel (Kenya,
Mauritius, Seychelles; figure 2.6.1.C). Although
conditions have improved in the region, COVID-
19 and related control measures have continued to
disrupt schooling, damage health, inhibit
investment, and weigh on growth.

In countries with policy space, accommodative 
monetary and fiscal policies, combined with 
currency depreciations and rising energy and food 
prices, have fueled inflationary pressures in some 

Output in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) is expected to expand a modest 2.8 percent in 2021, and 3.3 percent next 
year. Positive spillovers from strengthening global activity, better international control of COVID-19, and 
strong domestic activity in agricultural commodity exporters are expected to gradually help lift growth. 
Nonetheless, the recovery is envisioned to remain fragile, given the legacies of the pandemic and the slow pace of 
vaccinations in the region. In a region where tens of millions more people are estimated to have slipped into 
extreme poverty because of COVID-19, per capita income growth is set to remain feeble, averaging 0.4 percent 
a year in 2021-22, reversing only a small part of last year’s loss. Risks to the outlook are tilted to the downside, 
and include lingering procurement and logistical impediments to vaccinations, further increases in food prices 
that could worsen food insecurity, rising internal tensions and conflicts, and deeper-than-expected long-term 
damage from the pandemic. 

Note: This section was prepared by Cedric Okou. 
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  remittances to the region—a lifeline for household 
consumption—have held up better than expected, 
partly reflecting a shift from informal or 
traditional non-digital cash payments to cheaper 
digital transfers and improving job opportunities 
in Sub-Saharan African migrant workers’ 
destination countries. 

Outlook 

Growth is expected to resume in SSA this year, 
reaching 2.8 percent, and firm to 3.3 percent in 
2022 (figure 2.6.2.A). This pickup is underpinned 
by stronger external demand from the region’s 
trading partners—mainly China and the United 
States—higher commodity prices, and better 
containment of COVID-19. Despite the projected 
rebound, SSA will have the second-slowest growth 
this year among emerging market and developing 
economy (EMDE) regions. Although some 
countries have secured vaccine doses through the 
COVAX facility, procurement and logistical 
challenges are envisioned to further delay the 
already slow pace of vaccination in the region 
(figure 2.6.2.B). Policy uncertainty and the 
lingering negative effects of COVID-19 are also 
expected to delay some major investments in 
infrastructure and the extractives sector, and to 
weigh on the recovery (Central African Republic, 
Equatorial Guinea, Kenya, Niger). The regional 
forecast has been downgraded by an average 0.1 
percentage point in 2021-22 below the January 
projections, mainly reflecting worse-than-expected 
weakness in investment, recurring bouts of 
conflict, and limited policy space to further 
support demand. Activity over the forecast 
horizon is now set to expand by 0.7 percentage 
point less than the average pace of 2010-19.  

In per capita terms, income growth is forecast to 
remain subdued, averaging 0.4 percent a year in 
2021-22, after a 5 percent decline last year. As a 
result, per capita income levels in 2022 will still be 
4 percent, on average, lower than in 2019. 
Conditions in the region’s fragile and conflict-
affected countries are expected to be particularly 
challenging, with the average per capita GDP level 
in 2022 projected to be 5.3 percent below its 2019 
level. In about half of this subset of SSA countries, 

FIGURE 2.6.1. SSA: Recent developments  

New COVID-19 infections in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) have declined after 

rising sharply in late 2020 and early 2021. Although PMI readings have 

remained in expansionary territory this year, the resumption in activity has 

been tepid. International tourist arrivals have remained close to zero over 

the past year. As vaccinations proceed, some countries will gradually lift 

travel restrictions. Inflation has picked up in some countries, reflecting 

currency depreciations and rising food prices.  

B. Median purchasing managers 

indexes for SSA countries  

A. Daily new COVID-19 infections in 

SSA  

D. Inflation  C. International tourist arrivals for 

selected SSA countries  

Sources: Haver Analytics; John Hopkins University; Seychelles National Statistics Agency; World 

Bank; Zimbabwe National Statistics. 

Note: EMDEs = emerging market and developing economies; SSA = Sub-Saharan Africa. 

A. Figure shows 7-day moving average of new COVID-19 cases. EMDEs line indicates the 7-day 

moving average ending on May 25, 2021. 

B. Composite PMI covers manufacturing and services. Sample includes Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, 

Nigeria, South Africa, Uganda, and Zambia. Last observation is April 2021. 

C. Figure shows changes in tourist arrivals indexed to January 2020 = 100. 

D. AGO = Angola; GHA = Ghana; KEN = Kenya; NGA = Nigeria; ZAF = South Africa; ZWE = 

Zimbabwe. Latest observation is 2021Q1. Orange lines show 2020 inflation targets for Ghana, Kenya, 

Nigeria, and South Africa.  

countries (Angola, Nigeria; figure 2.6.1.D). In 
other countries in the region, however, subdued 
demand has kept inflation contained (Kenya, 
South Africa). Capital inflows to the region have 
lost momentum, owing to heightened uncertainty 
about the course of the pandemic and weak 
growth prospects in some recipient countries. 
Nonetheless, foreign direct investments in 2020 
have been more resilient in SSA than the average 
EMDE excluding China, recouping about nine-
tenths of their pre-pandemic levels. Workers’ 
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FIGURE 2.6.2 SSA: Outlook 

Growth is forecast to resume at a modest pace, reflecting improved 

external demand and resilient commodity prices, but will remain below its 

pre-pandemic average. Lingering procurement and administration hurdles 

are expected to slow the pace of vaccinations in the region. The projected 

weak per capita income growth in 2021-22 will be insufficient to reverse 

setbacks in raising living standards caused by the pandemic last year in 

many SSA countries.  

B. COVID-19 vaccinations  A. GDP growth  

D. Changes in commodity prices 

between November 2020 and May 

2021  

C. Evolution of per capita GDP  

Sources: Our World in Data (database); World Bank 

Note: EMDEs = emerging market and developing economies; SSA = Sub-Saharan Africa. 

A. “Industrial-commodity exporters” represents oil and metal exporting countries. Aggregate growth 

rates calculated using constant GDP weights at average 2010-19 prices and market exchange rates. 

“Industrial commodity exporters” excludes Angola, Nigeria, and South Africa. 

B. Total number of people who received at least one vaccine dose. Last observation is May 25, 2021. 

C. Chart reflects the evolution of real per capita GDP in constant U.S. dollars at average 2010-19 

prices and market exchange rates, rebased to 2010 = 100. “SSA” sample comprises 47 countries. 

D. Bars represent the percentage change in the May 2021 monthly price relative to November 2020.  

a decade or more of per capita income will be lost 
by the end of the forecast horizon. The pandemic 
is also expected to worsen inequality through its 
outsized negative effects on women, children, and 
unskilled workers (IMF 2021). Feeble per capita 
GDP growth will be insufficient to improve 
conditions significantly in a region where 40 
percent of the population struggles with extreme 
poverty (figure 2.6.2.C).  

In Nigeria, growth is projected to resume at a 
modest rate of 1.8 percent in 2021 and edge up to 
2.1 percent next year, assuming higher oil prices, a 
gradual implementation of structural reforms in 
the oil sector, and a market-based flexible 
exchange rate management (figure 2.6.2.D). The 
expected pickup is also predicated on continued 
vaccinations in the second half of this year and a 
gradual relaxation of COVID-related restrictions 
that will allow activity to improve. Nonetheless, 
output in Nigeria is not expected to return to its 
2019 level until end-2022. 

Following a sharp recession in 2020, growth in 
South Africa is forecast at 3.5 percent this year and 
2.1 percent in 2022, with the recovery benefiting 
from a gradual relaxation of COVID-19 
restrictions and stronger metal prices. Although 
expansionary monetary and fiscal policies have 
buoyed activity, GDP will remain well below its 
2019 level through 2022. Heightened fiscal 
pressures and feeble public investment growth 
continue to dim South Africa’s near-term growth 
prospects. Major structural impediments to 
potential growth remain, including labor market 
rigidities, reflected in continuing large-scale 
unemployment.  

Angola’s economy is projected to expand by 0.5 
percent in 2021 and 3.3 percent in 2022, on the 
back of stronger oil prices and government 
consumption. Output is, however, not envisioned 
to regain its 2019 level until toward the end of the 
forecast horizon. Oil production, which 
plummeted last year, is forecast to remain below 
pre-pandemic levels in the near term if OPEC+ 
cuts are maintained. Fiscal pressures and increased 
policy uncertainty due to COVID-19 are expected 
to hamper the recovery by delaying critical 

investments to revamp aging oil fields and increase 
production capacity in the oil sector.  

Elsewhere in the region, growth is forecast to edge 
up to 3.8 percent a year on average in 2021-22, 
substantially below the 2010-19 average pace of 
5.1 percent. Growth in industrial commodity 
exporters—excluding Angola, Nigeria, and South 
Africa—is expected to pick up to 2.4 percent in 
2021-22; however, it will remain 1.5 percentage 
points below its 2010-19 average (Cameroon, 
Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of 
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Congo). In Botswana, growth is projected to 
rebound to 5.6 percent, on average, in 2021-22, as 
stronger metals and minerals prices, particularly 
for diamonds and nickel, rekindle activity after a 
precipitous collapse in the mining sector last year. 
For many industrial commodity-exporting 
economies, higher oil and metal prices will boost 
export revenues, but will not be sufficient to close 
fiscal deficits opened by last year’s shortfalls. 

In agricultural commodity exporters, growth is 
forecast to resume at a faster pace of 4.5 percent a 

year on average in 2021-22 (Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Ethiopia). Projections for a number of countries 
assume sustained investment in infrastructure, 
greater export diversification, and continued 
implementation of reforms to improve business 
environments (Rwanda, Senegal, Togo). However, 
output growth in agricultural com-modity 
exporters over the next couple of years is projected 
to remain lower than the 2010-19 average growth 
rate of 5.7 percent. 

Risks 

Risks to the forecasts are tilted to the downside. 
Some countries in SSA have invested in upgrades 
to national vaccine distribution systems (Ghana, 
Nigeria, South Africa). Nevertheless, persistent 
procurement and logistical hurdles in many other 
countries could delay widescale vaccinations more 
severely than assumed. In South Africa, new 
outbreaks of a more transmittable strain of 
COVID-19 have contributed to the spread of the 
virus and slowed the distribution of vaccinations. 
Despite the strong scientific consensus that they 
are safe and effective, there is some skepticism 
about the vaccines among the public, with positive 
opinions of COVID-19 vaccines’ safety and 
efficacy at just 21 percent in Senegal and 34 
percent in Liberia (Afrobarometer 2021).1 In 
addition to COVID-19, new Ebola outbreaks, if 
not contained, could spread and increase the viral 
threat in the region (Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Guinea).  

Oil prices could fall, owing to continued weakness 
in global oil demand or a rapid increase in 
OPEC+ oil production (World Bank 2021k). In 
this scenario, some oil exporters could lose 
revenues, especially those that have structural 
capacity constraints and limited scope to quickly 
ramp up their production.  

Food insecurity remains a key risk. Food price 
inflation has been exacerbated in some countries 

1 Afrobarometer surveys show that 79 and 66 percent of people 
were reluctant to get vaccinated in Senegal and Liberia, repectively 
(Afrobarometer 2021). Another survey across 15 African countries 
showed that 59 percent (Democratic Republic of Congo) to 94 
percent (Ethiopia) of respondents were willing to take COVID-19 
vaccines (Africa CDC 2021; Lazarus et al. 2020).  

FIGURE 2.6.3 SSA: Risks 

Recent currency depreciations in some Sub-Saharan African countries 

may contribute to inflationary pressures. Food insecurity, rising conflicts, 

and violence against civilians, fueled by political unrest and economic 

disputes, could dampen the economic recovery. Fiscal deficits are 

projected to gradually narrow, as the pandemic is brought under control; 

however, a sharp increase in long-term sovereign bond yields could raise 

fiscal pressures in some SSA countries.  

B. Food insecurity in SSA  A. Changes in U.S. dollar exchange 

rates versus SSA currencies  

D. Fiscal balance  C. Forcibly displaced populations  

Sources: FSIN and Global Network Against Food Crises; Haver Analytics; IMF; UNHCR; World 

Bank. 

Note: EMDEs = emerging market and developing economies; SSA = Sub-Saharan Africa. 

A. Change in U.S. dollar exchange rates versus SSA currencies since December 2019. Monthly 

averages. Last observation is April 2021. Index (100 = December 2019). Values above 100 indicate 

depreciation. Shaded area indicates the 25-75 percentile range.   

B. “Number of people in food crisis” reflects those classified as Integrated Food Security Phase 

Classification (IPC/CH) Phase 3, i.e., in acute food insecurity crisis or worse, in 2020. “Population 

share” reflects the sample median. Whiskers reflect the interquartile range. Sample includes 55 

EMDEs and 35 SSA countries. 

C. Asylum-seekers and refugees are people that flee their countries to seek asylum abroad or person 

that need international protection. Internally displaced persons are people that have been forced to 

leave or abandon their homes, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized border. 

D. Simple averages of sub-groups.  
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  by currency depreciations: about half of the 
currencies in the region have depreciated since the 
start of 2021 (Ethiopia, Mozambique, Zambia; 
figure 2.6.3.A). Currency depreciation and supply 
constraints raised food prices by more than 20 
percent in some countries early this year (Angola, 
Ethiopia, Nigeria). Flood and drought could also 
destroy crops, exacerbate food price inflation, and 
further weigh on household consumption, with 
outsized negative effects on the most vulnerable 
populations. Heavy rains, floods, cyclones, and 
wetter-than-normal weather conditions could lead 
to more locust breeding and infestation, and put 
large swaths of the population, especially in 
Eastern and Southern Africa, at a higher risk of 
hunger (World Bank 2021n). Conflicts could 
damage agricultural production, disrupt food 
supply, cause forced population displacements and 
make food insecurity more acute, with 
significantly greater negative effects on women 
and children (Brück and d’Errico 2019). With 
about 100 million people in food crisis and 4 out 
of 10 extremely poor people, the region could see 
many millions more slip into severe food 
insecurity in the next couple of years (figure 
2.6.3.B; FSIN 2021). 

Rising conflicts and insecurity could also weaken 
recoveries. There are concerns that the 
humanitarian and economic toll of conflicts could 
dampen the projected growth pickup. Insur-
gencies and abductions in the Sahel, as well as 
political and electoral violence, could weigh more 
heavily on growth and erode the living standards 
of the most vulnerable people (figure 2.6.3.C). 

A sudden rise in sovereign borrowing costs could 
exacerbate fiscal pressures in some countries. 
Despite still-benign global financial conditions, 
sovereign borrowing costs have remained higher 
than before the pandemic in some countries 
(Angola, Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa). As 
COVID-19 recedes, budget deficits, which have 
widened substantially, are expected to gradually 
narrow (Chad, Ethiopia, Zambia; IMF 2020; 
figure 2.6.3.D). However, high debt burden and 
fiscal pressures could become more acute and 
precipitate financial distress in some countries, 
especially if borrowing costs increase sharply in 
line with further possible increases in long-term 
yields on government bonds in advanced 
economies and major EMDEs. Heightened fiscal 
pressures could also delay government payments 
to suppliers and contractors, cause revenue 
shortfalls and bankruptcies among these firms, and 
increase the likelihood of financial stress (Bosio et 
al. 2021).  

There are also upside risks to the projections. The 
pace of vaccinations could surpass expectations, 
for example, if the COVAX facility and bilateral 
partners assist SSA countries in scaling up their 
vaccination programs. This could restore 
consumer and business confidence, stimulate 
consumption and investment, lower unemploy-
ment, and strengthen the recovery. Also, a 
stronger-than-expected rally in metals and oil 
prices could boost exports, increase government 
revenues, and ease fiscal pressures in industrial 
commodity exporters.  
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 2018 2019 2020e 2021f 2023f  2021f 2022f 

EMDE SSA, GDP 1 2.7 2.5 -2.4 2.8 3.8  0.0 -0.2 

GDP per capita (U.S. dollars) 0.0 -0.2 -4.9 0.2 1.2  0.0 -0.2 

(Average including countries that report expenditure components in national accounts) 2 

EMDE SSA, GDP 2,3 2.7 2.5 -2.5 2.8 3.7  0.0 -0.1 

PPP GDP 2.8 2.6 -2.2 2.8 3.9  -0.1 -0.3 

Private consumption 4.5 2.7 -3.6 1.9 2.6  0.0 -0.1 

Public consumption 5.9 3.7 3.8 1.1 2.2  -0.1 0.0 

Fixed investment 6.9 5.2 -7.7 1.7 5.7  -1.1 -2.1 

Exports, GNFS 4 2.4 4.6 -8.5 6.8 5.5  0.1 -0.2 

Imports, GNFS 4 8.4 5.8 -9.2 3.1 3.5  0.3 0.0 

Net exports, contribution to growth -1.6 -0.4 0.4 0.9 0.5  0.0 0.0 

Memo items: GDP         

Eastern and Southern Africa                                 2.6 1.9 -3.4 3.2 3.9  -0.3 -0.3 

Western and Central Africa 2.9 3.2 -1.2 2.3 3.6  0.4 0.0 

SSA excluding Nigeria, South Africa, and Angola                                           4.7 4.1 -0.5 3.3 5.3  -0.4 -0.6 

Oil exporters 5 1.4 2.1 -2.2 1.5 2.7  0.4 0.0 

CFA countries 6 3.9 4.1 -0.8 3.3 5.5  0.1 -0.7 

CEMAC 0.3 1.5 -2.9 1.6 2.9  0.1 -1.2 

WAEMU 6.4 5.8 0.7 4.3 7.1  0.0 -0.3 

SSA3 1.0 1.1 -4.2 2.3 2.2  0.4 0.2 

Nigeria 1.9 2.2 -1.8 1.8 2.4  0.7 0.3 

2022f 

3.3 

0.7 

3.3 

3.3 

2.6 

2.1 

3.3 

5.4 

3.4 

0.5 

 

3.6 

2.9 

4.4 

2.2 

4.2 

1.5 

5.8 

2.2 

2.1 

South Africa 0.8 0.2 -7.0 3.5 2.1 1.5  0.2 0.4 

Angola -2.0 -0.6 -5.2 0.5 3.3 3.5  -0.4 -0.2 

TABLE 2.6.1 Sub-Saharan Africa forecast summary 

(Real GDP growth at market prices in percent, unless indicated otherwise) 

Source: World Bank. 

Note: e = estimate; f = forecast; PPP = purchasing power parity; EMDE = emerging market and developing economy. World Bank forecasts are frequently updated based on new information 

and changing (global) circumstances. Consequently, projections presented here may differ from those contained in other Bank documents, even if basic assessments of countries’ prospects 

do not differ at any given moment in time. 

1. GDP and expenditure components are measured in average 2010-19 prices and market exchange rates.  

2. Subregion aggregate excludes the Central African Republic, Eritrea, Guinea, São Tomé and Príncipe, Somalia, and South Sudan, for which data limitations prevent the forecasting of GDP 

components. 

3. Subregion growth rates may differ from the most recent edition of Africa’s Pulse (https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/africas-pulse) due to data revisions and the inclusion 

of the Central African Republic and São Tomé and Príncipe in the subregion aggregate of that publication. 

4. Exports and imports of goods and nonfactor services (GNFS). 

5. Includes Angola, Cameroon, Chad, the Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Ghana, Nigeria, and South Sudan. 

6. The Financial Community of Africa (CFA) franc zone consists of 14 countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, each affiliated with one of two monetary unions. The Central African Economic and 

Monetary Union (CEMAC) comprises Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Chad, the Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, and Gabon; the West African Economic and Monetary Union 

(WAEMU) comprises Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Senegal, and Togo. 

Percentage point  
differences from January 

2021 projections 

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/600223300a3685fe68016a484ee867fb-0350012021/related/Global-Economic-Prospects-June-2021-SSA-data.xlsx
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  2018 2019 2020e 2021f 2023f  2021f 2022f 

Angola -2.0 -0.6 -5.2 0.5 3.5  -0.4 -0.2 

Benin 6.7 6.9 2.0 5.0 6.5  0.0 -0.5 

Botswana 4.5 3.0 -7.9 6.9 4.1  1.2 0.3 

Burkina Faso 6.7 5.7 0.6 3.1 5.7  0.7 0.3 

Burundi 1.6 1.8 0.3 2.0 3.0  0.0 0.0 

Central African Republic 3.7 3.1 0.0 0.7 4.4  -2.5 -1.3 

Cabo Verde 4.5 5.7 -14.0 3.9 6.1  -1.6 -0.8 

Cameroon 4.1 3.7 -2.1 2.1 3.8  -0.9 -0.7 

Chad 2.4 3.2 -0.9 1.0 2.9  -1.4 -0.8 

Comoros 3.4 2.0 -0.5 0.2 4.2  -2.2 -1.4 

Congo, Dem. Rep. 5.8 4.4 0.8 2.5 4.1  0.4 0.0 

Congo, Rep. -6.2 -3.5 -7.9 -0.1 3.1  1.9 1.0 

Côte d’Ivoire 6.9 6.2 1.8 5.7 6.5  0.2 0.2 

Equatorial Guinea -6.4 -5.6 -4.9 2.4 -2.3  5.2 -4.4 

Eritrea 13.0 3.7 -0.6 2.0 3.8  -1.5 -0.6 

Eswatini 2.4 2.2 -3.1 1.3 1.5  -0.2 0.2 

Ethiopia 2 6.8 8.4 6.1 2.3 7.5  2.3 -2.7 

Gabon 0.8 3.9 -1.9 1.5 3.6  -0.4 -1.3 

Gambia, The 7.2 6.1 0.0 3.5 7.0  0.4 0.2 

Ghana 6.3 6.5 1.1 1.4 3.6  0.0 0.0 

Guinea 6.2 5.6 4.7 5.5 5.2  0.0 0.0 

Guinea-Bissau 3.8 4.6 -2.4 3.0 5.0  0.0 0.0 

Kenya 6.3 5.4 -0.3 4.5 5.8  -2.4 -1.0 

Lesotho 1.5 1.4 -5.8 2.9 3.2  -0.2 -0.7 

Liberia 1.2 -2.3 -2.9 3.3 4.7  0.1 0.3 

Madagascar 4.6 4.9 -4.2 2.0 5.4  0.0 0.0 

Malawi 4.4 5.4 0.8 2.8 4.5  -0.5 -1.9 

Mali 4.7 4.8 -2.0 2.5 5.0  0.0 0.0 

Mauritania 2.1 5.9 -1.5 2.7 6.0  -1.0 -1.1 

Mauritius 3.8 3.0 -15.6 3.6 4.3  -1.7 -0.9 

Mozambique 3.4 2.3 -1.3 1.7 6.3  -1.1 -0.3 

Namibia 1.1 -1.6 -7.3 1.8 1.5  -0.4 -0.2 

Niger 7.2 5.9 0.8 4.7 12.1  -0.4 -2.9 

Nigeria 1.9 2.2 -1.8 1.8 2.4  0.7 0.3 

Rwanda 8.6 9.4 -3.3 4.9 7.5  -0.8 -0.4 

São Tomé and Príncipe 2.9 1.3 3.1 2.7 4.0  -0.3 -2.0 

Senegal 6.4 5.3 -0.7 3.1 8.9  -0.4 -0.7 

Seychelles 3.8 5.3 -13.3 1.8 4.2  -1.3 0.5 

Sierra Leone 3.4 5.5 -2.2 3.0 4.0  -1.1 -0.9 

South Africa 0.8 0.2 -7.0 3.5 1.5  0.2 0.4 

Sudan -2.3 -2.5 -3.6 0.4 2.6  -2.1 -2.0 

South Sudan 2 -3.5 -0.3 9.5 -3.4 3.0  0.0 1.5 

Tanzania 5.4 5.8 2.0 4.5 6.0  -1.0 -0.5 

Togo 3 4.9 5.3 0.7 3.4 5.0  0.4 0.1 

Uganda 2 6.3 6.4 3.0 3.3 6.4  0.5 -1.2 

Zambia 3.5 1.4 -3.0 1.8 3.8  -0.1 -0.5 

Zimbabwe 4.8 -8.1 -8.0 3.9 5.0  1.0 2.0 

2022f 

3.3 

6.0 

4.3 

5.0 

2.5 

2.8 

5.2 

2.7 

2.5 

2.2 

3.0 

2.3 

6.0 

-5.6 

4.9 

1.1 

6.0 

2.5 

5.5 

2.4 

5.2 

4.0 

4.7 

3.1 

4.2 

5.8 

3.0 

5.2 

3.7 

5.9 

4.1 

1.8 

8.9 

2.1 

6.4 

3.5 

4.9 

4.3 

3.7 

2.1 

1.1 

1.5 

5.5 

4.6 

4.7 

2.9 

5.1 

Source: World Bank. 

Note: e = estimate; f = forecast. World Bank forecasts are frequently updated based on new information and changing (global) circumstances. Consequently, projections 

presented here may differ from those contained in other Bank documents, even if basic assessments of countries’ prospects do not significantly differ at any given 

moment in time. 

1. Data are based on GDP measured in average 2010-19 prices and market exchange rates.  

2. Fiscal-year based numbers. 

3. For Togo, growth figures in 2018 and 2019 are based on pre-2020 rebased GDP estimates.  

TABLE 2.6.2 Sub-Saharan Africa country forecasts1 

(Real GDP growth at market prices in percent, unless indicated otherwise) 

Percentage point 

differences from January 
2021 projections 

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/600223300a3685fe68016a484ee867fb-0350012021/related/Global-Economic-Prospects-June-2021-SSA-data.xlsx
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