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WORLD BANK GROUP

Donor Funded Staffing Program

TOR No: 2025-073

Title: Disaster Risk Management Specialist

Grade: GF

Division/VPU: Infrastructure Director Global Urban (IDURM)/ Infrastructure
Vice Presidency (GGIVP)

Duty Location: Washington, D.C.

Appointment Type Two-year Term Appointment

and Duration:

BACKGROUND

The Global Unit for Disaster and Climate Risk Management (IDURM) is a multi-donor partnership
that supports low and middle-income countries to understand, manage, and reduce their risks
from natural hazards and climate change. Specifically, IDURM provides financial support for
technical assistance and expertise and invests in new analytics, innovative solutions, and tools to
generate and share best available global knowledge that can create outcomes and impact to help
improve disaster risk management and climate change adaptation operations and policies. It is
part of the Global Department for Urban, Resilience and Land (GDURL) within the larger
Infrastructure Vice-Presidential Unit.

Through 14 Global Technical Programs, IDURM provides grant financing and technical assistance
to the most vulnerable countries and communities where there is a higher likelihood it will have
positive impact and draw in larger disaster and climate resilience investments. One of the
programs is the City Resilience Program (CRP). The CRP assists city governments to build
resilience to climate and disaster risks. For many major cities, strengthening resilience is a
multibillion-dollar agenda that requires strong partnerships and new sources of capital. Cities are
often held back from pursuing the necessary investments because they lack the technical
expertise and/or the access to capital to finance them. CRP aims to fill that gap by i) leveraging
the WBG's broad set of sectoral expertise in designing urban resilience projects, and ii) better
connecting cities to necessary financing.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The Disaster Risk Management Specialist’s objective is to support the CRP’s planning technical
line of work and enhance its assistance to cities in increasing their capabilities for effective
planning for climate resilience. The DRM Specialist helps the CRP integrate urban resilience
planning and investment prioritization into the technical assistance and operations of World Bank
Task Teams. Specific responsibilities and duties will include but not be limited to the following:

e Help identify and address city and Task Team demand for urban resilience-related services
and tools, and lead their development and standardization.
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e Lead the development of new urban resilience investment identification and prioritization
tools, new climate- and disaster-smart capital investment planning tools, and other rapid and
efficient urban resilience decision-making support services.

e Serve as expert resource to World Bank Teams on urban resilience planning, investment
prioritization, and knowledge development.

e Interface with counterparts to develop assignments, manage procurement processes, and
guide implementation to ensure high quality deliverables that advance World Bank
investment in well-informed urban resilience infrastructure and policy changes.

e Manage CRP Frameworks on key urban resilience and planning topics. Interface with partner
firms, World Bank Teams, Procurement, and other stakeholders to ensure Frameworks run
smoothly.

e Ensure technical innovations and advancements in the market for critical urban resilience
issues such as land use, flooding, seismic, extreme heat, investment planning, etc. are fully
incorporated into CRP Framework Agreement-delivered capabilities and assignments.

e Contribute to the collaboration and coordination of CRP’s planning and finance lines of work.
e Review and draft Terms of Reference for urban resilience and planning assignments to best
in class standards for technical quality, clarity, efficiency, and procurement best practice.

e |dentify CRP Planning activities and World Bank projects for support from CRP Finance
services to facilitate mobilization of alternative sources of investments in resilient urban
development.

e Assist with building CRP’s institutional knowledge on resilience and climate data, analytical
tools, geographical and climate models, and policy expertise on urban resilience and climate
risks; synthesize and disseminate the knowledge to World Bank teams and other
stakeholders.

e Help prepare and deliver CRP technical and resilience planning workshops.

e Lead or participate in the development of knowledge products to disseminate knowledge
accumulated under the CRP.

e |llustrate CRP advancements and contributions in the form of blogs, papers, etc.

Note:

The selected candidate will not be assigned to programs involving their own government such as
donor coordination and trust fund management.

SELECTION CRITERIA

e Advanced university degree(s) (at least Master’s) in a field relevant to urban development,
infrastructure, and service delivery, such as urban planning, urban economics, public
administration, engineering, or a related field, with an excellent understanding of cities and
government operations.

e At least 5 years of experience practicing and expertise in urban planning, urban climate
change and disaster resilience and adaptation, urban post-disaster reconstruction, urban
poverty reduction, urban analytics, urban land policy and management, and/or other related
fields. Specific expertise in urban climate and disaster risk, upgrading of informal settlements,
urban infrastructure and services provision, will be considered an advantage. Field experience
in developing countries is preferred.
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Demonstrated experience in working with government officials at municipal, regional, and
national levels on urban development planning, in particular with reference to urban climate
change and disasters. Demonstrated experience in working with local communities in urban
settings in participatory techniques for urban development planning, urban policy and
program identification and prioritization, and urban climate change and disaster
management.

Demonstrated experience and comfort working across a variety of stakeholder groups and
clients at various levels and backgrounds, while effectively communicating and achieving
objectives.

Knowledge of and facility with urban infrastructure finance, public-private partnerships, and
land value capture mechanisms will be considered an advantage.

Strong oral, written, and visual presentation skills.

Command of and facility with Microsoft Office Suite required.

Command of and fluency in spatial analysis software such as ArcGIS and QGIS is strongly
preferred. Familiarity with spatial analysis tools such as for hydrological analysis, spatial
interpolation, dynamic segmentation, network analysis, 3D visualization, etc. is considered
an advantage.

Technical proficiency in programming, through command of Python and/or R, applied to
urban analytics, planning, cartography, and interactive webmap and tool development, is
considered an advantage. Proficiency in other tools such as Stata, OpenStreetMap,
Databricks, Tableau, PostgreSQL, Git is considered an advantage.

Familiarity with remote sensing products, tools, methods, and analysis, in particular applying
remote sensing for analysis, planning, and decision making at an urban scale, is considered
an advantage.

Strong design and data visualization skills, including through command of and facility with
design software such as Adobe Suite, is considered a plus.

Familiarity with global datasets on urban development, climate change, natural hazards, and
other relevant data, and their application to urban contexts and analysis, is considered an
advantage.

Excellent oral and written communication skills in English; additional languages are a plus.
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