




How was Mediterranean migration affected 

following the COVID-19 outbreak?



•

•

•

•

Comparison of first-instance asylum applications in Europe, 2019, 

2020 and 2021

Source: Eurostat
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Land and sea arrivals of asylum seekers in 2019, 2020 and 2021

Source: UNHCR



What do we know about implications for 

receiving countries?



Share of European countries with labor shortages by occupation 
and share of foreigners in those occupations (2018-9)

Source: EU-LFS 2018  and EC report on Analysis of shortage and 
surplus occupations 2020.
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Percentage of students of age 15 who do not speak the language of 

instruction at home, by immigrant background

Source: OECD PISA 2018

*Note: Native-Born group does not include second generation 

immigrants



What do we know about the impacts of 

the crisis on migrants and their families?
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Difference in employment rate between 2020 and 2019 by quarter, 
citizenship and country

Source: Eurostat

Note: The vertical line represents approximately when the pandemic struck Europe



How can migration policies alleviate some 

of these tensions? 





Policy areas and suggestions
Implementation

Sending Receiving

Policy Area 1: Lay strong foundations for a flexible and fit-for-purpose system
Action 1: Ensure that inputs from a variety of stakeholders are taken into account, including from

organizations operating at the local level
X X

Action 2: Adopt an evidence-based approach build on reliable and timely data to design and adjust

migration channels
X X

Action 3: Simplify administrative procedures X X
Action 4: Address misinformation and raise awareness of the essential contributions of people on the 

move during the pandemic
X X

Policy Area 2: Limit health risks of mobility
Action 5: Follow established health protocols X X
Action 6: Support vaccinations in developing countries X X

Policy Area 3: Address factors that could limit integration and lead to unsafe and risky behaviors

Action 7: Lower administrative and knowledge barriers that prevent migrants from accessing healthcare

and other social welfare programs
X X

Action 8: Stabilize employment opportunities for migrants in receiving countries X

Action 9: Address the additional barriers to skills acquisition faced by migrants to ensure that they do not

fall behind.
X

Action 10: Ensure that camps and migration accommodation meet health and safety requirements X

Policy Area 4: Ensure that sending countries benefit from migration as a driver for development

Action 11: Design reintegration programs to assist migrants returning from abroad X

Action 12: Strengthen diaspora engagements X

Action 13: Ensure that remittances can safely and cheaply arrive to the intended beneficiaries X X
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Thank you!


