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Visit www.worldbank.org/resilientsanitation to learn more.

By working together, we can achieve sanitation 
systems that safeguard people, promote prosperity, 
and protect the planet—so let's take action now!

Safe sanitation is essential for healthy communities, thriving economies, 
and resilient cities. The Global Sanitation Crisis: Pathways for Urgent 
Action report highlights the risks of inadequate urban sanitation and 

outlines pathways to accelerate access to climate-resilient sanitation for all.

Goal 3: Promote innovation, gather 
data, share knowledge, and train 
workers to build and manage 
new systems.

Goal 2: Design inclusive, integrated 
urban sanitation infrastructure and 
services that can withstand climate 
impacts and contribute to water 
secure cities.

Goal 1: Prioritize sanitation policy and 
funding at the local and national levels.

Governments, businesses, and communities 
must work together toward three goals:

How to Take Action

Resilient Citywide Inclusive Sanitation 
ensures that human waste is managed safely 
along the sanitation service chain, protecting 
vulnerable communities and the environment, 

and boosting climate resilience.

Cities are turning waste into resources 
through circular economy strategies 
that drive business opportunities and 

enable job creation. 

Solutions for Cities

Every $1 invested in water and 
sanitation in Africa generates a $7 
return. With the right funding, 
resilient sanitation systems could 
boost Africa’s GDP by 5%.

Better sanitation systems create 
jobs and boost productivity 
and economic growth.

By spreading disease and 
limiting education, inadequate 
sanitation has cost some 

regions over 2% of their GDP.

Sanitation and Prosperity

That means a reduction of up to 
10% in global methane emissions and 
cleaner, more reliable drinking water.

Climate resilient sanitation systems 
reduce emissions and pollution 
from unsafe wastewater treatment, 
protecting the environment 
and global ecosystems.

Sanitation and the Planet

Global investment in sanitation 
can drastically improve human 
health, education, and 
economic opportunities.

429 million children attend schools 
without toilets, forcing many 
adolescent girls to stay at home.

Currently, 1 in 5 people (1.7 billion) drink water contaminated with 
human waste, spreading diseases like cholera, typhoid, and polio.

Sanitation and People

Escalating climate-related threats such as flooding, drought, and 
rising sea levels are straining these already weak systems.

1/3 of people in low and middle 
income countries are trapped in a 
vicious cycle of poverty, climate 
risk, and poor sanitation.

Nearly 2 in 5 people globally 
lack access to safe sanitation.

The Global Sanitation Crisis

Billions of people around the world are facing
a sanitation crisis, which poses serious risks
to human health and well-being, economic 
development, and the environment.

The Global Sanitation Crisis:
Pathways for Urgent Action 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/publication/the-global-sanitation-crisis

