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WEE or WE?
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Women’s economic empowerment is a subset of women’s 
empowerment.
Terms are often used interchangeably.

Economic empowerment as the ability and power to generate 
income and accumulate assets, and to control their disposition.
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A “framework” of Women’s Empowerment
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• Complex to measure
• Health
• Skills
• Psychological dimensions of 

agency
• Control 

• Complex interpretation
• Decision-making
• Labor
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Survey design
Measuring women’s empowerment
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• Complex to measure
• Health
• Skills
• Psychological dimensions of 

agency
• Control 

• Difficult interpretation
• Decision-making
• Labor
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Survey design
• Women’s empowerment: 

absolute… or relative to men 
(gender gap)

• Mitigating factors
• Laws, customs, policies 
• Labor markets
• Social processes

Measuring women’s empowerment
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• Tailoring measurement v. harmonization across contexts
• Scope for developing a set of core indicators to use across IEs

• Separate measures or an index
• The Women’s Empowerment in Agriculture Index (WEAI)
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Pre & post survey
Measuring women’s empowerment
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http://weai.ifpri.info/versions/weai/
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WB Africa Gender 
Innovation Lab
Core 
Empowerment 
Indicators
excludes income and 
psychological 
dimensions of agency

Measuring women’s empowerment: Example

PEI Impact Evaluation Workshop – Moving Economic Inclusion to Scale| Hosted by PEI and DIME



• Afghanistan (Bedoya et al 2019): standardized index of 6 variables on variables 
for whether the women’s decision was taken into consideration and/or followed 
on household finances (credit and savings) and expenditure decisions (food, 
household repairs, clothing, land, property and other high-value expenditures). 

• Banerjee et al (2015) 6 country study
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Psychological dimensions of agency
Measuring women’s empowerment: Examples
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Measuring women’s empowerment: Examples
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• Niger multi-faceted intervention (Bossuroy et al 2022)



11

Measuring women’s empowerment: Examples
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• DRC public works plus (Brandily et al 2020): 
• WEE: index based on agencies in HH money-related decisions
• support for equal rights and equal access to powerful position (in society). 
• score of legitimating domestic violence against women
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Empowering mothers in Ecuador with family advisor-guided parent training 
sessions (Lavy et al 2020)

Measuring women’s empowerment: Examples
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Thank you!

Kathleen Beegle
kbeegle@worldbank.org
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PEI FUNDING PARTNERS
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