
Education Systems' Response to COVID-19 
Brief June 7th, 2021 –– Getting Back to Learning 

 

The COVID-19 Global Education Recovery Tracker1, sourced by teams across the World Bank, Johns Hopkins, and 
UNICEF, monitors recovery planning efforts in more than 200 countries and territories. Based on its data, 
learning modalities across regions shifted in recent weeks with many more countries shifting to hybrid and 
returning to in-person education.  

 

 

  GETTING BACK TO LEARNING – KEY POLICY ACTIONS TOWARDS REOPENING 

As we enter the second year of the pandemic, 168 million students have already been out of school for an entire 
year, and about 214 million have missed more than three-quarters of the school year of their in-person 
learning. Tracking of school closures is more important than ever as evidenced by the variation and trends in 
school reopenings and closing (See Annex) 

New POLICY ACTION NOTES present key actions to help countries reopen schools and get students back to 
learning. The Bank’s Education Global Practice has developed a package of short Policy Action Notes that have 
carefully curated evidence and examples around essential policy actions and outline options for activities related 
to protecting health and safety in schools, modifying pedagogy to stem learning loss, and improving management 
to ensure implementation of these policy actions.  

 
1 This is a joint effort of World Bank, UNICEF, and Johns Hopkins University E-School Initiative.  Because of the need to validate information 
collected, updates to the public site may take up to two weeks to display.  https://www.covideducationrecovery.global/  

Figure 1: School Status / Education Modality Across Regions 

 
Source: World Bank, Johns Hopkins University & UNICEF (2021). COVID-19 Global Education Recovery Tracker. Last updated as of 9 May 2021. Baltimore, 

Washington DC, New York: JHU, World Bank, UNICEF. 

 

https://www.covideducationrecovery.global/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/factsheet/2021/04/30/notes-on-school-reopening-and-learning-recovery
https://www.covideducationrecovery.global/
https://www.covideducationrecovery.global/maps/


 

Health and Safety  

• When is it safe to reopen schools? This note describes the parameters countries should monitor to make 
an evidence-based decision regarding reopening schools.  

• How can we minimize disease transmission in schools? This note provides evidence on mitigation 
strategies that can help reduce transmission within schools.  

Modifying Pedagogy 

• What are the options for restructuring the academic calendar to address learning loss and support 
student well-being? This note describes ways to generate more instructional time to regain lost learning 
and offers advice on how to prepare for future shutdowns. 

• How can the curriculum be adapted to address student and teacher needs? This note examines how 
countries can prioritize core subjects and incorporate social-emotional learning into the curriculum, and 
also help teachers by providing modified detailed lesson plans. 

• Which strategies encourage re-enrollment of vulnerable students? Many countries will find it challenging 
to ensure that all students, especially girls, refugees, and other vulnerable populations, return to school. 
This note presents approaches that countries can adopt to encourage re-enrollment of these groups. 

• How can countries prepare and support teachers? The pandemic has substantially increased demands on 
teachers and has increased the complexity of their jobs. This note offers guidance on how countries can 
re-engage teachers and improve their well-being to enhance their effectiveness post-pandemic.  

• What can countries do to support learning at home? Remote instruction has taken many forms. 
This note describes how learning at home strategies can continue after schools reopen to mitigate 
learning losses, as well as how to identify students who may have been exposed to abuse and neglect 
during school closures. 

• How should countries approach learning assessments and exams? This note discusses how learning 
assessments can help teachers, schools, and education systems identify learning needs to reduce learning 
losses. To ensure safety and give every child equal opportunity, education systems can also modify or 
eliminate high-stakes examinations. 

• What remedial education options are available? This note describes how teaching students at their own 
level can help them stem learning losses and catch up to grade-level standards, as well as other strategies 
that have been found to improve student learning in various contexts.  

Management 

• How can countries prepare and support school leaders? School administrators have taken on substantial 
additional responsibilities during the pandemic. This note identifies ways countries can empower and 
assist school leaders during reopening process. 

• What strategies help communication with stakeholders? Communication has been a key element of 
effective COVID-19 response. This note summarizes good practice on how, when, and what to 
communicate to different stakeholders.   

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e1b2930c0aaca475b757c1959114057d-0090012021/original/Reopen-20-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/e1b2930c0aaca475b757c1959114057d-0090012021/original/Reopen-20-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/057ed7d19e5565ba9ff7b813f7301d13-0090012021/original/Transmission-22-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/057ed7d19e5565ba9ff7b813f7301d13-0090012021/original/Transmission-22-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/bfbf4ab90b9b6c45da09bd92af7d45b5-0090012021/original/Calendar-21-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/bfbf4ab90b9b6c45da09bd92af7d45b5-0090012021/original/Calendar-21-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/bfbf4ab90b9b6c45da09bd92af7d45b5-0090012021/original/Calendar-21-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/9b81c823573b658de924eca38a735911-0090012021/original/Curriculum-29-4-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/9b81c823573b658de924eca38a735911-0090012021/original/Curriculum-29-4-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/b7ea60af8353e1be241cc5383af36687-0090012021/original/Re-enrollment-26-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/b7ea60af8353e1be241cc5383af36687-0090012021/original/Re-enrollment-26-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/5d7befa83cbafe469a1f9a5d591eb443-0140062021/original/preparing-supporting-teachers.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/5d7befa83cbafe469a1f9a5d591eb443-0140062021/original/preparing-supporting-teachers.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/24125a46df06442e35ce61c549b386fa-0090012021/original/Home-29-4-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/24125a46df06442e35ce61c549b386fa-0090012021/original/Home-29-4-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/b021b5bafcd3cc0d99efb99cf10e9f32-0090012021/original/Assessment-29-4-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/b021b5bafcd3cc0d99efb99cf10e9f32-0090012021/original/Assessment-29-4-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/5f0b072a2beaefce0b74184fb4ce4848-0090012021/original/Remedial-20-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/5f0b072a2beaefce0b74184fb4ce4848-0090012021/original/Remedial-20-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/90cd05200ebcefd3cb28982ccebdbfa8-0140062021/original/preparing-supporting-school-leaders.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/90cd05200ebcefd3cb28982ccebdbfa8-0140062021/original/preparing-supporting-school-leaders.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/ad051a46025d91c1ba43fcfda04bb9b4-0090012021/original/Communication-21-5-2021.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/ad051a46025d91c1ba43fcfda04bb9b4-0090012021/original/Communication-21-5-2021.pdf


With schools’  re-openings students will need tailored and sustained support to help them readjust and catch-up 
after the pandemic. The COVID-19 Global Education Recovery Tracker (covideducationrecovery.global) showcases 
information on status of schooling, modalities of learning, availability of remedial educational support, and status 
of vaccine availability for teachers. As of the end of May, a graphs section has been added to illustrate in-person 
educational supports, as well as remote educational supports available at pre-primary, primary, lower, and upper 
secondary levels.  

 

The joint WB-JHU-UNICEF team has also recently published a blog, which is the first of a series highlighting key 
data from the tracker:  

• 45% of countries have moved towards hybrid education as the new normal. 
• Only 43% of countries that have the vaccine are vaccinating teachers or school staff. 
• Over 50% of countries are using multiple strategies to combat learning loss and provide additional 

support.  

 

[OTHER] RESEARCH AND LATEST FINDINGS 

A new report by the World Bank’s Europe and Central Asia Education team “Learning Recovery after COVID-19 in 
Europe and Central Asia: Policy and Practice”  focuses on specific and timely recommendations to address 
learning losses. The note presents in depth design and implementation details for a learning recovery plan, which 
includes three stages: (i) Coping with the closing of schools through remote learning, instructional and psychosocial 
support, and compensatory programs for preventing learning losses; (ii) Managing Continuity where reopened 
schools focus on providing foundational skills in language, math, and science to reduce learning loss and to 
improve learning among minorities and the poor; and (iii) Improving and Accelerating learning, by making schools 
more resilient and equitable through educational innovations that include the lessons learned from remote 
instruction during the pandemic, and where the entire system is evaluated for results. 

A World Bank report estimates the long-term impacts of schooling disruptions on private returns to schooling in 
Kuwait. It applies an instrumental variables approach to estimate the private returns to schooling, using unique 
civil service payroll data, with Kuwaiti students’ exposure to the Gulf War (1990–91) as the instrument. While the 
results are of interest on their own, they can also prove to be useful in the context of recent efforts to assess the 
costs of disrupted schooling during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Figure 3: In-person and Remote Educational Supports for Students  ( Click here for detailed graphs)  

 
From left : In-person educational support for pre-primary.  //  Right :  remote educational support for primary level. Updated as of May 9, 2021.  

 

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/48a431d24d2d23eb1a2fc25a37a00a2b-0140052021/original/Recovery-mission-statement-5-pager-FINAL-4-45pm.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/48a431d24d2d23eb1a2fc25a37a00a2b-0140052021/original/Recovery-mission-statement-5-pager-FINAL-4-45pm.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/03/26/new-global-tracker-to-measure-pandemic-s-impact-on-education-worldwide
https://www.covideducationrecovery.global/
https://www.covideducationrecovery.global/graphs/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/mapping-road-recovery-how-new-venture-helps-track-learning-wake-pandemic
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/836481622436593904/learning-recovery-after-covid-19-in-europe-and-central-asia-policy-and-practice
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/836481622436593904/learning-recovery-after-covid-19-in-europe-and-central-asia-policy-and-practice
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/836481622436593904/learning-recovery-after-covid-19-in-europe-and-central-asia-policy-and-practice
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/35517/The-Long-Shadow-of-Short-Term-Schooling-Disruption-Analysis-of-Kuwaits-Civil-Service-Payroll-Data.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.covideducationrecovery.global/graphs/


Some  initial studies show important learning losses in developed countries, this study conducts a thorough 
analysis of recorded learning loss evidence documented between March 2020 and March 2021. 

The latest Asian Development Outlook 2021 report highlights the impact of school closures in Asia. Learning 
losses range from 8% of a learning-adjusted year of schooling in the Pacific, where schools have mostly stayed 
open, to 55% in South Asia, where school closures have been longest. Learning losses will reduce the future 
productivity and lifetime earnings of affected students. The present value of these losses is estimated at $1.25 
trillion for developing Asia, equivalent to 5.4% of the region’s 2020 gross domestic product (GDP). 

School closures have been a common tool in the battle against COVID-19. Yet, their costs and benefits remain 
insufficiently known. This study uses a natural experiment that occurred as national examinations in The 
Netherlands took place before and after lockdown to evaluate the impact of school closures on students’ learning. 
The Netherlands is a “best-case” scenario, with a short lockdown, equitable school funding, and world-leading 
rates of broadband access. Despite these favorable conditions students made little or no progress while learning 
from home. Learning loss was most pronounced among students from disadvantaged homes. 

Governments should act swiftly to redress the harm caused to children’s education in the wake of the 
unprecedented disruption from the Covid-19 pandemic, Human Rights Watch said in a report accompanied by an 
interactive feature, exploring common barriers to education exacerbated during the pandemic. 

COVID-19 has changed the way we understand school building ventilation and its importance in keeping us safe 
from viruses and bacteria in the air. The pandemic has motivated many school leaders to invest in improvements 
to ventilation systems, but the benefits of investing in a safe learning environment extend far beyond protecting 
children from the coronavirus. The evidence presented in this paper suggests that pollution exposure is not only a 
factor in student academic outcomes, but also a major driver of inequality. 

 

World Bank Blogs, Events, and Other Resources 

World Bank Blogs:  
• Getting back to learning: key policy actions for reopening schools (English) 
• Mapping the road to recovery: How a new venture helps track learning in the wake of the pandemic (English) 
• What is hybrid learning? How can countries get it right? (English/ Spanish/ French)  
• How can countries implement low tech remote learning? Using the experiences from Edu Radio and Edu TV in 

Sierra Leone and Pakistan to develop Knowledge Packs (English) 
• Regional priorities for skills and technical education in the Eastern Caribbean States amid COVID-19 (English) 
• Assessing outside of the “classroom box” while schools are closed: The potential of phone-based formative 

assessments to support learning continuity (English) 
• Teacher pay in performance; Does it really work? (English) 
• Will every child be able to read by 2030? (English) 
• The path to Angola’s bright future starts with empowering girls (English) 
• Online learning; the trojan horse of education (English) 
• Learning after COVID-19: An education proposal (English) 
• Like a phoenix: Sierra Leone’s journey to build back better after crisis strikes (English)  
• Combatting the impact of COVID-19 school closures in Bangladesh (English) 
• COVID-19: Bringing girls back to school (English)  
• Innovative methods to monitor development programs during COVID-19: An application in Zambia (English) 
• The costs of growing up during the pandemic (English) 
  

https://cepr.org/sites/default/files/CovidEconomics77.pdf#page=150
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/692111/ado2021-special-topic.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/publication/692111/ado2021-special-topic.pdf
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/17/e2022376118
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/17/e2022376118
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/05/17/years-dont-wait-them/increased-inequalities-childrens-right-education-due-covid
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2021/05/19/now-is-the-time-to-invest-in-school-infrastructure/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2021/05/19/now-is-the-time-to-invest-in-school-infrastructure/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/getting-back-learning-key-policy-actions-reopening-schools
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/mapping-road-recovery-how-new-venture-helps-track-learning-wake-pandemic
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/what-hybrid-learning-how-can-countries-get-it-right
https://blogs.worldbank.org/es/education/que-es-el-aprendizaje-hibrido-como-pueden-los-paises-implementarlo-de-manera-efectiva
https://blogs.worldbank.org/fr/education/apprentissage-hybride-comment-les-pays-peuvent-ils-y-parvenir
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/how-can-countries-implement-low-tech-remote-learning-using-experiences-edu-radio-and-edu
https://blogs.worldbank.org/latinamerica/regional-priorities-skills-and-technical-education-eastern-caribbean-states-amid-covid
https://blogs.worldbank.org/latinamerica/regional-priorities-skills-and-technical-education-eastern-caribbean-states-amid-covid
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/assessing-outside-classroom-box-while-schools-are-closed-potential-phone-based-formative
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/assessing-outside-classroom-box-while-schools-are-closed-potential-phone-based-formative
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/assessing-outside-classroom-box-while-schools-are-closed-potential-phone-based-formative
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/teacher-pay-performance-does-it-really-work
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/will-every-child-be-able-read-2030
https://blogs.worldbank.org/nasikiliza/path-angolas-bright-future-starts-empowering-girls
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/online-learning-trojan-horse-education
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/learning-after-covid-19-education-proposal
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/phoenix-sierra-leones-journey-build-back-better-after-crisis-strikes
https://blogs.worldbank.org/endpovertyinsouthasia/combatting-impact-covid-19-school-closures-bangladesh
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/covid-19-bringing-girls-back-school
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/innovative-methods-monitor-development-programs-during-covid-19-application-zambia
https://blogs.worldbank.org/europeandcentralasia/costs-growing-during-pandemic


ANNEX: School closures days per country 
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