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OP 4.10, Annex A - Social Assessment
These policies were prepared for use by World Bank staff and are not necessarily a
complete treatment of the subject.

OP 4.10 - Annex A
July, 2005

 
1.       The breadth, depth, and type of analysis required for the social assessment are proportional to the
nature and scale of the proposed project’s potential effects on the Indigenous Peoples.
 
2.       The social assessment includes the following elements, as needed:

(a)    A review, on a scale appropriate to the project, of the legal and institutional framework applicable
to Indigenous Peoples.
 
(b)   Gathering of baseline information on the demographic, social, cultural, and political characteristics
of the affected Indigenous Peoples’ communities, the land and territories that they have traditionally
owned or customarily used or occupied, and the natural resources on which they depend.
 
(c)   Taking the review and baseline information into account, the identification of key project
stakeholders and the elaboration of a culturally appropriate process for consulting with the Indigenous
Peoples at each stage of project preparation and implementation (see paragraph 9 of this policy).
 
(d)    An assessment, based on free, prior, and informed consultation, with the affected Indigenous
Peoples’ communities, of the potential adverse and positive effects of the project.  Critical to the
determination of potential adverse impacts is an analysis of the relative vulnerability of, and risks to, the
affected Indigenous Peoples’ communities given their distinct circumstances and close ties to land and
natural resources, as well as their lack of access to opportunities relative to other social groups in the
communities, regions, or national societies in which they live.
 
(e)  The identification and evaluation, based on free, prior, and informed consultation with the affected
Indigenous Peoples’ communities, of measures necessary to avoid adverse effects, or if such measures
are not feasible, the identification of measures to minimize, mitigate, or compensate for such effects,
and to ensure that the Indigenous Peoples receive culturally appropriate benefits under the project.
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