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Recent developments: Growth in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) picked up to an estimated 4.0 percent in
2025, up from 3.7 percent in 2024. The improvement was supported by moderating inflation, while higher-
than-expected commodity prices—particularly for gold, other precious metals, and coffee—boosted fiscal
revenues in several countries. Even so, performance across SSA economies was mixed, with growth
slowing among industrial commodity exporters but strengthening elsewhere.

Growth diverged among the region’s three largest economies—firming in Nigeria and South Africa but
moderating in Ethiopia. South Africa’s growth rose to 1.3 percent, supported by more reliable electricity
supply, a bumper agricultural harvest, and a pickup in business confidence. Nigeria’s growth edged up to
4.2 percent, driven by expansion in services—particularly finance and information and communication
technology—and a modest recovery in agriculture. By contrast, Ethiopia’s growth eased to a still-robust 7.2
percent from 8.1 percent in 2024.

Headline inflation in SSA continued to ease in 2025, reflecting lower global energy and food prices and
strong agricultural harvests. However, core inflation picked up for the first time in two years, prompting
some central banks to pause monetary policy easing, while others raised policy rates as underlying
inflationary pressures re-emerged. Financial conditions have generally improved, with government bond
yields declining, sovereign spreads narrowing, currencies appreciating against the U.S. dollar, and several
economies regaining access to international capital markets (Angola, Kenya, Nigeria, and the Republic of
Congo).

Outlook: Growth in SSA is projected to firm to 4.3 percent in 2026 and 4.7 percent in 2027, supported by
stronger investment and exports. The pickup, however, is predicated on the external environment not
deteriorating further and on substantial improvements in security in several countries in fragile and conflict-
affected situations (FCS). Yet, this projected growth remains below the region's long-term average and is
insufficient to make substantial progress in reducing extreme poverty. The sharp scaling back of official
development assistance (ODA) since 2024 has further constrained fiscal space and will undermine the
resilience of SSA economies to adverse shocks.

While the direct exposure of most SSA economies to global trade fragmentation remains limited, there are
notable exceptions—such as Céte D’lvoire, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mauritius, and South Africa—
which are heavily reliant on U.S. markets for their goods and commodity exports. The baseline projections
assume that current levels of bilateral tariffs remain in place throughout the forecast horizon. However, the
expiration of the United States’ African Growth and Opportunity Act in late 2025—which ended preferential
access to the U.S. market for eligible African countries—is expected to have a significant impact on some
economies unless extended.

Per capita income in SSA is projected to grow by an average of 2 percent annually in 2026-27—a slightly
faster pace than envisioned in June but still insufficient to create enough jobs to keep pace with labor force
growth. Real per capita income growth is also likely to remain uneven across the region, with lack of
progress particularly in countries plagued by violent conflict. With an estimated 270 million youths in 2025,
SSA faces the world’s largest rise in working-age population, yet the creation of productive jobs remains
limited.

Risks: Risks to the growth outlook remain tilted to the downside. Growth could be weaker than projected if
trade barriers and related uncertainty increase further, reform implementation slows, violent conflict persists
or worsens, weather shocks intensify, ODA declines more rapidly, global growth weakens more than
currently projected, commodity prices decline further, or global financial conditions deteriorate. On the
upside, activity in SSA could be bolstered by duty-free access to China, stronger-than-expected global
growth, continued progress in regional integration, and firmer commodity prices.
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Sub-Saharan Africa Country Forecasts

(Annual percent change unless indicated otherwise)

2023 2024 2025e 2026f 2027f
GDP at market prices (average 2010-19 US$)
Angola 1.3 4.4 2.3 2.6 2.8
Benin 6.4 7.5 7.3 7.0 7.0
Botswana 3.2 -3.0 -3.0 2.3 3.8
Burkina Faso 3.0 4.8 4.7 4.9 5.1
Burundi 2.7 3.9 4.6 4.9 5.5
Central African Republic 0.7 1.5 2.7 3.0 3.1
Cabo Verde 4.8 7.2 5.4 5.2 5.0
Cameroon 3.2 3.5 3.7 3.7 3.9
Chad 4.1 3.5 3.4 3.7 4.1
Comoros 3.0 3.3 3.4 3.7 3.8
Congo, Dem. Rep. 8.6 6.5 5.1 5.1 5.3
Congo, Rep. 1.9 2.6 2.9 3.2 3.0
Céte d'lvoire 6.5 6.0 6.3 6.4 6.5
Equatorial Guinea -5.1 0.9 -1.6 0.4 1.0
Eritrea 2.6 2.9 3.2 3.5 3.6
Eswatini 3.5 3.0 4.2 3.8 2.9
Ethiopia @ 7.2 8.1 7.2 71 7.7
Gabon 2.4 3.4 3.1 3.7 4.1
Gambia, The 5.0 5.3 5.7 5.5 5.3
Ghana 3.1 5.7 4.3 4.6 4.8
Guinea 5.5 5.4 7.5 9.3 11.6
Guinea-Bissau 4.5 4.8 5.1 5.2 5.2
Kenya 5.7 4.7 4.9 4.9 5.0
Lesotho 1.8 29 1.3 0.7 1.1
Liberia 4.7 4.0 4.6 54 5.6
Madagascar 4.2 4.2 4.0 4.0 4.4
Malawi 1.9 1.7 1.9 2.6 3.1
Mali 3.5 4.0 4.9 5.0 5.0
Mauritania 6.8 6.3 5.3 5.4 5.9
Mauritius 5.0 4.7 3.0 3.4 3.4
Mozambique 5.5 2.1 1.1 2.8 3.5
Namibia 4.4 4.0 3.1 3.5 3.8
Niger 2.0 10.3 6.5 6.7 6.6
Nigeria 3.3 4.1 4.2 4.4 4.4
Rwanda 8.6 7.2 7.0 7.2 7.6
Sao Tomé and Principe 0.4 1.1 2.5 4.0 3.5
Senegal 4.3 6.1 6.4 4.1 4.3
Seychelles 2.3 2.9 3.2 3.2 3.4
Sierra Leone 5.7 4.3 4.3 4.4 4.6
Somalia, Fed. Rep. 4.2 4.1 3.0 3.5 3.5
South Africa 0.7 0.6 1.3 14 1.5
Sudan -29.4 -14.0 6.1 5.1 3.7
South Sudan @ -1.3 -7.2 -23.8 48.8 0.8
Tanzania 5.1 5.5 6.0 6.2 6.5
Togo 6.4 5.3 5.0 5.4 5.6
Uganda ® 5.3 6.1 6.3 6.4 9.8
Zambia 5.4 3.8 5.2 5.8 6.0
Zimbabwe 5.3 1.7 6.6 5.0 5.0
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EMBARGOED: NOT FOR PUBLICATION, BROADCAST, OR TRANSMISSION UNTIL TUESDAY, JANUARY
13, 2026, AT 9:30 AM WASHINGTON, DC (2:30 PM LONDON, 3:30 PM PARIS).

Source: World Bank.

Note: e = estimate; f = forecast. World Bank forecasts are frequently updated based on new information and
changing global circumstances. Consequently, projections presented here may differ from those in other
World Bank documents, even if basic assessments of countries’ prospects do not significantly differ at any
given moment in time.

a. Fiscal-year-based numbers. Please see regional annex for details on fiscal year reporting.
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