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January 1, 2026 

 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
 

The World Bank is an international organization organized and existing under Articles of Agreement 
signed on behalf of its member governments, including the United States. Article VII of its Articles of 
Agreement provides, in Section 9(a) thereof, as follows:  

 
“The Bank, its assets, property, income and its operations and transactions authorized by this 
Agreement, shall be immune from all taxation and from all customs duties.” 
 
Section 9 (a) of the Articles of Agreement has been incorporated into U.S. law by the Bretton Woods 

Agreement Act (22 U.S.C. 286 et seq). 
 
Accordingly, the Bank has undertaken to have its immunity from taxation formally confirmed with 

respect to certain taxes by the U.S. Government and several other jurisdictions. 
 
By ruling of November 25, 1960, the U.S. Internal Revenue Services has confirmed that: 
 
“Where the Bank purchases from the manufacturer thereof, an article otherwise subject to the 
manufacturers excise tax on sales by manufacturers or purchases from a retailer an article otherwise 
subject to retailers excise tax or sales by retailers, such transaction will not be taxed.” 
 
Thus, no manufacturers’ or retailers’ tax should be charged to or paid by the Bank on any sale or 

purchase transaction. 
 
Similarly, the District of Columbia, the State of Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania and the City of 

New York have all, in writing, confirmed the Bank's exemption from, respectively, (i) sales tax on sales or 
purchases made to or by the Bank and the use, storage, or consumption of any tangible personal property 
and services so sold or purchased in the District of Columbia; (ii) sales tax or purchases of taxable personal 
property and services purchased for Bank use in Maryland; (iii) sales and use tax in Virginia; (iv) sales and 
use tax on property or services purchased in Pennsylvania; and (v) sales tax on purchases of tangible 
personal property and taxable services in New York City. 

 
The above exemptions are cited under “Instructions to Vendor” on the original Purchase Order and 

in the World Bank standard Terms & Conditions available on the World Bank's website at 
http://www.worldbank.org/corporateprocurement as noted on the Purchase Order. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Kenny K. Cheung 
Chief, Corporate Procurement 

The World Bank Group 

http://www.worldbank.org/corporateprocurement
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October 22, 2025 

Via U.S. Mail: 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

c/o Prossie Nambatya, Senior Counsel 

1818 H Street NW 

Washington, D.C.  20433 

Via Email: 

pnambatya@worldbank.org 

Re: Taxability of International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

Dear Attorney Nambatya: 

In your July 2, 2025 letter, you requested an updated sales and use tax certificate of exemption 

from the Department of Revenue on behalf of International Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development (“IBRD”). 

Based upon the provisions of Article VII, Section 9(a) of the IBRD Articles of Agreement1 

executed under the authority of the Bretton Woods Agreement Act (22 U.S.C. §286 et seq.)2, we 

conclude that the purchase of tangible personal property by IBRD is exempt from Pennsylvania 

sales and use tax. 

At the time of making tax free purchases, we ask that the IBRD tender to its supplier a blanket 

exemption certificate (i.e., REV-1220), of the type we are enclosing,3 setting forth thereon the 

following language:  “Property and/or services being provided by the undersigned purchaser is 

exempt from tax by virtue of the provisions of Article VII of the IBRD Articles of Agreement 

under the authority of the Bretton Woods Agreement Act.”  Should such become necessary, you 

1 “The Bank, its assets, property, income and its operations and transactions authorized by this Agreement shall be 

immune from all taxation and from customs duties.  The Bank shall also be immune from liability for the collection 

or payment of any tax or duty.”  IBRD Articles of Agreement, Article VII, Section 9(a).  

2 Specifically, Section 286h of the Act, titled, “Status, privileges, and immunities of the United States,” provides 

The provisions of…article VII, sections 2 to 9, both inclusive, of the [IBRD} Articles of 

Agreement [], shall have full force and effect in the United States and its Territories and 

possessions upon acceptance of membership by the United States in, and the establishment 

of, the Fund and the Bank, respectively. 

3 Link to REV-1220  Form on Department of Revenue Website:  https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-

pagov/en/revenue/documents/formsandpublications/formsforbusinesses/sut/documents/rev-1220.pdf.    

mailto:pnambatya@worldbank.org
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/revenue/documents/formsandpublications/formsforbusinesses/sut/documents/rev-1220.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/revenue/documents/formsandpublications/formsforbusinesses/sut/documents/rev-1220.pdf
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may also enclose a copy of this letter in support of your exemption certificate.  Once issued to a 

supplier a blanket exemption certificate may be used as to all future purchases. 

However, the exemption you enjoy does not extend to construction contractors performing 

construction contracts within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Such contractors are required 

to pay tax upon any material they install so as to become part of the real estate. 

Sincerely, 

Sharon K. Rogers │ Counsel 

PA Department of Revenue 

Office of Chief Counsel 

1061 Strawberry Square | Harrisburg PA 17128 

Phone: 717.346.4654 | Fax: 717.772.1459 

Email:  sharogers@pa.gov  

www.revenue.state.pa.us 

Enclosure:  Pennsylvania Exemption Certificate Form (REV-1220) 

SKR:hf 
#122868  

mailto:sharogers@pa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.revenue.state.pa.us%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmariamil%40pa.gov%7Cb60e6077a6874d239fd008d9148df4ee%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637563423420035365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PpDgekYlZpHG56W9iKVvReMSaNJrbgupS1AUkYPLeR0%3D&reserved=0




P. 

' 
:., 





Office of Chief Counsel 
Sharon Rogers | sharogers@pa.gov 

PO BOX 281061 | Harrisburg, PA 17128-1061 | Phone: 717.346.4654 | Fax: 717.772.1459 | www.revenue.pa.gov 

October 22, 2025 

Via U.S. Mail: 

International Finance Corporation 

c/o Prossie Nambatya, Senior Counsel 

1818 H Street NW 

Washington, D.C.  20433 

Via Email: 

pnambatya@worldbank.org 

Re: Taxability of International Finance Corporation 

Dear Attorney Nambatya: 

In your July 2, 2025 letter, you requested sales and use tax certificate of exemption from the 

Department of Revenue on behalf of International Finance Corporation (“IFC”). 

Based upon the provisions of Article VI, Section 9(a) of the IFC Articles of Agreement1 executed 

under the authority of the International Finance Corporation Act (22 U.S.C. §282)2, we conclude 

that the purchase of tangible personal property by the IFC is exempt from Pennsylvania sales and 

use tax. 

At the time of making tax free purchases, we ask that the IFC tender to its supplier a blanket 

exemption certificate (i.e., REV-1220), of the type we are enclosing,3 setting forth thereon the 

following language:  “Property and/or services being provided by the undersigned purchaser is 

exempt from tax by virtue of the provisions of Article VI of the IFC Articles of Agreement under 

the authority of the International Finance Corporation Act.”  Should such become necessary, you 

may also enclose a copy of this letter in support of your exemption certificate.  Once issued to a 

1 “The Corporation, its assets, property, income and its operations and transactions authorized by this [IFC Articles 

of] Agreement, shall be immune from all taxation and from all customs duties. The Corporation shall also be immune 

from liability for the collection or payment of any tax or duty.”  IFC Articles of Agreement, Article VI, Section 9(a). 

2 Specifically, Section 282g of the Act, titled, “Status, privileges, and immunities of the United States,” provides 

The provisions of…article VI, sections 2 to 9, both inclusive, of the [IFC] Articles of 

Agreement [], shall have full force and effect in the United States and its Territories and 

possessions upon acceptance of membership by the United States in, and the establishment 

of, the Corporation. 

3 Link to REV-1220  Form on Department of Revenue Website:  https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-

pagov/en/revenue/documents/formsandpublications/formsforbusinesses/sut/documents/rev-1220.pdf.    

mailto:pnambatya@worldbank.org
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/revenue/documents/formsandpublications/formsforbusinesses/sut/documents/rev-1220.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/revenue/documents/formsandpublications/formsforbusinesses/sut/documents/rev-1220.pdf
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supplier a blanket exemption certificate may be used as to all future purchases. 

However, the exemption you enjoy does not extend to construction contractors performing 

construction contracts within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Such contractors are required 

to pay tax upon any material they install so as to become part of the real estate. 

Sincerely, 

Sharon K. Rogers │ Counsel 

PA Department of Revenue 

Office of Chief Counsel 

1061 Strawberry Square | Harrisburg PA 17128 

Phone: 717.346.4654 | Fax: 717.772.1459 

Email:  sharogers@pa.gov  

www.revenue.state.pa.us 

Enclosure:  Pennsylvania Exemption Certificate Form (REV-1220) 

SKR:hf 
#122868  

mailto:sharogers@pa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.revenue.state.pa.us%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmariamil%40pa.gov%7Cb60e6077a6874d239fd008d9148df4ee%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637563423420035365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PpDgekYlZpHG56W9iKVvReMSaNJrbgupS1AUkYPLeR0%3D&reserved=0
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