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Dear partners and colleagues,   

Welcome to the Spring 2025 issue of the Japan Social Development Fund 
(JSDF) News and Updates. In this issue, we present the Annual Report for 
fiscal year 2024 (FY24), which highlights results delivered by the program 
in FY24. 

Furthermore, you will find information about upcoming projects and learn 
about our renewed efforts to highlight the impact JSDF initiatives have on 
larger World Bank funded operations, as well as steps to enhance visibility 
outreach of JSDF among the general public and various stakeholders.  

As we continue to celebrate the 25th anniversary of JSDF, please stay 
tuned for more updates and activities to highlight the program’s results 
and impact.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 R
eb

ec
ca

 Z
aa

l o
n 

Pe
xe

ls

Ph
ot

o 
by

 th
e 

W
or

ld
 B

an
k

October 2024–March 2025

JSDF FY24 Annual Report
FY24 was marked by both continuity and change. JSDF-funded operations remained 
innovative and agile, responding directly to the development needs of the poorest and most 
vulnerable groups in society. 

Program’s portfolio in FY24 comprised approximately US$116.93 million, including both 
recipient-executed grants and World Bank-executed implementation support. Most projects 
under implementation were on track to reach their objectives. Grants implemented in FY24 
covered all six JSDF thematic priority areas, all of its regions of intervention, and nine World 
Bank global themes. All of the grants aligned with the country development strategies 
embodied in Country Partnership Frameworks between the World Bank and partner country 
governments.

Read the FY24 Annual Report here.

https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/japan-social-development-fund
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/d836af5bcc537a71399cdc34af9e9b7a-0060052025/original/FY24-English-JSDF-Annual-Report.pdf
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Focus on Results
In FY24, JSDF grants directly reached 422,320 people, 41% of whom were women. Approximately 
117,183 people benefitted from interventions to improve entrepreneurial skills and access to 
employment. Nutrition and early childhood development interventions reached 78,018 people; 
local governance and accountability projects – 84,219 people, and projects aimed at providing 
access to health services – 57,084 people. 

For example:

	� In Cambodia JSDF support to garment factory workers established community-based 
onsite childcare centers for children under the age of 3 years old, providing affordable care 
for 174 children. The intervention contributed to better employment and labor outcomes, 
reduced unpaid household childcare, and improved child development. Read the story here. 

	� In Honduras, JSDF helped indigenous Miskito communities enhance their livelihoods by 
bolstering food security and local agriculture, benefitting more than 9,000 people. Read the 
story here.

	� In Ukraine, JSDF improved access of vulnerable population groups to social services. 
Thanks to JSDF support, 65,547 people in 28 communities were reached by social services 
comparing to the initial target of 10,000 people, with a priority to elderly and vulnerable 
families with children. Read the story here. 
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The JSDF has always prioritized sustainability, piloting 
new innovations that are scaled up with other resources, 
including World Bank-financed operations. The JSDF 
Secretariat is undertaking a comprehensive analysis of 
the projects in the active portfolio, as well as those in 
the pipeline and those which recently closed to see how 
they complement and inform the design of World Bank 
operations. Preliminary findings show that 56% of JSDF 
projects have a moderate to strong linkage to a specific 
World Bank project. 

Results from JSDF grants are later scaled up by a larger 
World Bank project or fill gaps or address unmet needs in 
ongoing operations. JSDF projects are helping to make 
World Bank projects more responsive to community 
needs, including by enhancing the scope to target 
particularly vulnerable groups. Less than half of the 
JSDF projects reviewed (44%) are not directly linked 
to a specific World Bank project, but they nonetheless 
show strong alignment with the World Bank’s Country 
Partnership Framework.

Sustainability at the Heart of JSDF Initiatives

39  
(44.32%)

13  
(14.77%)

36  
(40.91%)

https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/00e55310df432929bf064d7ad15dd64f-0060052024/original/JSDF-FY24-result-stories-Cambodia.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/5eb250eda6e0d3771a54f83667c06746-0060052024/original/JSDF-FY24-result-stories-Honduras.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/5eb250eda6e0d3771a54f83667c06746-0060052024/original/JSDF-FY24-result-stories-Honduras.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/4c11f34191654d5be389b6a40ca0d00e-0060052024/original/JSDF-FY24-result-stories-Ukraine.pdf
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Honduras
In November 2024, the Japan Social Development Fund launched a US$2.75 million 
project to improve the employment opportunities and livelihoods for youth from 18 
to 30 years old while increasing the availability of climate resilient infrastructure in 
urban settlements in Choloma and Villanueva. Project activities focus on technical 
and soft skills training for the youth and apprenticeship opportunities through 
public works for urban infrastructure upgrading. The project is implemented by the 
international non-governmental organization CARE, with support from Red Solidaria, 
the main social assistance program in the country.

Read more here.

Sierra Leone
The JSDF-funded Sierra Leone Rice Systems Capacity Strengthening Project 
was launched in October 2024 for a total financing of US$2.80 million to increase 
the adoption of sustainable climate smart best practices in rice production 
by smallholder farmers in Sierra Leone. To achieve this, the project focuses 
on knowledge and experience sharing between Sierra Leone and Viet Nam to 
strengthen the institutional and technical capacities of 12,000 rice farmers. The 
project is implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security.

Read more here.

Latest News
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In FY25, six projects started implementation. Highlights from two projects activated since the start of FY25 include:

Young artists share their visions of health. The ‘Healthy Kids Ready to Fight Diseases’ contest inspired 8,200 primary school 
students to create these colorful interpretations of staying strong and healthy.

JSDF Blog
In Viet Nam, JSDF support helped enhance the country’s preparedness 
for health emergencies, including Covid-19 pandemic, by working with 
healthcare workers and vulnerable communities at the grassroots level. As 
a result, the number of health staff reporting good knowledge of epidemic 
response almost tripled, increasing from 28% at the start of the project 
to 75.6% at its closing. In total, 27,000 people were trained to respond to 
emergencies, including 5,756 from vulnerable groups in the project’s initial 
27 target communes in Vinh Phuc, Khanh Hoa and Long An provinces.

Read more about the results of JSDF support in our blog here.

HOW GRASSROOTS SUPPORT CAN HELP STRENGTHEN  
VIET NAM’S PREPAREDNESS FOR HEALTH EMERGENCIES 
By Huong Lan Dao, Anh Thuy Nguyen, and Dinara Muldabayeva

For more information, please visit the Japan Social Development Fund website. 

https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P176724
https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/project-detail/P180895
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/eastasiapacific/vit-nam-h-tr-a-phng-nng-cao-kh-nng-ng-ph-vi-cc-tnh-hung-y-t-khn-cp-
https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/japan-social-development-fund

