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Immediate causes of the learning crisis

*

* Nigeria here is 4 States: Anambra, Bauci, Ekiti, Niger



Africa: Doctors absent 25-40 percent of the time

Source: World Bank Service Delivery Indicators, https://www.sdindicators.org/



The same provider has the lowest checklist adherence in their public sector 
clinic....and the highest in their private sector clinic

Source: Das J, Holla A, Mohpal A, Muralidharan K. Quality and Accountability in Health Care Delivery: Audit-Study Evidence from Primary Care in India. Am Econ Rev. 2016 
Dec;106(12):3765-99.



Bold, Tessa, Deon Filmer, Gayle Martin, Ezequiel Molina, Brian Stacy, Christophe Rockmore, Jakob Svensson, and Waly Wane. 2017. "Enrollment without Learning: Teacher Effort, 
Knowledge, and Skill in Primary Schools in Africa." Journal of Economic Perspectives 31 (4): 185–204.



Resource-rich countries have lower tax revenues

Source: Shantayanan Devarajan, Quy-Toan Do, Taxation, accountability, and cash transfers: Breaking the resource curse, Journal of Public Economics, Volume 218, 2023,



Source: Devarajan, Shantayanan, 'How to Use Oil Revenues Efficiently', in Kamiar Mohaddes, Jeffrey B. Nugent, and Hoda Selim (eds), Institutions and Macroeconomic Policies in Resource-Rich Arab 
Economies (Oxford, 2019; online edn, Oxford Academic, 18 July 2019).



The participation dividend from taxation in 
D.R. Congo
• Randomly introduced door-to-door collection of property taxes in a 

province in D.R. Congo

• Tax compliance increased by 11 percentage points

• Citizens in treated neighborhoods
• Participated more in town meetings

• Demanded accountability from elected officials

““Why should the inhabitants of Lukonga pay taxes when the roads are in such 
disastrous condition?” 

“The provincial government should inform us how this money will be spent on 
public infrastructure and not wasted on other things.”

Source: Weigel, Jonathan. 2020. The participation dividend of taxation: How citizens of Congo engage more with the state when it tries to tax them. Quarterly Journal of Economics, pp. 1-55.



From the New York Times, July 3, 2025:

Oman is introducing an income tax: “The policy could lead to a recalibration of the 

relationship between citizens and their government…Once a government begins to 

collect revenue from its citizens, some may start to ask more serious questions about 

how their leaders are spending that money, wanting to hold them accountable.”
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