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A triangular paradigm of  conservation

Conservation reality in today’s India

Ethical Baseline

Ahimsa, Dharma, etc. from as far back as 320 B.C.
(Menon, 2013)



Example I – The Tibetan Conservation Awareness 
Campaign



Tibetans 

believed  

wearing wild 

animal skin as 

their 

traditional 

dress, (Chuba) 

is a symbol of  

bravery

A majority of  wildlife seizures in 

Northern India had Tibetan 

connections to the illegal wildlife 

trade 



In April 2005, Tibetan 

Conservation Awareness 

Campaign (TCAC) was 

launched  by Wildlife Trust of  

India (WTI) and Care for the 

Wild International (CWI) 

with the blessings of  His 

Holiness The Dalai Lama to 

spread awareness on 

endangered wildlife in Tibetan 

communities all over India



A National campaign among the faithful started up



February 2006

Thousands of  Tibetan in India, Nepal and Tibet burnt their animal 

skin chubas as a result of  the campaign







Many fish-workers from villages along the Gujarat coast near 

Dwarka, Veraval, Rupen and Okha were engaged in hunting of  

whale sharks







A mass campaign engages the entire state





The Wins…the biggest of  them all

Releases of  Whale sharks 

begin, within a year of  the campaign’s start 



Example III: Amur falcon (Falco amurensis) 



Amur falcon 
migratory route

Wokha, Nagaland



Doyang reservoir Nagaland

“Falcon capital of the world”



In 2012, large scale 

hunting of  Amur falcons 

(over 100,000 killed 

annually)  was highlighted
Fishing Nets



Wildlife Trust of  India (WTI) collaborated with Nagaland 

Forest department, local conservation bodies and most 

importantly  the Baptist Church and the community



Hunters Turned Protectors 
– 24x7 watch squad formed (and equipped) from within the hunters 

to patrol the roosting sites during the migratory season



Conservation Impact

Ensured ZERO mortality of  

Amur falcons during the last 

3 roosting seasons in 

Doyang, Nagaland

As a result of this multi-pronged, approach 

including several NGOs, State government, 

Village councils… and critically the Church





Thank you. In India, 

anything is possible


