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The Director-General

Rome 9DEC 1986

AGR-DG/86V/i 3

Dear Mr. Husain,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 17 November
forwarding the CGIAR's 1985 Annual Report.

I am pleased to note that the Group's achievements and progress in
support of research for food production are well presented. This is
important in order to maintain the high livel of international cooperation
and good will that the CGIAR has succeeded in establishing in its sphere of
activity.

The CGIAR has undertaken a review of its priorities and strategies
at a very opportune time. Its emphasis on generating technologies that
ensure the sustainability of agricultural production and safeguard natural
resources and environment, as well as on technologies for ecologically
less-favoured farming areas, corresponds well to the concerns FAO has
expressed on many occasions. In particular, research for sub-Saharan
Africa must indeed be given priority.

I extend warm congratulations for the good progress made by the
CGIAR.

Yours sincerely,

douard aouma

Mr. Shahid Husain
Chairman
Consultative Group on International

Agricultural Research (CGIAR)
Washington D.C.

Via dells Term. dl Caracalla, 00100-ROME Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971
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FAO

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT 30 CGIAR ANNUAL REPORTS WERE SHIPPED TO

s YOU TODAY FOR DISTRIBUTION AT FAO HEADQUARTERS. COPIES FOR FAO

6 REGIONAL AND FIELD OFFICES WILL BE SENT DIRECTLY FROM THE

7
SECRETARIAT. REGARDS, CURT FARRAR, CGIAR
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Date: December 2, 1986
To: Mr Her bert Langer , L.ATF, 15-1'~1,
From: Henni e Deboec -De Zutter, CGR
Et: ' 48025
Subject: 1906 Chinese contribution to CGIAR

1. Thank you fr informing mv that thr 1 cs Chinese
contribution to the CMAR , $ 500,000, has bepn rE e:ived.

2. 1 would appruciate your arr anging -or following
d i sb ur semen t s:!

Centor Amount (US $)

CIAT 30, On)
C I MY 80,000
CIF' 80, 000
I BPGR 50, O)
ICARDA 50, 000
ICR I SAT* 50,000
I F FRI 20, 000
I I TA 20, 0o
IRRI 120,000

Tota. 500, 000

3. Thank you for your assistance in th:is matter.

Files D-44, G--2 0-3, -4, G-12, G-10, G-7, G-14, B-5, G-6.
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3 ROME, ITALY

RE PARTICIPATION OF FIXED-TERM REPRESENTATIVES IN CGIAR

MEETINGS. AAA) REQUESTED CASHIER'S TO SEND CHECK OF USDOL 5,685

6 TO YOUR OFFICE. THIS REPRESENTS ADDITIONAL 1986 AUSTRALIAN

CONTRIBUTION. BBB) FOR 1987 I HAVE PLEDGE FROM IDRC (CANDOL

10,000) AND FROM AUSTRALIA (AUSDOL 5,000). DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS

EXPECTED IN FIRST HALF OF 1987. REGARDS, HENNIE DEBOECK-DE

10 ZUTTER, FINANCIAL OFFICER
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WORLDBANK MSS

ZCZC CGRP2242 WUI600
CGR
REF : TCP MET
WU1600
WOT570 131528 ROP865 ((AGD)) 13.01.1987 16:17

PP OWT

FAO/ITC/AGD/865/ 13.01.1987
ATTENTION CURTIS FARRAR CGIAR RYC YR VISIT ROME STOP INVITING

YOU FOR LUNCH TOGETHER WITH ZEHNI 23 JANUARY STOP PROPOSE

MEETING MY OPFICE AT NOON REGARDS (BONTE)

23

(FOODAGRI ROME TELEX 610181-610248)

171289 1531 130187
01710171 600

=01131036

NNNN
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4 AM TRYING TO ARRANGE MEETING OF THE CGIAR COMMITTEE ON THE IBPGR

FOR ABOUT 4 PM ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 2, AFTER WE ALL RETURN FROM THE

6 PICNIC. MAIN ITEM OF BUSINESS WOULD BE REPORT FROM FAO AND IBPGR

7 ON PROGRESS MADE IN RESOLVING MANAGEMENT ISSUES, SUBSTANCE OF

WHICH WOULD THEN BE INCORPORATED IN THE COMMITTEE'S REPORT TO THE

GROUP. PLEASE RESERVE THIS TIME TENTATIVELY. I WILL CONFIRM AS

10 SOON AS POSSIBLE. REGARDS, FARRAR, CGIAR
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3 ROME, ITALY

RE FIXED TERM REPRESENTATIVES AT MEETINGS. HAVE ARRANGED FOR

5 PAYMENT OF USDOL 14,215. HALF OF AMOUNT REPRESENTS AUSTRALIAN

6 CONTRIBUTION, BALANCE ARE MATCHING WORLD BANK FUNDS. REGARDS,

7 HENNIE DEBOECK-DE ZUTTER, CGIAR
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Date: September 12, 1986
To: Mr Ph n Forher Y
From: Hen n E Deboec k -lDe ut t er , CGR 
Ent: 48025
Subject: Payment to FAO

1. 1 would app Eci* LV your reqnwving Cashiers to seAd a check of
$14, 215 , by FAD pcuch to:

Mr. C.H. Bonte-Friedheimf;
Assistant Director General
Agriculture Department
Food and Agriculture Organiytim of th Unit d NatdcnL
Via delle Terme di Caracalli
Rome 00100, Italy

2. The amount of the check should be charged against
Participation in the CGIAR Special Activities Account.

3. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

File D2



September 8, 1986

Note for Ed Sulzberger

You might ask one of our real French speakers what this incoming
telex says. Barring further enlightenment, I suggest that you
package the items likely to be of greatest interest in the Central
African Republic (four copies as requested) and send them off by UN
pouch, with a telexed notification that you have done so. Here is

a case where a list of publications would be of help (ours plus
those of the TAC). I would copy correspondence to Zehni.

Curt 6 :rar

Attachment

Filename STUFF.908 Page 6 CFarrar



WORLDBANK MS SYSTEM

ZCZC CGRP1868 JWS0332
CGR
REF : TCP FCA

JWS0032 JGX367 IN 05/07:46 OUT 05/07:47
FOODAGRI 5311RC
FAO R/301/CAR/05.09.86
SECRETARIAT GROUPE CONSULTATIF RECHERCHE AGRICOLE INTERNATIONALE.

RECONNAISSANT ENVOYER QUATRE EXEMPLAIRES ETUDES COMITE CONSUL-

TATIF TECHNIQUE SUR BUDGET ET IMPACT CENTRES INTERNATIONAUX RE-

CHERCHE AGRICOLE POUR AUTORITES CENTRAFRICAINES PAR VALISE NA-

TIONS UNIES OU A ADRESSE REPRESENTATION FAO, BP 2157, BANGUI RCA.

(IOUDOGBO7 FOODAGRI BANGUI).

FOODAGRI 5311RC
FOODAGRI 5311RC

=09060740

NNNN

7-j-L

WORLDBANK MS SYSTEM

DISCONNECTED
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4 URGENT. FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY TO JOHN MONYO, TAC SECRETARIAT.

5 REFERENCE UNDP USDOL150,000 CONTRIBUTION. SUBSEQUENT TO LATEST

6 CONVERSATION WITH YOU ON ABOVE MATTER, MR. SATYAPAL OF UNDP

7 CONTACTED ME AGAIN. HE HAD SPOKEN TO MR. ROTHERMEL IN GENEVA AND

8 REQUESTED THAT FOR TIME BEING YOU DO NOT CONTACT FINANCIAL STAFF

A AT FAO. MR. ROTHERMEL WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS MATTER MORE IN

10 DETAIL WITH MESSRS. BONTE-FRIEDHEIM AND FARRAR ON SEPTEMBER 22 AT

11 CIMMYT. THANKS AND BEST REGARDS, HENNIE DEBOECK-DE ZUTTER,

12 CGIAR.
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2 HERE MR JAMES C. INGRAM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME, ROME, ITALY

THANKS YOUR TELEX 4/9. VERY PLEASED TO JOIN YOU FOR LUNCH.

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ON THE 16TH. REGARDS AND GOOD WISHES,

6 GREENING
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2 HERE DR. OUA N'DIAYE, FAO REPRESENTATIVE IN GUINEA

3 CONAKRY, GUINEA

REFERENCE WARDA MEETING AND YOUR TELEX. REGRET PARTICIPANTS AT

PARIS MEETING ARE THEMSELVES RESPONSIBLE FOR TRAVEL AND PER DIEM

6 COSTS AS WELL AS ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRAVEL AND HOTEL. WE HAVE

7 CONSULTED FAO WHICH IS ABLE TO PROVIDE FUNDS ONLY FOR

CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETINGS AND NOT FOR INDIVIDUAL CENTER DONOR

MEETINGS. IF YOU ARE ABLE TO FINANCE YOUR OWN TRAVEL AND PER

10 DIEM COSTS WE WOULD BE MOST HAPPY TO WELCOME YOU AS A PARTICIPANT

TO THE MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 15 WHICH BEGINS AT 8.30 AM. BEST

REGARDS, CURTIS FARRAR, CGIAR
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2 HERE PRAPHAS WEERAPAT, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

3 BANGKHEN, BANGKOK, THAILAND

REFERENCE WARDA MEETING. MANY THANKS YOUR TELEX ADVISING US YOU

5 WILL ATTEND SEPTEMBER 15 MEETING AT WORLD BANK'S PARIS OFFICE.

6 WE WISH TO ADVISE YOU THAT COSTS OF ATTENDANCE WILL BE BORNE BY

7 PARTICIPANTS FOR BOTH TRAVEL AND PER DIEM. IF UNDER THESE

CIRCUMSTANCES YOU STILL WISH TO ATTEND MEETING, WE SHALL LOOK

FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT THE WORLD BANK OFFICE AT 8.30 AM ON

10 SEPTEMBER 15. REGARDS, CURTIS FARRAR, CGIAR
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FOOD AND ORGANISATION ORGANIZACION
AGRICULTURE DES NATIONS DE LAS NACIONES
ORGANIZATION UNIES POUR UNIDAS PARA
OF THE LALIMENTATION LA AGRICULTURA

*A .R UNITED NATIONS ET L'AGRIGULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971.

Ref.: 
16 June 1986

Dear Ms CaLvo,

Just a very brief note to thank you for the verbatim of
the mid-term meeting of the CGIAR held in Ontario. I appreciate
the efficiency in getting the document out. May I also take
the opportunity to thank you and your colleagues for your
effective role in the organization of the meeting. As a newcomer
I easily felt at home.

Yours sincerely,

C.H. Bonte-Friedheim
Assistant Director-General

Agriculture Department

Ms Doreen E. Crompton Calvo
Senior Program Officer
CGIAR Secretariat
The World Bank
1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20433
USA
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AA f FOOD AND ORGANISATION ORGANIZACION
AGRICULTURE DES NATIONS DE LAS NACIONES .
ORGANIZATION UNIES POUR UNIDAS PARA
OF THE L'ALIMENTATION LA AGRICULTURA

.i ALN. 9 AUNITED NATIONS ET L'AGRICULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION _:4\

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971

Ref.: G/X/GIL-802(a) 8 May 1986

Invitation to the Fifth Technical Consultation
of AGRIS Participating Centres

(International Information System for the Agricultural
Sciences and Technology)

Rome, 9-13 June 1986

The Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations has the honour to extend an invitation to observers to
attend the Fifth Technical Consultation of AGRIS Participating Centres
which will be held at FAO Headquarters in Rome from 9 to 13 June 1986.
The opening meeting will begin at 14.30 hours on Monday 9 June.

The Consultation is being convened under the provisions of Article
VI-5 of the FAO Constitution. It is open to FAO Member Nations and those

other nations and international organizations which participate in AGRIS,
and also to observers. The Consultation will be conducted in English,
French and Spanish.

... The Provisional Agenda is enclosed.

The Director-General would appreciate receiving as soon as possible
the names, official titles and addresses of the observers designated to

attend.

Attention is drawn to the strict provisions in force regarding entry

into Italy, including the refusal of entry to persons not having required
visas. Participants requiring visas must obtain these from the Italian
Consulate or Diplomatic Mission in their country before leaving for Rome.

./.

Executive Secretary
Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research

1818 H Street N.W.
Washington D.C. 20433



- 2 -

Those participants whose travel originates in a country where there is no

Italian Consulate or Diplomatic Mission may obtain a visa on arrival

provided that they send a telex to the FAO Liaison and Protocol Branch,
Rome, giving their full name, date and place of birth, nationality and

passport number as well as their flight number and arrival date in time

to permit FAO to request, at least 48 hours prior to their arrival, the

issue of an entry visa at Rome airport or other point of entry into

Italy. Participants failing to comply with the above, will not be allowed

by the Italian authorities to enter Italy.



0 FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION March 1986
OF THE UNITED NATIONS
ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES POUR
L'ALIMENTATION ET L'AGRICULTURE
ORGANIZACION DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS
PARA LA AGRICULTURA Y LA ALIMENTACION

FIFTH TECHNICAL CONSULTATION OF AGRIS PARTICIPATING CENTRES

Rome, 9 - 13 June 1986

Provisional Agenda

1. Opening of the Consultation and introductory statements

2. Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur

3. Adoption of Agenda

4. Progress Report on AGRIS since the Fourth Technical Consultation, by the

AGRIS Coordinating Centre

5.. Reports by representatives of participating centres on developments at the

national and regional level

6. Input and Coverage

7. AGROVOC and the Categorization Scheme

7.1 Implementation: results and problems

7.2 Maintenance of AGROVOC

8. Outputs and Services

8.1 Review of current AGRIS standard products

8.1.1 Agrindex: New product

8.1.2 Agrindex: other language versions

8.1.3 Data base

8.1.4 Abstracts

8.1.5 Cumulative indexes: frequency, format

8.1.6 Diskettes

8.2 Individual user needs

8.3 Needs of and utilization by national and regional centres

9. Training

9.1 Medium-term training policy

9.2 Coordination with national and regional training plans

./..
W/R82 22/c



-2-

10. Promotion of the system and its services

11. Document delivery at the national, regional and international levels

12. Relations with other agricultural information systems and networks

12.1 CARIS

12.2 AGLINET

12.3 Others

13. Date and place of next Consultation

14. Any other business

15. Adoption of report
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Date: Apr-il 9,1986
To: Mr George Whiticker, LOATF, 15-222
From: Hennie Deboeck-De Zutter, CGR
Ext : 48025
Subject: Payment to FAO

1. We have been informed by Mr Wegayehu that Cashier's
received $ 14,282.65 from IDRC. I have asked him to deposit the
funds in the CGIAR special activities account.

2. Upon deposit of the funds, I would appreciate your
requesting Cashier's to send a check of $ 14,282.65, by FAO Pouch
to :

Mr C.H. Bonte-Friedheim
Assistant Director General
Agriculture Department
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome 00100, Italy

3. The amount of the check should be charged against
Participation in the Special Activities Account.

4. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

File D-29
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM
Date: March 17, 1986

To: CGIAR Secretariat

From: Curtis Far

Subject: Communications with the FAO on CGIAR business

Mr. Bonte-Friedheim tells me that it is up to us whether we

address someone else in the FAO or him on CGIAR affairs. But he does wish

to have a copy of any such communication, so that he can be informed.

He is also quite willing to have all materials sent to him, for

further assignment by his office. It seems to be that the latter approach
is the best in general, since we will then not be in a position of having
to remember to copy messages to Bonte-Friedheim.

Bonte Friedheim has a doctors degree, and sometimes uses the

title Dr. (Always in German.) I suggest that we not use the title, but
style him as Mr. Bonte-Friedheim. He says he has no preference.

CFarrar:lb/MS
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FOOD AND ORGANISATION ORGANIZACION

0 AGRICULTURE DES NATIONS DE LAS NACIONES
F ORGANIZATION UNIES POUR UNIDAS PARA

OF THE L'ALIMENTATION LA AGRICULTURA
r & A. . UNITED NATIONS ET L'AGRICULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone 71

Ref.:
17 February 1986

Dear Mr. Husain,

I would like to refer to your letter of 3 January to
the Director-General, who has been away from Rome on an
extended field trip.

Mr. Saouma has asked me to say that he is very well
aware of the importance of effective FAO representation in
the CGIAR. The development of new technologies for the more
difficult African environments is a major priority for the
international community. In other developing regions, the
continuing intensification of agriculture can be expected to
place major demands on the research community. In the years
ahead, FAO will be seeking to maintain and, as far as
possible, to strengthen its support to TAC and its practical
working links with the CGIAR and the individual IARC's.

FAO does not formally designate a permanent
representative in the CGIAR, but normally the
Director-General expects to ask Mr. Bonte-Friedheim, Dr.
Bommer's successor, to handle this responsibility. Ad hoc
decisions may, of course, have to be made in respect of
particular meetings. For purposes of consultation, however,
Mr. Bonte-Friedheim is your interlocutor in FAO.

Yours sincerely,

Declan J. Walton
Deputy Director-General-Designate

Mr. S. Shahid Husain
Chairman
Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research
1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20433
U.S.A.



January 31, 1986

Dr. C. H. Ronte-Friedheim
Assistant Director-General
Agriculture Department
Food & Agriculture Organization of the UNM
Via delle Terme di Caracella
Rome 00100, Italy

Dear Dr. Bonte-Friedheim:

This is in response to Dieter Rommer's confidential letter ofDecember 10, which I did not receive until. after the holidays when I returnedfrom vacation.

I share Dieter's regret about the references to the FAO in thebooklet "Biotechnology and Genetic Diversity." On seeing the book I askedfor information about the COTAR's involvement in it. I have been informedthat the CGIAR secretariat did make a $10,000 grant to the California
Agricultural Lands Project, the publishers of this book, and provided thewriters with information about the CGIAR program in genetic resource
conservation. The motivation of this grant was the great need for apublication giving insights into the scientific basis for the concern forgenetic resources at a level which could be used by the press and othernon-scientists who needed to understand enough to be able to deal sensiblywith the political and policy issues that continue to arise. Theorganization involved is small, but reputable, and the secretariat wasfamiliar with their work on other topics.

The arrangement did not include a right to review the documentbefore publication, and Mr. Farrar said he was as surprised as I that thepublishers, having obtained suPport from the Group would proceed to criticizeone of the cosponsors at such length. Apart from this aspect, It appearsthat the booklet does serve the intended purpose of providing validinformation on the topic addressed.

The views ascribed to a sentor member of the secretariat areclearly personal and do not represent the position of the secretariat. It ishard to make such a distinction, however, and Mr. Farrar has aysonished theindividual involved to exercise much greater care in the future in expressingpersonal views on matters of CCIAR concern when these views may be quoted.

/Continued...
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I have directed the secretariat to stop distributing the work, and

to advise the publisher to remove reference to support from the CGTAR in

future editions, If any.

Our apologies for inadvertant Involvement in making public

criticisms of our fellow co-sponsor.

Sincerely yours,

S. Shahid Husain
Chairman

c.c. & feared with DP

CFa /ms/CF23/D2
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Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research

Mailing Address: 1818 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20433, U.S.A.
Office Location: 1825 K Street, N.W.
Telephone (Area Code 202) 334-8021

Cable Address-INTBAFRAD

January 31, 1986

Dr. C. H. Bonte-Friedheim
Assistant Director-General
Agriculture Department
Food & Agriculture Organization of the UN
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome 00100, Italy

Dear Dr. Bonte-Friedheim:

This is in response to Dieter Bommer's confidential letter of

December 10, which I did not receive until after the holidays when I returned

from vacation.

I share Dieter's regret about the references to the FAO in the

booklet "Biotechnology and Genetic Diversity." On seeing the book I asked

for information about the CGIAR's involvement in it. I have been informed

that the CGIAR secretariat did make a $10,000 grant to the California

Agricultural Lands Project, the publishers of this book, and provided the

writers with information about the CGIAR program in genetic resource

conservation. The motivation of this grant was the great need for a

publication giving insights into the scientific basis for the concern for

genetic resources at a level which could be used by the press and other

non-scientists who needed to understand enough to be able to deal sensibly

with the political and policy issues that continue to arise. The

organization involved is small, but reputable, and the secretariat was

familiar with their work on other topics.

The arrangement did not include a right to review the document

before publication, and Mr. Farrar said he was as surprised as I that the

publishers, having obtained support from the Group would proceed to criticize

one of the cosponsors at such length. Apart from this aspect, it appears

that the booklet does serve the intended purpose of providing valid

information on the topic addressed.

The views ascribed to a senior member of the secretariat are

clearly personal and do not represent the position of the secretariat. It is

hard to make such a distinction, however, and Mr. Farrar has admonished the

individual involved to exercise much greater care in the future in expressing

personal views on matters of CGIAR concern when these views may be quoted.

/Continued...
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I have directed the secretariat to stop distributing the work, and
to advise the publisher to remove reference to support from the CGIAR in
future editions, if any.

Our apologies for inadvertant involvement in making public
criticisms of our fellow co-sponsor.

Sincerely yo 9 s,

S. Shah d Husain

Chairman



To: Mr. S. Shahid Husain

From: Curtis Farrar, OCR

Date: January 8, 19"6

Subject: FAO Working Group on Plant Genetic Resources

Philippe Mahler has confirmed rumors that the working group is
delayed from mid-February until mid-April. We will have the exact dates
shortly. The reason is apparently need of more time for staff preparation.

This means we can wait for comments from Caudron and Hardon before
putting the Saouma letter into final. I'll press both of them and not let it
slide, however. It also means that the answer from the FAO will reach us
barely in time for the Ottawa meeting, with a risk of furthr delay.

Probably we should plan a visit to Rome to deal with practical
issues including timing soon after our letter has been received.

c.c. Messrs. Plucknett, Ozgediz, Schuh, Greening
Mrs. Calvo

CFarrar/ms/CF21/D2/I
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January 3, 1986

Dr. Edouard Saouma
Director-General
Food & Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 Rome, ITALY

Dear Dr. Saouma:

The retirement from FAO of Dr. Bommer marks a major change in the
work of the CGIAR, and particularly in our relationships with the FAO. With
Dieter on board, we have received excellent advice and insights, particularly
into the qualifications of individuals who might play key roles in the
system, on boards, on the TAC, on review panels. FA0 has been our best
source of names of qualified people, and has been particularly strong in
identifying candidates from developing countries.

I could cite many other examples, but my purpose in writing is not
to praise Dr. Bommer or the FAD. It is rather to inquire about your
intentions with regard to Dieter's replacement in our councils. We value
the contributions made by many in the FAD, and want to retain broad contacts,
of course. At the same time, the fact that FAO was represented in the CGIAR
by an Assistant Director, a person with broad awareness of the entire program
of the FA0, and with easy and direct access to yourself has also been of
great value. I therefore hope that FAO would continue the practice of
confiding this responsibility to someone at the Assistant Director level.

With very best wishes for the New Year.

Sincerely yours,

S. S a k Husain
Chairman

cc Messrs. Schuh, Rothermel
bcc Plucknett, Herdt, Calvo
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10 December 1985 

Dear Shahid, 

My attention was drawn to a booklet entitled "Biotechnology 
and Geneti c Diversity" which was distributed during the Last 
CGIAR meeting by some outsiders in connection with the 
discussion on IBPGR. I note that the CGIAR was cited as 
one of the cosponsors of the booklet. 

The purpose of my writing is to ask you whether the CGIAR 
has indeed been supporting and possibly funding this publication 
where one of its cosponsors is portrayed in an unfavourable 
Light. I would have accepted the argument that the opinions 
expressed in this booklet are the author's, nqt the cosponsor's, 
if it was not for the quotation attributed to senior members 
of the CG Secretariat. I would appreciate receiving clarification 
on the mode in which the CGIAR was actually involved in this 
most regrettable affair. 

The discussions of the recent FAO Conference on the 
subject of Plant Genetic Resources have highlighted the 
importance of FAO/IBPGR cooperation and acknowledged the 
useful role of IBPGR. I take pleasure in sending you 
herewith a copy of the relevant extracts of the report 
of the Conference. 

With best regards. 

Mr. S. Husain 
Chairman 
Consultative Group on International 

Agricultural Research 

WASHINGTON D.C. 20433 
USA 

Yours sincerely, 

Assistant Director-General 
Agriculture Department 
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Follow-up of Conference Resolutions 8/83 and 9/83 - Item 15

Plant Genetic Resources 1/

1. The Conference reaffirmed the significance of plant genetic resources in

continued agricultural development and in ensuring food security. It noted

that, following the adoption of Conference Resolution 8/83 on the

International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources, 85 Member Nations had

officially responded and of these 77 had agreed in principle to adhere to, or

expressed support for, the Undertaking. In addition, two non-FAO Member

Nations had responded positively.

2. Appeals were made to all countries which had not yet subscribed to the

Undertaking to do so. In this connection, countries were urged to clearly

spell out their reservations to the Undertaking, in order to establish a

constructive dialogue to ensure widest possible adherence. Various

delegations, in reiterating their reservations to the Undertaking, indicated

that their national legislation, including plant breeders' rights and other

domestic considerations, determined the degree to which they could adhere to

the Undertaking. A number of delegations were of the view that were the

Undertaking to be modified, a greater number of countries could adhere to it.

A few members reiterated that they could not adhere to the Undertaking in its

present form on grounds of principle.

3. The Conference took note of the fact that the memb rship of the

Commission on Plant Genetic Resources had increased from 67 to 77'Member

Nations since its first meeting in March 1985. Six more countries had

announced their intention of joining the Commission during the Twenty-third

Session of the Conference. The studies currently being carried out by the

Secretariat to investigate ways and means of allowing participation in the

Commission by Member Nations of the United Nations which are not members of

FAO were welcomed.

1/ C 85/24, C 85/LIM/18; C 85/II/PV/ll; C 85/II/PV/12.
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4. The Conference noted that, as recommended by the First Session of the

Commission, a Working Group comprising 23 Members of the Commission had been

established and would meet in February 1986.

5. The Conference took note of the work initiated by the Secretariat on

follow-up to the recommendations of the First Session of the Commission. The

need to study the various legal aspects of the conservation and exchange of

plant genetic resources was emphasized. The majority reiterated the

significance of an international network under international jurisdiction on

plant genetic resources base collections, both ex situ and in situ, and the

overall importance of the unrestricted exchange of plant genetic resources,

and emphasized that such a network did not imply duplication or overlapping

with existing systems, but was complementary, pointing out that the existing

network was responsible only for ex situ collections and for certain edible

varieties. A number of members expressed their belief that the existing

institutions had the flexibility and were quite adequate to achieve the

objectives of the Undertaking.

6. The Conference stressed the importance of linking plant genetic

resources with effective plant breeding and seed production activities, above

all to be benefit of developing countries. In this respect, it reaffirmed, on

the one hand, the global importance of facilitating inter-country movement of

plant resources and stressed, on the other, hand the need for increased

support to training activities for the maintenance and use of germ plasm.

.. Thcn Co-nferencenoted.the financiaL constraints of all countries,

particularly of developing countries, to implement fully the objectives of the

Undertaking. The majority requested the Director-General to study the

feasibility of establishing an international fund for plant genetic resources,

in the context of Article 8 of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic

Resources. Other members expressed their belief that such a fund was not

necessary in the light of existing funding mechanisms.
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8. The Conference reiterated its appreciation for the technical and

scientific achievements of the International Board for Plant Genetic Resources

(IBPGR)in its area of competence. It emphasized the importance of continued

close cooperation between IBPGR and FAO, and particularly with its Commission

on Plant Genetic Resources, with a view to avoiding duplication and promoting

complementarity. The Conference noted that the-Consultative Group on

International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) was reviewing the IBPGR and that

the Commission had asked the Director-General of FAO to review the

relationship between IBPGR and the FAO. In this context, the relationship

between IBPGR and FAO was currently the subject of discussions between the

Chairman of the CGIAR and the Director-General of FAO. Several members

indicated that they were prepared to support the establishment of IBPGR as an

autonomous and independent international institution. Many members thought

that the existing arrangements between IBPGR and FAO should be maintained and

improved.



Erdmuth Bommer

Prof. Dr. Dieter F.R. Bommer

New address as of 1 January, 1986 7

Private: Sdring 1
D-3405 Rosdorf 2 (Obernjesa near G6ttingen)
F.R. Germany

Office: BundesforschungsanstaLt fir Landwirtschaft
BundesalLee 50
D-3300 Braunschweig F.R. Germany

Tel: (0531) - 5961



FOOD AND ORGANISATION ORGANIZACION
AGRICULTURE DES NATIONS DE LAS NACIONES -

F ORGANIZATION UNIES POUR UNIDAS PARA )
OF THE L'ALIMENTATION LA AGRICULTURA -3

I? il .A UNITED NATIONS ET L'AGRICULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION ; .

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971

Ref.: 9 December 1985

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

After having served with FAO for more than eleven years

and having enjoyed living in the EternaL City of Rome, we

return to our home country of Germany at the beginning of

the New Year.

It has been a very interesting and challenging period

being able to contribute to the goals of FAO and to multi-

Lateral cooperation in agriculture.

We valued most meeting and working with the numerous

dedicated and warm people alL over the world as the farmers,

technicians, researchers, international civil servants,

government officials and of course the colleagues of every

nationality within the Organization. To all are owed our

thanks and appreciation.

The coming years will continue to be devoted to agricul-

tural research and development which we sincerely hope will

permit us to keep in contact with all our friends. At the

same time we will enjoy being closer to our family again.

In saying good-bye we send our warmest thanks, and wish

you the blessings of the forthcoming holiday season and a

happy and fruitful New Year.

With our best personal regards,

*a& 45r QQJA QU A
Erdmuth and Dieter F.R. Bo

Mr. Curtis Farrar
Executive Secretary
Consultative Group on International

Agricultural Research
1818 H Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20433

U.S.A.



FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The Director-General

Rome - 3 DEC 1985

AGR-DG/85/ \&S

Dear Mr. Husain,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter

dated 21 October 1985.

It was indeed with great interest that I read the first

annual report of the CGIAR covering the year 1984, which I

found both informative and stimulating. It provides for the

first time an annual account of the achievements of the

international research system which we jointly co-sponsor.

I look forward to the continuation of this valuable

reporting in the future.

Yours sincerely,

Edo rd Saouma

Mr. S. Shahid Husain

Chairman

Consultative Group on International

Agricultural Research

Washington D.C.

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100-ROME Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971
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November 15, 1985

Dear Dieter,

Thank you for your kind letter.

As I said, your services to the CGIAR have
been invaluable and I did not exaggerate when I
said how much my colleagues and I have valued
your wise counsel.

I shall miss you and your advice, but I
take comfort in the thought of your continued
association with our great System.

With my best personal regards,

Sincerely,

S. Shahid Husain
Chairman

Mr. D.F.R. Bommer
Assistant Director-General
Agriculture Department
Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations
Rome, Italy

cc: Mr. Farrar(with incoming)



A FOOD AND ORGANISATION ORGANIZACIONF AGRICULTURE DES NATIONS DE LAS NACIONES 9.-9
ORGANIZATION UNIES POUR UNIDAS PARA
OF THE L'ALIMENTATION LA AGRICULTURA

. f. UNITED NATIONS ET L'AGRICULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION ;j \

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971

Ref.: 8 November 1985

Dear Shahid, -

I was reaLLy moved by the fareweLL given to me Last week by the
ConsuLtative Group on InternationaL AgricuLturaL Research. Your
statement honoured me very much and I don't know if I reaLLy deserved
it. The onLy thing I know is that I have tried to do my duty but aLso
certainLy put a Lot of my heart to the work cf the Group in benefit
of agricuLturaL research in and for deveLoping countries. May I
thank you and through you the Group, TAC, its Chairman and Secretariat
and the CG Secretariat very much.

I aLso thank very much aLL of them for the beautiful gifts which
were so thoughtfuLLy chosen and wiLL enjoy them for a Long time I am
sure. I shaLL Leave my present office with the satisfaction that my
future duties wiLL keep me in contact with the aims and activities
of the CGIAR.

With many thanks again and warm personaL regards.

Yours sincereLy,

D.F.R. Bommer
Assistant Director-General

AgricuLture Department

Mr. S. Shahid Husain
CGIAR Chairman
1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington
D.C. 20433
USA



November 11, 1985

Dr. Dieter F. K. Bowmer
Assistant Director General
Agriculture Department
Food & Agriculture Organization of the U.N.
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome 00100
Italy

Dear Dieter:

Since we last saw each other, I have worked over the tenative
division of labor between the FAO and an independent IBPGR and have come up
with the attached version, which I think might be acceptable from the point
of view of the board. Perhaps you would be good enough to look at it
informally, from the FAD viewpoint, and tell -s what you think.

The second, and perhaps more important, point, is whether this
document should be surfaced, and under what auspices? I am quite sure that
the board is not going to want to be in a position of telling the FAO what it
should be doing. For its part, I assume that FA0 could not agree to such a
statement without some very detailed negotiation, and perhaps discussion by
some of the governing bodies. On the other hand, a document of this kind
would be very reassuring to the CGIAR about the prospects for a good future
relationship, if it can be put on the table in a way that gives it some
credibility,

Perhaps you could give me a ring when you have had a chance to go
over this version. Many thanks.

Sincerely yours,

Curtis Farrar
txecutive Secretary

Attachment

OFFICIAL FILE COPY



Tentative suggestion of division of labor between the FAO and the IBPGR

with reference to the responsibilities of other bodies.

The status of the FAO and the IBPGR is of independent entities concerned,

along with others, about plant genetic resources. They are free to

cooperate (or not to cooperate) with each other, and with third parties, on

any specific matter. It is assumed that the IBPGR would head a

coordinating group within the CGIAR dealing with plant genetic resources

that are covered by the mandates of all of the IARCs. The FAO could

therefore work with the CGIAR centers through the IBPGR but. is not barred

from dealing directly with any of the IARCs if it wishes to do so.

Commission on Plant Genetic Resources

FAO provides secretariat services to the commission, implements its

instructions and secure technical information required, either through its

own staff or by calling on others, including the IBPGR.

IBPGR responds to requests from the FAO for technical information for the

use of the commission, and as an observer to the meetings of the commission

provides relevant scientific and technical views on matters on the

agenda.

International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources

FAO monitors the implementation of the undertaking and initiates action as

required.

IBPGR has no direct role in relation to the undertaking.

Collection

IBPGR establishes priorities for collections, and initiates

collection activities in line with those priorities. Takes part directly
in many collection activities. Conducts ecogeographical research to

determine priorities on a better basis of knowledge than at present.

FAO facilitates collections.

Conservation in vitro

IBPGR provides technical advice on all forms of conservation in vitro,

defines standards, inspects and rates facilities as requested, provides

technical assistance to genebanks. Defines requirements for genebanks,
i.e. number, capacity, location, degree of redundency. Also conducts a
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research program on the concepts and methods of conservation of all forms

of plant germplasm.

FAO coordinates an international network of plant genetic resources centers

with emphasis on base collections, encourages observation of quality
standards, promotes unrestricted exchange of germplasm.

Documentation

IBPGR documents its own activities and provides technical advice to

the genetic resources community on documentation.

FAO develops an international information system, combined with an

international seed information system, with technical support from the

IBPGR and other sources. Publishes crop directories.

Information

FAO has major responsibility for informing policy makers about the
issue of genetic conservation.

IBPGR informs scientists and the public about the issue of genetic

conservation. In addition, it publicizes its own work and that of the

CGIAR centers in this field.

Evaluation and Utilization

IBPGR promotes characterization and evaluation of materials in order to

facilitate utilization. It also conducts a research program to improve

methodologies of evaluation.

FAO establishes networks, provides assistance and otherwise collaborates
with developing countries and IARCs in strengthening plant breeding and
seed multiplication capacity in developing countries.

Training

IBPGR conducts training on all aspects of genetic resources work.

FAO supports training in plant breeding and seed production, and
collaborates with the IBPGR and the IARCs in their training activities.

/Continued...
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Conservation In-situ

FAO provides support for study of the concept, pilot projects and

development of a network of conservation areas, in collaboration with

UNESCO, UNEP and IUCN, and for related training.

IBPGR can provide scientific advice to the FAO and other agencies involved.

Research

IBPGR would mount a research program to include seed physiology, in vitro

conservation, pathology in germ plasm exchange, analysis of genetic

variations on an ecogeographical basis, and application of recombinant DNA

technology to the conservation of genetic variability. It would make full

use of the capacities of the IARCs and conduct this program exclusively

through grants and contracts.

FAO would not conduct or finance research in these areas.

Drafted by C.Farrar
November 11, 1985
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October 28, 1985

Dr. Fdouard Saouma
Director-General
Food & Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

Via delle Terre di Caracalla
00100 Rome
Italy

Dear Mr. Director General:

Thank you very much for the frank talk about the IBPGR and the
fine lunch in Rome the other day. We shall be following up on the matters
during the forthcoming meeting of the CGIAR and I shall be in touch with
you about the group's deliberations.

I should like, however, to take up another matter which I
neglected to raise with you, During the recent meeting of the CMlA?
co-sponsors at Geneva, we talked about WARDA where considerable progress
is being made on most fronts, with strong and flexible support from a
number of donors including the FAO. The one real problem is that the
sixteen member states have failed to make significant payments against
the $3.1 million they agreed to provide for 19A5, during the WARDA
governing council meeting last December. Only about 9314,Onn has been
received to date, whereas some $1.3 million is needed to keep WARDA from
falling back into near bankruptcy within the next few weeks.

Since WARDA is an intergovernmental organisation, the donors
view payment of these relatively small amounts as critical indicators
of the member governments' interest in the organization. If the payments
are not made, I expect that several donors will probably withdraw future
support from WARDA whether the CTAR recommends such withdrawal or not.
Such action would have a devastating impact on the association.

. ./2.
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As y u 'ow, ti* Cover"nit Council of AA is wade tir )f the
avrrlcfilure ministers from the sixtoon rmmer countries The ft rt1cofIn
-Metinz of the ?AO Coeference -d.lt ,e ar opr)ortunity to rkvind those

isters of th toortanc& of nakinw r.y eats to M A)A. They sbhorld
already bw aware of tse facility offered by the world iawk for 0his year
t." allow balsaces on existing loar% to be used to pay current and tack
due. to WAi)A. If von eawld fin4 1E convenient to 'rin this matter to
the attention of the [inisters vheo they are in oe, it a:>uid be a timeiy
an tnortant step toward wAintatin the vialiltty of t is African
re(sional iwitiative. I repeat 4y convictio, that it will Pe very Iffticult
to i.fntain donor ewupport for -AR; A if a *shatantial proportion of the
paysonts to WANIA from mebers for the year 9W5 are not made bef ore the
Governing Cornwil convenes in nid- ecerber.

Sinceredy yours,

N . StImhd tusain
Chai roan



OFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Files

From: Curtis Farr

Date: October 16, 1985

Subject: FAO Attitudes on the Future of the IBPGR.

Mr. Husain met with the Director General of FAO for an office

conference followed by lunch on October 14, 1985. Also present were Dr.

Dieter Bommer, Mr. Philippe Mahler, Mr. Lucas Brader, Curtis Farrar, and for

part of the time, Mohammad Zehni.

Mr. Husain briefly summarized the situation with regard to the

IBPGR following the completion of the CGIAR's external reviews, and said that

he had come to Rome to discuss with the director general what could be done.

Dr. Saouma responded that he had put his thinking in a document given to the

CGIAR committee, and that he really had nothing to add. He did hope that the

matter could be settled quickly.

Mr. Husain said that a number of donors felt strongly that the

preferred outcome was for the IBPGR to remain in the FAQ with such changes as

were necessary to oveome the problems discovered in the review, that is to

have the ability to structure its own staff, set its own salaries and so

forth. The Dirctor General's reply was that he could not give an answer on

whether such unprecedented steps would be possible for an entity within the

FAO without consulting the appropriate governing bodies. It was not within

his authority to make changes in procedure of the kind suggested, yet if he

rejected them he might be criticised by member governments who took a very

serious interest in genetic resources.

He therefore asked Mr. Husain to write him a letter, once the CGIAR

had completed its consideration of the matter, setting for specifically the
changs that were requested. He would consult with the sub-committee of the

Commission on Plant Genetic Resources, which was to meet in February 1986,

and could provide a response thereafter.

Mr. Husain strongly urged the director general to make his own

recommendations to the sub-committee. The issues were controversial, and
without a strong lead it was possible that there would be problems for the

CGIAR and the FAO as a result of bringing the matter up at the political

level.

In later discussions with the Assistant Director for Agriculture,

Dr. Bommer, Mr. Husain pressed strongly for a positive recommendation from

the director general for an arrangement that would keep the IBPGR within the

FAO. In spite of our urging, Dr. Bommer expressed the view that it would be

very difficult to accomodate within the FAO an organization with an

independent board whose employees reported to the board and not to the

director general. There would be no question of such employees having the

laissez passer. In any event the director general would not be able to

delegate by contract or any other arrangement his responsibility for

providing support and policy advice to an intergovernmental group within the

P-1867
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FAO such as the commission. Dr. Bommer said that the director general
placed considerable importance on the idea of a formal request from the CGIAR
as a basis for settling the matter in accordance with proper FAO procedure.

At the same time, Dr. Bommer saw considerable possibilities for a
good working relationship between an independent genetic resources institute
and the FAO. It might be possible for the two bodies to sit down each year
and establish a program of work. The institute might contract with the FAO
for services such as collection missions, information activities, and other
tasks that the FAO could perform well. The FAO for its part might contract
with the institute for technical inputs required by the FAO itself or by the
commission. In this way, collaboration in both directions would be
established, the FAO would be helped to maintain a genetic resources

capability of its own, but overlapping functions would be avoided.



z, FOOD AND ORGANISATION ORGANIZACION
AGRICULTURE DES NATIONS DE LAS NACIONES -
ORGANIZATION UNIES POUR UNIDAS PARA
OF IHE L ALiMENTATION LA AGHiGULTURA

UNITED NATIONS ET L'AGRICULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION

Via delle Terme di caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy Cables. FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971

Ref.: REUR - PU 2/2 14 October 1985

Dear Sirs,

I should be grateful if you would keep my name on the mailing

List for publications produced by your Center.

The Regional Office for Europe, which I have headed since the

beginning of this year, sponsors a series of cooperative networks

on research and development in agriculture, rural energy and socio-

economics: more than 500 national institutions in developed and

developing countries are involved.

My new address is as folLows: A. Bozzini, Regional Repres ntative

for Europe, REUR - F412, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

Nations, Rome Italy.

Thank you, in advance, for your cooperation.

Yo fait fu ly,

A. Bozzini

Regional Repre entative for Eu e

Consultative Group on International

Agricultural Research (CGIAR)

1818 H Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20433
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To: CGIAR (CGIOO1)
From: CIP (CG801) Posted: Thu 5-Sep-85 14:56 EDT Sys 57 (25)

Subject: FAO ASSOCIATE EXPERTS

--More--

Attention: Curtis Farrar

We have obtained five FAO Associate Experts until 
they recently

decided that they would give no more 
to IARCs.

1) Obtained through direct contact with AGCD - Belgium.

Direct contact with SDC - Switzerland

All these donors used the FAO system for convenience.

3 to 5) These were obtained in last eight months as a result of

my visit to the FAO Office Rome 
in early 1984. I was

shown a list of CVs to choose from. There was no di-

rect CIP/donor involvement in these cases. 
Two are

Italian and one Dutch.

Alternative methods, we would prefer to receive associate experts

directly from donors as we do with Dutch, Canadian and Spanish

associates. This gives us the opportunity to interview 
and se-

lect candidates which is difficult with FAO system. Have dis-

cussed this with AGCD, they don't appear 
to have resolved the

bureaucratic problems. Regards,

--More--

Kenneth J. Brown
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June 28, 1985

Note for Mr. Husain:

Two thoughts about the attached draft letter to Bommer. We could

just wait until the meeting in October, when we will have a regular

co-sponsors dinner, and plan the future meeting then. However, Bommer

did suggest a meeting in the fall, and given his spnsitivity, there

might be some advantage in telling him that no meeting will be

scheduled in the time when he suggested it be done.

The other thought is that having Bommer come back will

undoubtedly be noticed by Mashler who was not similarly invited. Bill

will likely complain, which does not really matter. I do think the

first such meeting would be more effective, however, if someone with

Bommer's memory were present.

Curtis Farrar

cc: Don Plucknett

(Don, please follow up depending on Mr. Husain's action and

Bommer's reply, if any pny)

OPPICIAL FILE COPY



INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK CENTRE CENTRE INTERNATIONAL POUR L'ELEVAGE
FOR AFRICA EN AFRIQUE

ADDIS ABABA ETHIOPIA

44 Pop

/AD MIN/0 91

24 May 1985

Dr. C. Farrar
Executive Secretary of the CGIAR.

Dear Curt,

Subj: Recruitment or Secondment of FAO Associate Professional Officers to the CGIAR.

Recently Koen Geerts (Head of Administration) went on a mission to Belgium and the

FAO. He met in Belgium with Mr. D'HAYERE and in Rome with Mr. MARTINEZ (Division

of Associate Experts).

The information he obtained is that:
The FAO Director General has given strict instructions to the FAO that Associate Experts

(now called: Associate Professional Officers) could only be posted in programmes which

are directly executed by the FAO, thereby excluding secondment to the CGIAR system.

The reason for this seems to be a complaint from Columbian authorities to Dr. Saouma

that the FAO was requesting the approval of secondment of three APO's to CIAT, where

they had been refused a few weeks earlier a request for APO's for their national

programmes. This then resulted in the decision of Dr. Saouma. Geerts has discussed

this with the Belgians who indicated that they could change their procedures by paying

the cost of the APO's directly to the concerned Centres rather than through the FAO.

But what about the other countries who are financing APO's?

Would it be possible for the Secretariat to investigate this matter with potential Donors

and to inform the Centres how to handle this subject?

With best personal regards,

P. J. B umby

Dir c tr9 neral

KG/ab

P. 0. Box 5689 Cable ILCAF/Addis Ababa - Tel. 18 - 32 - 15

Telex ILCA ADDIS 21207



May 1, 1985

Dr. Dieter F. R. Bommer
Assistant Director General
Agriculture Department
Food & Agriculture Organization of the UN
Via dells Terms di Caracalla
Rome 00100
Italy

Dear Dieter:

I have read the exchange of letters between Dr. Kahre and yourself
concerning the management of the IBPGR during the period while the external
review recommendations are being considered by the CGIAR. While I agree that
maintaining morals and keeping the program in operation is the responsibility
of the board and the executive secretary, that task is clearly made more
difficult if all the staff of the secretariat are facing unemployment at the
end of the year.

I am also sure that if any change is made, the members of the Group
would move with deliberation and not in haste, and particularly not in such a
way as to leave the FAD with an unexpected charge on its budget.

Is there some form of assurance that the FAO would need from the
Group or the donors in order to permit a return to a more normal procedure
while the issues are being resolved? That resolution is not likely to occur
until well into 1986 as things are now moving, so some action will need to be
taken whatever the outcome.

Unless something needs to be done earlier, I suggest that we
discuss this at the co-sponsors meeting in Tokyo and consult with donors
there are necessary.

Sincerely yours,

S. Shahid Husain
Chairman

c.c. Dr. Kahre, Dr. Williams

OFFICIAL PILE COPY



To: Mr. S. Shahid Husain

From. Curtis Farrar

Date: April 30, 1985

Subject: IBPGR - Future Funding

I am sending herewith a proposed letter from you to Bommer in
connection with an exchange of correspondence between Kahre and Bommer on the
issue of morale in the IBPGR secretariat. Kahre wrote to complain about poor

morale caused by FAO terminating all the secretariat employees as of the end
of 1985, and Bommer replied that it was all the IBPGR's fault. The chemistry
between these two seems to be bad enough to prevent serious attention to
common operational problems.

The issue seems to be that the FAO, not being sure that CGIAR funds

will be contributed to the trust fund for the IBPGR in 1986, has moved to

protect itself against loss by extending annual contracts for IBPGR staff
only until the money presently in hand runs out. This has had a serious
impact on the staff, and the better ones will probably be looking for jobs.

Copies of both letters were sent to you, and Kabre suggests that
the CGIAR might be able to help. I suppose that he has in mind some
indication that funds will not be cut off abruptly leaving the FAO holding

the bag.

The letter I have drafted asks Bommer whether some sort of
assurance about the availability of funds in 1986 is needed by the FAO from

the Group, and if so requests him to be prepared to discuss it in Tokyo.

There will have to be an accomodation of some kind, since no decisions can be
made and implemented within this year in any case. It will have to be
carefully done if donors are involved, since many of them have difficulty
making binding forward commitments.

If you prefer, I could handle this by telephone in the first

instance.

Attachments

CFarrar/ms/CF9 D2/G12

OFFIIAL PILE COPY
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CENTRO INTERNACIONAL DE MEJORAMIENTO DE MAIZ Y TRIGO

INTERNATIONAL MAIZE AND WHEAT IMPROVEMENT CENTER
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April 16, 1985
Ref.: RDO.796.85

TO : C. Farrar

FROM : R.D. Osle 4 -

Curt, thank you for your note dated April 4 in which youcommented on your meeting with Mr. Bonte-Friedheim, Director ofthe Agricultural Operations Division of FAO.

I shall circulate a copy to our directing staff in orderthat they will be aware of his interest and your suggestion ofthe need to develop a mutual confidence and an ability to worktogether.



marcb h9, 1995

Dr. Abdel Rahim Raghin Shehata
38 ?hobyel -Dies Abul 7-e Str.
rekt, Cairo
Esypt

Dar Dr. Shehatas

Dr. Dieter Pmer, Assistant Directinr Oenral of the rAO, ha
adst,.d we that tgypt has been eleeted to serve as a fixed term member of
the Conultatve (,rowp on imternattlonl Agricultura1 Rsearch (MTAR), afd
that you have been iwluated to represent stypt.

Wale.. to the CCIAR. I a cenfident that you will enjoy your
asesociation with the ?C1A? aid will find the work stimulating aid
ebaiiesgis&.

The CM!AR is a swteesaful aid dyarqc instituto", and one of the
moot effective istruweata for agritultural developmewt that haS beau
deviced by the internatiowal co.mmimtv of natioac. fNe of the reosons for
it sueca Is s Itefortality and the excellant peronoal relationships
that eviast between those who partlcipate In the system. t Am sure you vfii
quickly get to know us and will soon 1e able to participate actively in the
work of the Group.

The Croup meets twice a year. The mat aunual eating is in
Iovemher, usally but "at always in Vashatgton. The m14-year meeting is i
Kay or June, usually but not always outside laahingtor. The next meeting
of the roup will he in Tokyo from J%e 16-12, just after the 25th
birthday telebrations of the Tateruational Rica Research tUatitute (ftW!)
in the Philippines. I hope you will participate in both events. Details
of the meeting, fclufing sn agenda, etc., will he aeat to you nearer the
time.

I look forward to working with you.

vith warm regards,

S. ShaMd !tuaata
Chairwm, CC!AR

PC/d, pg2 0
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N$sreh 19, 1985

Dr. vo Jose Vieste do Carvalho Cardoso
Director
?.atcato Agron"uaes ractonal
9.1st. 1Do Marquws, 278(0 Otiras
Portugal

Dar D*. Cardoeot

1t. Dieter Romeor, Asoistaut Director Geeral of the ?AO, has

advised as that Portugal has bee. Olectod to serve ** a fized tare uMsuer

of the Covsultative Group on International Agricultural Pe..ereh (CGIAR),
sad that yow have been noniasted to represuvt Portugal

4#elcone to the CtAF. I an confident that you will eajoy your
00societion with the CC!AR aad ill fiu the work stisuStiSt end
challongtag.

The ;IAR i a Swocessful ane dysasie iustituttou, end one of the
meat effeetive instrwmwte for awrIculturai development that has been
dawited by the interratieal comauty of nations. Noe of the reasose for

its success is it* informaity and the excellent persmoal relationships
that *xist between thee who participate in the systes. I as sure you will

quickly get to know us awE will soop le able to participate aetively in the
work of the Group.

14he Eroup "eets twice a yeer. The sn atumal meeting to i
noveuber, usually but not always to Vashington. The dd-year seeting is in

"ay or June, usually but sot always outside Tashegteu. The neat Msetig
of the Croup will be in Tokyo from June 10-12, just after the 25th

birthday celebrations of the International IRice Rtesireh Tnstitute (TXRT)

i1 the Pilippives. I hope you will participate in both eveUts. Details

of the meeting, includiag a. ageuda, etc., will be seAt to you nearer the

tins.

I look forward to working with you.

With ware regard.,

s. Shahid Fusaut
Chairma, MCTAr

PC/dE, pg2O
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Dr. Praphes Weerajpat
Wiea 9e0earth Institute
vepartzoat of Agriculture
Ninlstry of Agriculture and
Cooperatiwea

flangkdk, Thailand

Neat Dr. Weerapats

Dr. ieter Ronwer, Aaistart Director Cwnral of the yAD, has
advised me that Thailand baa been electod to serve as a fivod tetr simber
of the Consultative Croup on latornatimal Arieultural gesearch (CPIAP),
and that you have beeSt noinsted to represent Taialland.

Wlcou to the C"tAR. I s cmtfident that ye will enjoy your
assectation with the CIAR ad will find the work atimUlating and
challeuving.

The CCA? is a ouccessful and dynamic institutimo, and one of the
most effective itstrumonte for agricultnral developisnt that has been
devised by the iutsrnational commuwity of nations. Ome of the reason for
its suceass is its Informality and the etrellent personal relationships
that exiet between those who participare in the system. I as sure you will
quickly get to kw tis and will soon be able to vartetipete actively I, the
work of the Croisp.

The 1rowp meets twice a year. The twin a.nmual meeting is in
WTvoenber, usually hut not always in "Iashington. The *id-year meeting is in
May or June, usually but aet alwvas outside Iashigton. The "ert meeting
of the Croup will be in Tokyo from June 10-12, just after the 2Ith
tirthday celebrations of the International tUce Research Institute (ITRe)
in the bilippines. T hope you will partieipet. in both events. notails
of the meeting, including an agenda, etc., will be sent to o nearer the
tine.

I look forward to working with you.

With wars regards,

O. hSbIAd FuEiO
Chaireas, CC1AR

OFFICIAL FILE COPY
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Nr. %ea W'Diay.
c/o *-r. C.M. Lowrest
P Box 61
Conakry, Guine.

bear Dr. P'Diayat

Dr. Mieter ae*"er, Aesattant itrector Geaeral of the VAO, has
advised ne that Oviana has bee 0lcet*d to serve as a fivzd ter* mesber of
the COUeNItative lreaP On Internatieal Agricultural R...ereh (CMIAR), a0
that ye1 haVe hees rm Inated to represeot Guinea.

Ve*14m0 to the CIAR. I am Ceafideut that ye will esjov yoarasseeatiw with the CGIAR and will ftI" the we*t stisulatiat andehalleugiog.

The tIAo 1 a aueovsful ae dysamiC imstitution, 1"d os, of the
most effective instrtwente for agricultural d*vYlop.Mnt that has Seen
devised by the international cevmuwity of nationm. One of the reesos, forits suecese to its informaltty e4d the excellent perenesl re1atienships
that exist betwees thee who participate ir the system. I an sure you willqickly get to .ov s and Wiii sAss be ale to participate actively to thework of the Zrovp.

The. reun meets twice a year. The oas aueal meeting is to
novenher, usually but not always In Vashingtos. The viE-year meeting is to?4ay or June, usually hat net always outside ;ashingto.. The next neetingof the nroup will be in Tokyo fro* June 10-12, just after the 25thbirthday ealaebration of the ?ternattonal lie* Peweareh Institute (TRh)in the Pilirpines. I hp* you vill participate is both eveuss. Detailaof the meetfig* includin# an agenda, etc., will be seat to you sater thetime.

I look forvard to worting with youe.

with warm regard.,

PC/du, pX20 S. Shehib 4URain
ChairusF, CFTA

OPPICIAL. PILE COPY
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January 8, 1985

Mr. S.A. Risopoulos
Senior Officer
Science and Technology
Research and Technology
Development Division

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

Via delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 Rome, Italy

Dear Mr. Risopoulos:

Mr. Husain has asked me to respond to your thoughtful letter of
December 18 about the frequency of meetings in the CGIAR. It is a pleasure
to be in touch after a long time. Your constructive suggestion is very
welcome. However, the weight and number of matters on the CGIAR agenda
make an early reduction in the number of meetings unlikely. The donors are
very anxious to complete work on the strategic considerations exercise and
the impact study. To do this, both TAC and the Group must meet frequently
in the coming months. Once that crunch is over, however, it may well be
possible to cut back on the number of meetings. In fact, this should be
one of the steps considered by the third review of the system, the timing
and scope of which are now being considered. One meeting every two years
might be a bit too infrequent for the system, given the turnover in donor
representatives and the need to provide them an opportunity to immerse
themselves in the system and thus learn about it quickly.

Thanks very much for making your suggestion. My colleagues and I
all hope that you are well and send you our very best wishes for 1985.

Sincerely yours,

Curtis Farrar
Executive Secretary

CF/dm, CF disk 14, File D2
cc: Office of S. Shahid Husain



FOOD AND ORGANISATION ORGANIZACION
AGRICULTURE DES NATIONS DE LAS NACIONES .

F ORGANIZATION UNIES POUR UNIDAS PARA J
OF THE L'ALIMENTATION LA AGRICULTURA

A UNITED NATIONS ET L'AGRICULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION ; \

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971

Ref.: SAS/mmd 18 December 1984

Dear sir,

I have been with the TAC Secretariat from 1978 to
1983, LastLy as Deputy Executive Secretary, and have
continued to foLLow the work of the CGIAR with great
interest. I feel considerabLe empathy with the tenor
of the speech you made at the Last Centres week.

The way to greater effectiveness in the support of

CGIAR donors to the system is barred by interconnected
issues which Look Like a combination Lock.

Among the unfortunate resuLts of the Last CGIAR
Review were the strengthening of both CGIAR Secretariat

and TAC (in the near permanent position of the Latter's
chairman) and greater frequencies of CGIAR and TAC
meetings. I doubt that any research system is improved

by increasing its overaLL administration weight, consid-

ering that, in the case of IARCs., they aLready have their

normaL compLement of management mechanisms such as
Board of Trustees, Programme Committee, internal reviews,

etc... These mechanisms, by their estabLishment and

use, refLect the international character of each centre.

The top management of the system shouLd therefore be

Light and seLective in its work. One wouLd submit that
one CGIAR/centres week meeting every two years wouLd go

some way in reducing administrative cost; the managers of

the IARCs wouLd spend Less time traveLLing to and from
meetings; aind substantive issues couLd be discussed in

Mr. Shahid Hussein
Chairman of the CGIAR
WorLd Bank
1818 G Street
Nr. Washington DC 20433
U.S.A.
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some depth. NaturalLy a bienniaL meeting wouLd Last
Longer than is presentLy the case for the two yearLy-ones,
and donor deLegations (not aLways impressive in the
past) wouLd have to incLude some reputabLe scientists.

The above changes wouLd in turn hopefuLLy Lead to
bienniaL pLedges by donors, thereby ensuring greater fin-
anciaL stabiLity and easing out research pLanning and
budget controL.

ALL in aLL, a Leaf couLd be taken from UN organizations:
their major Governing Bodies (the conference in the case
of FAO) generaLLy meet every two years and pLedges are made

on a bienniaL basis. Important Member States stiLL consider
it usefuL to send Large size deLegations to a conference
which Lasts about a month. If this can be done for the
poLiticaL/technicaL side of agricuLture and deveLopment,
why not for the more scientific one.

In between the bienniaL CGIAR meetings, smaLLer con-
ferences couLd take pLace, possibLy of a regionaL or common-
probLem nature, in one or the other continent.

TAC wouLd meet once a year instead of three times a

year and every other year its meeting wiLL precede the CG
one in Washington. Here again fewer meetings of Longer
duration wiLL economize the vaLuabLe time of high-LeveL
scientists and give them the opportunity to prepare seriousLy
for each meeting.

The notches in the combination Lock wouLd be: stabiLity

of funding, time Lost in traveL for CG administrators and
managers, quaLity meetings, possibiLities of regionaL coLLab-

orations between centres and between donors, and active
invoLvement of donors and recipient countries in the discussion

of region-wide issues. The probLem is to press on the notches
of the combination Lock in the right sequence.

TruLy yours,

S. . isopouLos
Senior Officer
Science and TechnoLogy
Research and TechnoLogy DeveLopment

Division
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With the Compliments

of

Peer J. Dieleman
Coordinator

InternosIonal Support Programme
for Form Water Managem, t

Land and Water Development Livialon

FOOD AND AGRICUL TURE ORGANIZA TION
OF THE UNITED NA TIONS

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 - Rome, Italy
Cables: FOODAGRIROME Telex: 610181 FAO I

Telephone: 579 71



December 1984

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT PROGRAMME FOR
r v

IRRIGATION WATER MANAGEMENT

The Programme was actively involved in the organization of two international meetings in
the second half of 1984 and this Information Note is devoted to a report on them. The
first was the Expert Consultation on Irrigation Water Management, Indonesia and the second
was the Workshop on Small-scale Swamp Development, Sierra Leone.

THE EXPERT CONSULTATION ON IRRIGATION WATER MANAGEMENT - YOGJAKARTA AND BALI,
INDONESIA, 16-22 JULY 1984

THE MEETING sions, and field visits to four irrigation
systems in Central Java and to three Subak

The Consultation was hosted by the Govern- systems in Bali. The discussions focussed
ment of Indonesia and sponsored jointly by on experiences gained in farmer mobiliza-
FAO and USAID. It brought together some 65 tion, participation and organization, and
administrators and specialists in water the lessons learned in seven case studies

management from 15 countries, primarily from five Asian countries:
from the Asian Region, but including some
from Africa and from international and Case I - Water Users' Associations in
donor agencies. They came to examine cur- Indonesia, by Budiman Notoat-

rent efforts to improve irrigation water modjo
management through increased farmer par-
ticipation. More specifically, the meeting Case II - Analysis of Technical Con-

provided an opportunity to: straints Influencing Farmers'
Participation in Water Manage-

- learn, through the examination of spe- ment at the Tertiary Level in

cific cases from five countries, how Indonesia, by Suprodjo Pusposu-

farmer participation can contribute tardjo, Harsono and Muchjidin
toward improved water management in Mawardi

agency-operated as well as in community-
operated, irrigation systems; Case III - Farmers' Involvement in Irri-

gation Development in the

- identify the common elements of success- Philippines, by Benjamin U.

ful approaches to promoting greater Bagadion

farmer participation as well as the
factors which enhance or hinder efforts Case IV - Involvement of Farmers in Water

to broaden farmer participation in irri- Management in Gal Oya, Sri

gation; Lanka, by C.M. Wijayaratna

- specify the roles that national and Case V - Involvement of Farmers in Water

local institutions need to play in im- Management: Alternative Ap-

proving water management; proach at Minipe, Sri Lanka, by
N.G.R. de Silva

- identify the forms of external assis-
tance which would be required to support Case VI - China's Responsibility System
national and rural initiatives; and and Farmer Participation in

Water Management: The Example

- formulate specific guidelines and re- of Yucheng County, Shandong, by
commendations addressed to national gov- Ren Hongzun and James E. Nickum

ernments, international organizations
and donor agencies for the promotion of Case VII - Farmers' Associations in the

effective management of irrigation wa- Pochampad Irrigation Project,

ter. India, by K.K. Singh

DISCUSSION FOCUS During the last day of the Consultation,
the participants dealt with action that

The Meeting's programme consisted of a government agencies could take to promote

number of plenary and small group discus- farmer involvement in water management, and

w/R 2407



to increase their capacity to deal ade- including support for the use of
quately with participatory approaches. They change agents;
also exchanged views on what external donor - promotion and strengthening of water
agencies and international organizations users' organizations;
could do to support government programmes. - provision of training for farmers and

agency personnel;
KEY ISSUES AND LESSONS LEARNED - provision of technical assistance and

inputs for farmers.
Participation

Impact of Farmer Participation
The reason for promoting farmer par-
ticipation stems from the realization that The following impacts were identified:
government, given its limited resources,
cannot provide for the needs of rural - increased crop production due to ex-
people indefinitely. The public sector will pansion of irrigated areas and greater
not be able to sustain the rates of expan- cropping intensity;
sion in coverage and scope which have been
achieved in past years. Given current eco- - improved relations and a reduction in
nomic conditions, irrigation agencies in conflict between government officers
many developing countries are finding it is and farmers, and among farmers;
increasingly difficult to continue expand-
ing irrigated acreage and to accept the - increased collection of loan amorti-
associated responsibilities for system zations and contributions of labour
management. The emerging view is that the and materials from the community;
farmers themselves should be regarded as
the prime actors in irrigation development. - improved water distribution and agri-

cultural management;
Farmer participation implies a significant
role for water users in decision making, a - willingness of farmers to accept re-
role that goes beyond mere consultation. To sponsibility for system operation and
that end, the water users need to evolve maintenance;
appropriate forms of local organizations.
Participation is considered most effective - improved system design and construc-
when it takes place from the initial stages tion.
of project development, including the
stages of planning and design. The Meeting Thus the benefits derived from promoting
recognized that there are situations where farmer participation go beyond the immedi-
farmer involvement may not be possible or ate interests of both farmers and agency
practical, for instance where there are officials. The impacts not only cover the
frequent conflicts between different groups concerns for improved water management but
of farmers. also address the broader, more critical

need for harnessing the full potential of
The Roles of Farmers and Government rural communities and for building local
Agencies capacities for self-reliant and self-

sustaining development.
These were defined and listed and, for the
farmers, they include: Situations which are Conducive to Farmer
- participation in decision making on Participation

matters where farmers have recognized
competence, or a direct interest; There are some situations which are more- provision of labour for construction; conducive to farmer participation than

- securing rights of way; others. Those attending considered that- assistance in planning the system participation is most likely to be useful
operation schedule; and effective where the system needs im-- participation in the system mainte- provement, where new systems are to be
nance; constructed in areas that already have a- assistance in fee collection; farming community, where problems of poor

- assistance in monitoring of system management and inequitable water distribu-
operation. tion are particularly prominent at lower

levels of the system, or where group action
Government roles were seen to include is necessary to secure a water supply.
specifically: Furthermore, the mobilization and organ-

ization of farmers is easier to accomplish
- facilitation of farmer participation where groups are relatively small and homo-
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geneous, where farmers share a common inte- RECOMMENDATIONS
rest and need, where there are clear and
common incentives for farmers to become in- Based on an analysis of the conditions and
volved, and where the benefits to govern- factors listed above, the participants
ments are also clear and substantial. formulated a number of recommendations to

both government agencies and donor institu-
tions. The latter include multi and bilat-

Elements of Successful Efforts to Promote eral development and funding institutions,
Farmer Participation private foundations and international or-

ganizations.
On the basis of the case studies, the fol-
lowing elements were considered important to Government Agencies:
to success: high level government commit-
ment to the principle of farmer participa- - Governments should take steps to en-
tion; the use of catalysts or community sure the commitment of agencies and
organizers; a clear incentive for farmer agency personnel to farmers' partici-
participation; the close integration of pation.
technical and institutional activities; a
multidisciplinary approach; and the learn- - The irrigation agency should undergo a
ing process approach. To enhance these process of building its own internal
efforts there should be dynamic and capacity to promote and sustain farmer
inventive leadership, external technical participation actively. This process
assistance, flexible funding, a receptive requires the establishment of pilot
community and a clear policy of system projects to experiment with alterna-
ownership by farmers. tive approaches for involving farmers.

Also, the formulation of a multidisci-
Factors Constraining Efforts to Promote plinary working group composed of com-
Farmer Participation mitted individuals within the agency,

supported by specialists from external
These include: institutions. Finally, it requires a

review and revision of government
- traditional bureaucratic patterns and policies or laws, as well as agency

attitudes of government agencies, procedures or regulations, in order to
associated with resistance to change; ensure that they are consistent with

the participatory thrust, and to en-
- limited time available for social able water users' associations to have

preparation and organization of the a legal standing.
water users' associations;

- The coordination of government agen-
- a preoccupation with physical struc- cies involved in irrigation develop-

tures rather than with system perform- ment should be improved.
ance;

- Programmes and courses to orient and
- organizational structures and systems train agency personnel in the applica-

that are not responsive to farmers' tion of the participatory strategy
needs; should be held at all levels of the

organization. Farmers should also
- frequent transfers of government offi- undergo training to develop the spe-

cers; cial skills required for their effec-
tive involvement in system construc-

- dependence on a few key individuals; tion and management. The design and
conduct of training programmes should,

- rapid turn over of community organ- as far as possible, also be managed in
izers; a participatory manner.

- lack of knowledge and skills to imple- to Donor Institutions:
ment programmes for farmer involve-
ment; Financial and technical assistance from

donor institutions is considered an impor-
- site specific social and geographic tant element in national programmes to

impediments such as those associated increase farmer participation. Donor assis-
with land tenure patterns and cul- tance can be of particular value in build-
tural differences between ethnic ing up an agency's capacity to undertake
groups. the participatory approach. In this context
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it was recommended that donor agencies: - encourage the establishment of nation-

al policies that support active farmer

- provide support within a framework of involvement in irrigation development;

promoting an integrated approach to

irrigation development; - examine and pursue increased consulta-

tion and collaborative efforts among

- be willing to provide long-term sup- donors;

port for national programmes which

develop participatory capacities and - allow for flexibility in funding ar-

skills in irrigation agencies; rangements, in programming procedures

and in project implementation sched-

- support the dissemination of infor- ules;

mation and the transfer of experience

between countries; - simplify approval procedures and at-
tempt to reduce the time required for

- promote effective cooperation among processing the requests for assis-

national agencies and among research- tance.

ers and practitioners involved in

irrigation development;

WORKSHOP ON SMALL-SCALE SWAMP DEVELOPMENT, FREETOWN,
SIERRA LEONE, 26-30 NOVEMBER 1984

The Workshop was organized primarily for divided into small working groups to dis-

the five anglophone West African countries cuss in depth the following six subjects:

- Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria and

Sierra Leone. Participants also came from - Swamp development for rice: Policy

Senegal and two from Uganda. In addition, issues

there -were about 20 special participants, - Inland valley swamps development:

from institutes and organizations interest- technical aspects

ed in the subject matter including IFAD, - Social and related issues in swamp

IITA and WARDA. There were also about 20 development

national observers selected by the Govern- - The role of farmers' organizations and

ment of Sierra Leone. local NGOs
- The roles of governments, international

In addition to country papers, six consult- donors (bilateral and multilateral) and

ants' papers were presented, covering the international NGOs

following subjects: - Manpower and training requirements.

- Small-scale swamp development - One day was then spent on a field trip

Approaches to swamp development visiting swamps under various stages of

development. On the final day, the reports

- The role of farmer organizations in of the working groups and the draft conclu-

small-scale swamp development sions and recommendations of the Workshop
were discussed in plenary. The Workshop

- The role of women in swamp rice devel- report is now in preparation and is ex-

opment in West Africa 
pected to be ready early in 1985.

- Constraints in inland valley swamp
development

- The integration of swamp rice culti-

vation within small-holder farming

systems: a Sierra Leone case study Further information can-be obtained from:

The International Support Programme for

- Impact on health of the development of Irrigation Water Management

swamp rice projects in West Africa. Land and Water Development Division

FAO

After presentation of the papers and 00100 Rome, Italy

general discussion in plenary, the Workshop



FOOD AND ORGANISATION URGANIZACION
AGRICULTURE DES NATIONS DE LAS NACIONES
ORGANIZATION UNIES POUR UNIDAS PARA Exkf3
OF THE L'ALIMENTATION LA AGRICULTURA
UNITED NATIONS ET LAGRICULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION ;& \

Via defle Terme d Caracalla. 00100 Rome, Italy Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: S10181 FAO I Telep ons: 57971

Ref.: G/X/COAG-701(b)
23 November 1984

Invitation to the Eighth Session of the C
Committee on Agriculture

Rome, 18 - 27 March 1985

Reply requested by 31 January 1985

The Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations has the honour to extend an invitation to observers to attend the Eighth Session
of the Committee on Agriculture which will be held at FAO Headquarters in Rome from
18 to 27 March 1985. The opening meeting will begin at 09.30 hours on Monday 18 March.

This Session is being convened in accordance with Article V-6 of the FAO
Constitution, and is open to members of the Committee and to observers.

The Session will be conducted in Arabic, Chinese, English, French and Spanish.

... The Provisional Annotated Agenda and Proposed Timetable are enclosed. Further
documents will be forwarded as soon as-available.

The Director-General would appreciate receiving by 31 January 1985 the names,
official titles and addresses of the observers designated to attend.

Since visas for entry into Italy are not issued on arrival, participants
requiring visas should be advised to obtain them in advance.

/The Executive Secretary

Consultative Group on

International Agricultural Research

1818 H Street
N.W. Washington DC 20433
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



FFOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION COAG/8 5/1
OF THE UNITED NATIONS October 1984

ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES POUR
47 ? L'ALIMENTATION ET L'AGRICULTURE

ORGANIZACION DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS
PARA LA AGRICULTURA Y LA ALIMENTACION

COMMITIEE ON AGRICULTURE

Eighth Session

pame, 18-27 March 1985

ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen

2. Adoption of Agenda

REVIEW OF FAQ'S PROGPAMME OF WORK IN THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

3. Implementation of the Programme of Work 1984-85

The Committee on Agriculture, in line with its expanded terms of reference, is to

review the implementation of the biennial Programme of Work of the Organization within

its field of competence (Rule XXXII.6(c)).

The background document will deal with activities implemented during the three

years 1982-84 under Major Programme 2.1 Agriculture, covering the work of the

Agriculture and Economic and Social Policy Departments. The presentation will comprise

a short statement of objectives, a review of progress and achievements programme by

programme and will identify issues for consideration which are common to several or all

of the prorammes.

4. Medium- and Long-Term Outlook for Food and Agricultural Developnent

The Committee on Agriculture shall advise the Council on the overall medium- and

long-term programme of work of the Organization in the field of food and agriculture

with emphasis on the integration of all social, technical, economic, institutional and

structural aspects related to agricultural and rural developnent in general (Rule

XXXII.6(b)).

The background document will provide a short review of long-term goals and

strategies for agricultural development, followed by a presentation of the medium-

term outlook for the eight programmes of Major Programme 2.1 Agriculture. Within each

programme it will provide an indication of priority action quantified to the degree

feasible and related to the various sub-programmes. It is expected to form the basis

for the Committee to appraise the proposals in the Sunary Programme of Work and Budget

for the 1986-87 biennium.

W/M 7323
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5. Sutnary Programe of Work and Budget 1986-87

The Committee on Agriculture, in line with the expanded terms of reference endorsed

by the Eighteenth Session of the Conference (November 1975), is to review the biennial

programmes of work of the Organization, within its field of competence, with emphasis on

the integration of all social, technical, economic, institutional and structural aspects

related to agricultural and rural development in general (Rule XXXII.6(c)).

The background paper will be an extract of the Director-General's Summary Programme

of Work and Budget to be submitted to the 87th Session of the Council (June 1985). It

will deal with the priorities and proposed programme increases for Major Programme 2.1

Agriculture, covering the Agricultural and Economic and Social Policy Departments.

The Council at its 66th Session (June 1975) agreed that in considering the Sumary

Programme of Work and Budget, the Committee should continue to focus on the 
general lines

of work and the broad aspects of agricultural development rather than on a comprehensive

review of the various specific activities.

FOOD AND NUTRITION

6. The Role of Minor Crops in Nutrition and Food Security

Minor crops provide essential nutrients for the diet, especially for vulnerable

groups, and make an important contribution to the stability of food supplies at the

household level. Among poor people they can provide significant amounts of food

supplies, especially during pre-harvest seasonal shortages and droughts. The non-staple

crops have been neglected by policy makers and research and extension workers 
but have

potential if rationally developed within a food security framework. The paper proposes

means for their development in terms of required agricultural strategies, improved pro-

cessing and handling, and the requirements for training and education.

SELECTED DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS

7. Processing of Food and Non-Food Agricultural Products

The document will give an overall account of agricultural processing in developing

countries and of related FAO activities. It will emphasize the key importance of this

sector both for agricultural development and for industrialization, particularly in rural

areas.

A brief review will be made of experiences with large and small-scale projects and

the factors which have chiefly led to their success or, on occasion, their failure. An

asessment of perspectives and opportunities for agro-based industries in developing

countries will be concluded by consideration of FAO's future role in this multi-

disciplinary field as seen by the Director-General.

8. Agricultural Price Policies

The background document is a substantive progress report on the study of food and

agricultural price policies being undertaken by the Director-General. 
Quantitative

analysis of a special assembly of data for almost 40 developing countries on price

behaviour is followed by a review of major issues and options open to Governments in 
the

formulation and implementation of price policies, including implications of developed

countries' policies for the international framework of national price policies. The role

of FAO in assisting governments in the field of price policy and price information is

outlined. After revision and expansion to take account of the views of the Comnittee and

of work still in hand, the document will be presented to the next 
Session of the

Conference.

9. International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides

The draft Code has been prepared at the request of the Second Government

Consultation on International Harmonization of Pesticide Registration Requirements (Prme,

15-18 October 1982), endorsed by the 83rd Session of the FAO Council (June, 1983), in
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consultation with UN and other international organizations concerned. It incorporates

the comments of Member Nations, consolidated at the national level and submitted to FAO.

The basic objective of this coprehensive Code is to identify potential hazards in the

manufacture, distribution and use of pesticides and the respective responsibilities of

governments, the pesticide industry, traders and users for the prootion of safe and

effective practices.

The Code also refers to internationally acepted guidelines on testing, regulation,

registration, quality control, labelling, packaging and disposal which provide adequate

guidance for all countries to install effective controls. The Code seeks the full

support of governments and industry in order to reduce the possibility of adverse effects

to the maximum extent possible, and it is hoped that it will be adopted by the govern-

ments of all countries which import or export pesticides in order to increase public

confidence in the measures designed to protect human health and the environment.

The Code is a highly technical document which has received detailed attention by

experts throughout the world and already includes a consensus of the conments submitted

by Member Nations.

OTHER MATTERS

10. Other Business

11. Date and Place of Next Session

REPORT

12. Adoption of the Report
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ORGANIZACION DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS
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Item 2 of the
Provisional
Agenda

COMMITIEE ON AGRICULTURE

Eighth Session

Rome, 18-27 March 1985, Green Roan

PROPOSED TIMETABLE

Agenda
Time Item Title Document

MONDAY, 18 MARCH

09.30 1 Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen

2 Adoption of the Agenda CQAG/85/1,2

3 Implementation of the Programme of Work 1984-85 COAG/85/3

14.30 3 Implementation of the Programme of Work 1984-85 COAG/85/3
(concluded)

TUESDAY, 19 MARCH

09.30 4 Medium and Long-Term Outlook for Food and COAG/85/4
Agricultural Development, and

5 Summary Programme of Work and Budget 1986-87 COAG/85/5

14.30 4 Medium and Long-Term Outlook for Food and COAG/85/4
Agricultural Development, and

5 Summary Programme of Work and Budget 1986-87 COAG/85/5

WEDNESDAY, 20 MARCH

09.30 4 Medium and Long-Term Outlook for Food and COAG/85/4
Agricultural Developnent, and

5 Summary Programme of Work and Budget 1986-87 0CAG/85/5
(concluded)

14.30 6 The Role of Minor Crops in Nutrition and Food CQAG/85/6
Security

W/M 7924
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Agenda
Time Item Title Document

'4

THURSDAY, 21 MARCH

09.30 6 The Role of Minor Crops in Nutrition and Food COAG/85/6
Security (concluded)

14.30 7 Processing of Food and Non-Food Agricultural COAG/85/7
Products

FRIDAY, 22 MARCH

09.30 7 Processing of Food and Non-Food Agricultural COAG/85/7
Products (concluded)

14.30 8 Agricultural Price Policies COAG/85/8

MONDAY, 25 MARCH

09.30 8 Agricultural Price Policies COAG/85/8

14.30 8 Agricultural Price Policies (concluded) CQAG/85/8

TUESDAY, 26 MARCH

09.30 9 International Code of Conduct on the Distribution COAG/85/9
and Use of Pesticides

14.30 10 Other Business

11 Date and Place of Next Session

WEDNESDAY, 27 MARCH

09.30 12 Adoption of the Report

14.30 12 Adoption of the Report (concluded)
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Rome OO1(ou, Italy
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Senior Prograrie Qfticer
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The Director-General

ADG-DG 84/ 1365 Rome 1 CT 1984

Dear Mr. Husain,

Thank you for your letter of 29 June which has been awaiting
consideration during my prolonged duty travel in the last few
weeks to FAO Regional Conferences and other meetings.

I appreciate your kind sentiments about the CGIAR meeting on
23 May and in particular your reflections on the camnents I made
in my opening address to the meeting.

I am particularly pleased to learn that the CGIAR will be

intensifying its African progranmes. In this connection, I have
of course read with great interest the Bank Report on Africa,
which is deservedly now obtaining a lot of attention.

I would certainly welcame close cooperation with the Bank
and with the CGIAR concerning Africa's problans and the role
therein of the CGIAR.

I look forward very much to seeing you again in Rime in the

not too distant future.

Yours sincerely,

Ed ar d aoa

Mr. S. Shahid Husain
Chairman, Consultative Group

on International Agricultural
Research

1818 H St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20433
U.S.A.

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100-ROME Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971
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LEUVEN .
Faculty of Agricultural Sciences Dr. Donald L. Plucknett
Irrigation Engineering92
Kardinaal Mercierlaan 92 Sinii die

B-3030 LEUVEN (Heverlee) C.G.I.A.R.

Belgium 1818 H St., N.W.
Washington DC 20433

tel: 016-22 09 31 U.S.A.
telex: 257 15 kulbib b.

Heverlee, October 4, 1984

,our Reference

Our Reference

Dear Don,

Thank you for your kind letter of September 26. I very much enjoyed

our cooperation during my years with FAO and I hope that there will

be opportunities to work together, also in my new position.

I have now been entrusted with lectures on soil geography and

tropical soils at the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences of the

Catholic University of Louvain. This will enable me to pursue the

technical aspects of my earlier work.

The WB invited me to participate and to make a presentation,
together with Graham Higgins, at their fifth Agricultural Sector
Symposium, on January 7 and 8, 1985. Should you be in Washington at
that time I should appreciate having a short visit with you.

Looking forward to keeping in touch.

Sincerely yours,

R. DU AL

Associate Professor
Soil Geography and Soihsof

the Tropics
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Dr. syle C. Aray
Devlos support sureau
Aemcy for utermatloual Deelopmaat
Departmut Of State
Vahtntes, D.C. 20523

Dear lyle;

Curt to me of your laterost it the cost*s' reopeas"e
to the FAO latermatlemal Germplam UndertakftS. mare are the
letters that I have on hed. I usierstand Ifl aso respeaded,
but I 4..'t bave a copy of that letter.

siacerely ye*r,

Domld 1.. PlsAknott
ScteetifIe Adviser

DLPluckoatt:n"u
File: D2/
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THE WORL D HANK INT HNATIONA[ INAN(J I(RPOHAT ION

OFFICE MEMORANDUM
)A If September 11, 1984

TO Mr. Herbert Langer, L04D2, 15-107

FROM Hennie Deboeck-De ZuttwiGR

EXTENSION 48025

SUBJE(T Transfer of Funds from CGIAR Review Fund
to Special Activities Account

1. We would appreciate your transferring US$21,825 from the Review
Fund to the Special Activities Account.

2. The amount of $16,825 is earmarked for the Financial Studies
category, while the balance, $5,000, is for Participation.

3. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

cc: Mr. G. Whiticker, LOAD2

HDeboeck-De Zutter:evl/File D2
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THE WORLD BANK/INTERNATIONAL FINANCE CORPORATION

OFFICE MEMORANDUM
DATE July 3, 1984

TO Mr. George Whiticker, LOAD2 15-222

FROM Hennie Deboeck-De Zutter CGR K1055

EXTENSION 48025

SUBJECT Contribution to FAO

1. We would appreciate your forwarding $6,333 to the Food

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for expenditures

they are incurring in relation to "LDC Representation in the CGIAR

Meetings".

2. $1,303 (equivalent of Gulden 4,000) was contributed by

the Netherlands for participation. The balance, $5,030, should

be charged against contributions from the Review Fund.

3. Please send a check, by FAO pouch, to:

Dr. Dieter Bommer

Assistant Director General

Agriculture Department

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations

Via delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome 00100, Italy.

4. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

HDeboeck-De Zutter:evl/Files D-2/B



JuLy 3, 1984

Mr. Louis Caudron
Chef du Departement Recherche

en Cooperation
Ministere de La Recherche

et d L'Industrie
1, rue Descartes
75005 Paris, France

Dear Mr. Caudron:

During my recent visit to France, and again in Rome, we discussed the
possible uses of the balance remaining from the French contribution to the
fund for the Second Review of the CGIAR. After settlement of the accounts
for this review, the sum of $5,030 remains from the original French
contribution. As you instructed me, this balance has now been transferred to
the' FAO trust fund for the payment of travel costs for fixed-term
representatives chosen to represent developing countries in the CGIAR by the
regional conferences of the FAO.

Let me express the appreciation of the Group for the continued support
of the French Government.

Best personal regards,

SincereLy yours,

Curtis Farrar
Executive Secretary

cc: Dr. M. Zehni, FAO

Cfarrar:evL/File D2 /i
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FOOD AND ORGANISATION ORGANIZACION
AGRICULTURE DES NATIONS DE LAS NACIONES -
ORGANIZATION UNIES POUR UNIDAS PARA
OF THE LALIMENTATION LA AGRICULTURA

4t kl A UNITED NATIONS ET L'AGRICULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION ;

Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome. Italy Cables: FOODAGRI ROME Telex: 610181 FAO I Telephone: 57971

Ref.: Rome ,/

After 29 years of service with FAO I will be retiring
from the Organization at the end of July 1984. I wiZZ be

joining my Alma Mater in Leuven, Belgium, where I have been

entrusted by the Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, with
lectures on soils in the tropics, soil geography and land use.

I should like to take this opportunity to thank you for
the close cooperation we have had over the years. I hope that
my new duties will afford further opportunities for collaboration
and for keeping in touch with you.

Effective 1 August my mailing address will be:

c/o Faculty of Agricultural Sciences
K.U. Leuven
92 Kardinaal Mercierlaan
B-3030 Leuven
Belgium

I wish you every success in your activities and am

looking forward to meeting you again.

With best personal regards.

Yours sincerely,

R. Dudal



Dr. Dieter F.R. Bomer June S, 1984
Assistant Director-Cenerai
Agriculture Department
Food & Agriculture Organization of the U.N.

Via delle Terme di CarAcalla
Rome 00100
Italy

Dear Dietert

In the rush of the meeting - which I thought went very well - I failed

to mention to you one point on which I think you could be of help. As you
know, we are experimenting with the use of computer based messaging systems
in the CGIAR. To auske the experiment valid, we need a certain critical

mass of participation, and had counted on both the IIPGR and the TAC
Secretariat to help make up that mass. Since they are both located within

the srea of easy international coeunicatione, and located in the rAO which
has been in the forefront of using such communications, we thought this
would be easy to accomplish.

soth offices have the equipment they need to use the electronic mail
system, but neither hac so far been able to secure the necessary connection
to the ITALCAMLE system. I am not sure whether the delay is within the FA
or in the Italian Government. But since our experiment is nearing the end
of its first phase, I wonder if you could possibly ask one of Your
associates to look into the matter, and if it makes sense, hurry things
along a bit.

I apologise for seeking your intervention on a procedural matter, but
this is one case where important program substance does depend on the
relatively small matter of a connection to the international comaunication
system, So I hope that as usual you would come to the rescue.

Alex Von Der Osten and Trevor Williams should have the necessary
detailed information. If v" can provide anything further from here, please
let me know.

Many thanks for everything you and your organisation did for us in

Rome. We are wost grateful.

Sincerely yours,

Curtis Farrar
Zxecutive Secretary

cc: G.Lindsey OFFICIAL FILE COPY
S.Ozgediz



May 23, 1984

Dr. Shiro Okabe
Director
ESCAP CGPRT Centre
United Nations't. -
Jalan Merdeka 99
Bogor, Indonesia

Dear Dr. Okabe:

Thank you very much for inviting us to attend the Workshop on the
Future Potential of Cassava in Asia on June 5-8, 1984. The meeting is
of great interest to the CGIAR and should be very important to Asia in

planning cassava research in the region. We would like to attend, but
unfortunately the workshop occurs just after the May meeting of the
CGIAR in Rome and just before the TAC meeting in Ethiopia later in
June. Our staff time is completely committed to supporting these two
meetings, so we must regretfully decline your invitation.

We will be most interested in obtaining publications and documents

emanating from this meeting.

Best wishes for a most successful workshop.

Yours sincerely,

Curtis Farrar
Executive Secretary

DLPlucknett :ndm
File: D-2

OFFICIAL PIL CO"v



DECLASSIFIED

MAR 2 2 2016 CONFIDENTIAL

TO: Mr. curtis Farrar, OGR WBG ARCHIVES May 17, 1984

FROM: Donald L. Plucknett

SUBJECT: FAO "contribution" to IBPGR

At the National Plant Genetic Resources board tweting on May 10 at

USDA, Quentin Jones came up with a very interesting comnent. He said Dieter

Bommer told them (I assume the Btard of IBPGR) that FAO contributed 
about

$800,000 per annum to IBPGR, but that all but $280,000 
of this was from

interest earned on the IBPGR Trust Fund. Why should interest on CGIAR money

be considered as an FAO contribution? Also, could this interest be seen by

FAO as a source of funds to support the work of the Commission?

DLP:ndm/D9
Filet D2/G12
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May 17, 1984

Mr. George Whiticker, LOAD2 15-222
CC'

Peter Greening, CGR

48023

Contribution to FAO

1. We would appreciate your forwarding $10,000 to the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for expenditures
they are incurring in relation to "LDC Representation in the CGIAR
Rome Meeting". The payment should be debited to "unrestricted
contributions" in the CGIAR Special Activities Account and should
be done by check to be sent by FAO pouch to:

Dr. Dieter Bommer
Assistant Director General
Agriculture Department
Food and Agriculture Organization

of the of the United Nations
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome 00100, Italy.

2. Thank you for your assistance in thistmatter.
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May 17, 1984

Mr. D. C. McLean
Chief, Accounts Branch
Financial Services Division
Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 Rome, Italy

Dear Mr. McLean:

This is to inform you that we have today instructed the World Bank's
accounting department to arrange for the transfer of $225,000 to the Banca
Commerciale Italiana. This amount represents the first installment for 1984
of the World Bank's share towards the cost of the Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR).

Sincerely yours,

Hennie Deboeck-De Zutter
Financial Officer
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May 2, 1984

Dr. M. S. Swaminathan
c/o Aspen Institute
Wye Plantation
P. 0. Box 222
Queenstown, Maryland 21658

Dear Swami:

Shortly after you left I found my copy of the statement that Dieter
Bommer read to the TAC. He asked me not to distribute it because he is
going to use it again at the CGIAR in Rome.

You will note at the end of the first paragraph that he seems to sa 7
that the IARCs will be asked to adhere to the undertaking. This would, of
course, prevent the kind of reply you were suggesting, but you will see why
I have the impression that I mentioned to you.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Curtis Farrar
Executive Secretary

Attachment

Curti sFarrar:vbm
File D-2:Disk 9
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CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH

1818 H St., N.W. Washington, D.C. 20433 U.S.A.
Telephone (Area Code 202) 334-8021

Cable Address - INTBAFRAD

FROM:- The Secretariat CG/84/08
April 25, 1984

Consultative Group Meeting
Rome, May 23-25, 1984

Agenda Item 12

Attached is a copy of a paper entitled "International Undertaking
on Plant Genetic Resources." This paper is being circulated as background

material for discussion by the Group under Agenda Item 12 at the May 23-25
meeting of the Group in Rome.

Distribution:

CG Members
Center Board Chairmen
Center Directors
TAC Members
TAC Secretariat
TAC Chairman
IBPGR Board Members



[Extract from the Ruport of the 22nd Session of the FAO Conference]

(Rome, 5-23 November 1983)

Resolution 9/83

ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMISSION ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 1/

THE CONFERENCE,

Having adopted Resolution 8/83 "International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources"

which includes the text of the International Undertaking 
on Plant Genetic Resources

(hereinafter referred to as "the Undertaking") as an Annex to that Resolution, and

Having noted that Article 9.2 of "the Undertaking" states that FAO will establish an inter-

governmental body to monitor the operation of 
the arrangements referred to in Article 7 of

"the Undertaking" and take or recommend measures that are necessary or desirable to ensure

the comprehensiveness of the global system and the efficieacy of its operations in line

with "the Undertaking",

Requests the Council to establish at its next 
session a Commission on Plant Genetic Re-

sources in accordance with Article VI, paragraph 1, of the Constitution, open to all

Member Nations and Associate Members, which would meet at the same time 
as the- regular

sessions of the Committee on Agriculture. The Terms of Reference of the Commission shall

be as follows:

(a) to monitor the operation of the arrangements referred to in Article 7 of "the

Undertaking",

(b) to recommend measures that are necessary or desirable in order 
to ensure the compre-

hensiveness of the global system and the efficiency of its operation in line with "the

Undertaking", and in particular,

c) to review all matters relating to the policy, programmes and activities of FAO in 
the

field of plant genetic resources, and to give advice to the Committee on Agriculture or,

where appropriate, to the Committee on Forestry.

(Adopted 23 November 1983)

1/ The delegations of Canada, France, Germany (Federal Republic of), Japan. Netherlands,

Switzerland, United Kingdom and the United States of America reserved their positions

with respect to this Resolution.
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Article 3 - Exploration of Plant Genetic Resources

3.1 Governments adhering to this Undertaking 
will organize or arrange for missions of

exploration, conducted in accordance with recognized scientific 
standards, to identify

potentially valuable plant genetic resources 
that are in danger of becoming extinct 

in

the country concerned, as well as other plant 
genetic resources in the country which may

be useful for development but whose existence 
or essential characteristics are at present

unknown, in particular:

(a) known land races or cultivars in 
danger of becoming extinct due to 

their abandonment

in favour of the cultivation of new cultivars;

(b) the wild relatives of cultivated 
plants in areas identified as centres 

of genetic

diversity or natural distribution;

(c) species which are not actually cultivated but may 
be used for the benefit of mankind

as a source of food or raw materials 
(such as fibres, chemical compounds, medicine

or timber).

3.2 Special efforts will be made, in the context of Article 3.1, where the danger of

extinction of plant species is certain, 
or is likely, having regard to circumstances such

as the clearance of vegetation from 
tropical rain forests and semi-arid 

lands with a view

to the expansion of cultivated areas.

Article 4 - preservation, Evaluation and

Documentation of Plant Genetic Resources

4.1 Appropriate legislative and other measures 
will be maintained and, where necessary,

developed and adopted to protect and preserve the plant 
genetic resources of plants

growing in areas of their natural habitat 
in the major centres of genetic diversity.

4.2 Measures will be taken, if necessary through international cooperation, 
to ensure

the scientific collection and safeguarding 
of material in areas where important plant

genetic resources are in danger 
of becoming extinct on account 

of agricultural or other

development.

4.3 Appropriate measures will also be taken 
with respect to plant genetic resources

held, outside their natural habitats, 
in gene banks or living collections 

of plants.

Governments and institutions adhering 
to this Undertaking will, in particular, ensure that

the said resources are conserved 
and maintained in such a way as 

to preserve their valuable

characteristics for use in scientific 
research and plant breeding, and 

are also evaluated

and fully documented.

Article 5 - Availability of Plant Genetic Resources

5. It will be the policy of adhering Governments and institutions 
having plant genetic

resources under their control to allow access to samples of 
such resources, and to permit

their export, where the resources have been requested for 
the purposes of scientific re-

search, plant breeding or genetic 
resource conservation. The samples will be made avail-

able free of charge, on the basis of mutual exchange 
or on mutually agreed terms.

II. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Article 6 - General

6. International cooperation will, 
in particular, be directed to:

(a) establishing or strengthening the capabilities of developing countries, where appro-

priate on a national or sub-regional 
basis, with respect to plant genetic 

resources

activities, including plant survey and identification, 
plant breeding and seed multi-

plication and distribution, with 
the aim of enabling all countries 

to make full use

of plant genetic resources for the 
benefit of their agricultural development;
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(b) intensifying international activities in preservation, evaluation, documentation,

exchange of plant genetic resources, plant breeding, germ plasm maintenance, and

seed multiplication. This would include activities carried out by FAO and other

concernea agenflies in the UN System; it would also include activities of other in-

stitutions, including those supported by the CGIAR. The aim would be to progres-

sively cover all plant species that are important for agriculture and other sectors

of the economy, in the present and for the future;

(c) supporting the arrangements outlined in Article 7, including the participation in

such arrangements of governments and institutions, where appropriate and feasible;

(d) considering measures, such as the strengthening or establishment of funding mecha-

nisms, to finance activities relating to plant genetic resources.

Article 7 - International Arrangements

7.1 The present international arrangements, being carried out under the auspices 
of FAO

and other organizations in the United Nations System, by national and regional 
institutions

and institutions supported by the CGIAR, in particular the IBPGR, for the exploration,

collection, conservation, maintenance, evaluation, documentation, exchange and use of

plant genetic resources will be further developed and, where 
necessary, complemented in

order to develop a global system so as to ensure that:

(a) there develops an internationally coordinated network of national, 
regional and

international centres, including an international network of base collections in

gene banks, under the auspices or the jurisdiction of FAO, that have assumed the

responsibility to hold, for the benefit of the international community and on the

principle of unrestricted exchange, base or active collections 
of the plant genetic

resources of particular plant species;

(b) the number of such centres will be progressively increased so 
as to achieve as

complete a coverage as necessary, in terms of species and geographical 
distribution,

account also being taken of the need for duplication, of the resources to be safe-

guarded and preserved;

(c) the activities of the centres that are related to the exploration, collection, 
con-

servation, maintenance, rejuvenation,' evaluation and exchange of plant genetic re-

sources will be carried out with due account being taken of scientific standards;

(d) sufficient support in funds and facilities will be provided, 
at the national and

international levels, to enable the centres to carry out their tasks;

(e) a global information system, under the coordination of FAO, 
relating to plant genetic

resources maintained in the aforementioned collections, and linked to 
systems es-

tablished at the national, sub-regional and regional levels, will be 
developed on

the basis of relevant arrangements that already exist;

(f) early warning will be given to FAO, or to any institution designated by FAO, 
of any

hazards that threaten the efficient maintenance and operation of a 
centre, with a

view to prompt international action to safeguard the material maintained by the

centre;

(g) the IBPGR pursues and develops its present activities, within 
its terms of reference,

in liaison with FAO;

(h) (i) the general expansion and improvement of related 
professional and institutional

capability within developing countries, including training 
within appropriate insti-

tutions in both developed and developing countries, is adequately funded; and

(ii) the overall activity within the Undertaking ultimately ensures a significant

improvement in the capacity of developing countries 
for the production and distribu-

tion of improved crop varieties, as required to support major increases 
in agricul-

tural production, especially in developing countries.
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7.2 Within the context of the global system any Governments or institutions that agree

to participate in the Undertaking, may, furthermore, -notify the Director-General of FAO

that they wish the base collection or collections for which they are responsible to be

recognized as part of the international network of base collections in gene banks, under

the auspices or the jurisdiction of FAO. The centre concerned will, whenever requested

by FAO, make material in the base collection available to participants in the Undertaking,

for purposes of scientific research, plant breeding or genetic resource conservation, free

of charge, on the basis of mutual exchange or on mutually agreed terms.

Article 8 - Financial Security

8.1 Adhering Governments, and financing agencies, will, individually and collectively,

consider adopting measures that would place activities relevant to the objective of this

Undertaking on a firmer financial basis, with special consideration for the need of develop-

ing countries to strengthen their capabilities in genetic resource activities, plant breed-

ing and seed multiplication.

8.2 Adhering Governments, and financing agencies, will, in particular, explore the possi-

bility of establishing mechanisms which would guarantee the availability of funds that

could be immediately mobilized to meet situations of the kind referred to in Article 7.1(f).

8.3 Adhering Governments and institutions, and financing agencies, will give special con-

sideration to requests from FAO for extra-budgetary funds, equipment or services needed to

meet situations of the kind referred to in Article 7.1(f).

8.4 The funding of the establishment and operation of the international network, insofar

as it imposes additional costs on FAO, in the main will be funded from extra-budgetary

resources.

Article 9 - Monitoring of Activities and Related Action by FAO

9.1 FAQ will keep under continuous review the international situation concerning the

exploration, collection, conservation, documentation, exchange and use of plant genetic

resources.

9.2 FAO will, in particular, establish an intergovernmental body to monitor the operation

of the arrrangements referred to in Article 7, and to take or recommend measures that are

necessary or desirable in order to ensure the comprehensiveness of the global system and

the efficiency of its operations in line with the Undertaking.

9.3 In the performance of its responsibilities outlined in Part II of this Undertaking,

FAO will act in consultation with those Governments that have indicated to FAO their

intention to support the arrangements referred to in Article 7.

III. OTHER PROVISIONS

Article 10 - Phytosanitary Measures

10. This Undertaking is without prejudice to any measures taken by Governments - in line

with the provisions of the International Plant Protection Convention, adopted in Rome on

6 December 1951 - to regulate the entry of plant genetic resources with the aim of pre-

venting the introduction or spread of plant pests.

Article 11 - Information on the Implementation of this Undertaking

11. At the time of adhering, Governments and institutions will advise the Director-

General of FAO of the extent to which they are in a position to give effect to the prin-

ciples contained in the Undertaking. At yearly intervals, they will provide the Director-

General of FAO with information on the measures that they have taken or propose to take to

achieve the objective of this Undertaking.



TWENTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE FAO CONFERENCE

Rome, 5-23 November 1983

Resolution 8/83

INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 1/ 2/

THE CONFERENCE,

Recalling its Resolution 6/81 on plant genetic resources,

Recognizing that:

(a) plant genetic resources are a heritage of mankind to be preserved, and to be freely

available for use, for the benefit of present and future generations;

(b) full advantage can be derived from plant genetic resources through an effective pro-

gramme of plant breeding, and that, while most such resources in the form of wild plants

and old land races are to be found in developing countries, training and facilities for

plant survey and identification and plant breeding are insufficient or even not available

in many of those countries;

(c) plant genetic resources are indispensable for the genetic improvement of cultivated

plants, but have been insufficiently explored and are in danger of erosion and loss;

Considering that:

(a) the international community should adopt a concrete set of principles designed to

promote the exploration, preservation, documentation, availability and full use of rele-

vant plant genetic resources essential to agricultural development;

(b) it is the responsibility of governments to undertake such activities as are needed

to ensure the exploration, collection, conservation, maintenance, evaluation, documenta-

tion and exchange of plant genetic resources in the interest of all mankind; to provide

financial and technological support to institutions engaged in such activities; and to

ensure the equitable and unrestricted distribution of the benefits of plant breeding;

(c) progress in plant breeding is essential to the present and future development 
of

agriculture; and the establishment or strengthening of plant breeding and seed produc-

tion capabilities, at the national, sub-regional and regional levels, is a prerequisite

to making efficient use of international cooperation in the exploration, collection,

conservation, maintenance, evaluation, documentation and exchange of plant genetic

resources;

1. Adopts the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources attached hereto;

2. Requests the Director-General to transmit this Resolution and the attached Interna-

tional Undertaking to Member Nations of FAO, to non-Member Nations which are members of

the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy

Agency, and to autonomous international institutions having responsibilities with respect

to plant genetic resources, and to invite them to inform him whether 
or not they are in-

terested in the Undertaking and to what extent they are in a position to give effect to

the principles contained in the Undertaking;

1/ The delegation of New Zealand reserved its position on the text of the International

Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources because there was no provision which took

account of plant breeders' rights.

G 2/ The delegations of Canada,France, Germany (Federal Republic of), Japan, Switzerland,

United Kingdom and the United States of America reserved their positions with respect

to the Resolution and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic 
Resources.
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3. Urges Governments and the aforesaid institutions to give effect to the principles of

the Undertaking and to support and participate in the international arrangements outlined

therein;

4. Endorses the Director-General's proposal for the establishment as soon as possible,
within the framework of FAO, of an intergovernmental committee or other body on plant
genetic resources open to all States interested in the Undertaking.

(Adopted 23 November 1983)

Annex to Resolution 8/83

INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES

I. GENERAL

Article 1 - Objective

1. The objective of this Undertaking is to ensure that plant genetic resources of econo-

mic and/or social interest, particularly for agriculture, will be explored, preserved,

evaluated and made available for plant breeding and scientific purposes. This Undertaking

is based on the universally accepted principle that plant genetic resources are a heritage

of mankind and consequently should be avilable without restriction.

Article 2 - Definitions and Scope

2.1 In this Undertaking:

(a) "plant genetic resources" means the reproductive or vegetative propagating material

of the following categories of plants:

(i) cultivated varieties (cultivars) in current use and newly developed varieties;

(ii) obsolete cultivars;

(iii) primitive cultivars (land races);

(iv) wild and weed species, near relatives of cultivated varieties;

(v) special genetic stocks (including elite and current breeders' lines and mutants);

(b) "base collection of plant genetic resources" means a collection of seed stock or

vegetative propagating material (ranging from tissue cultures to whole plants) held

for long-term security in order to preserve the genetic variation for scientific

purposes and as a basis for plant breeding;

(c) "active collection" means a collection which complements a base collection, and is

a collection from which seed samples are drawn for distribution, exchange and other

purposes such as multiplication and evaluation;

(d) "institution" means an entity established at the international or national level,

with or without legal personality, for purposes related to the exploration, collec-

tion, conservation, maintenance, evaluation or exchange of plant genetic resources;

(e) "centre" means an institution holding a base or active collection of plant genetic

resources, as described in Article 7.

2.2 This Undertaking relates to the plant genetic resources described in para. 2.1(a),

of all species of economic and/or social interest, particularly for agriculture at

present or in the future, and has particular reference to food crops.



International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources

The 22nd Conference of the FAO passed two resolutions on the subject
of plant genetic resources (8/83 and 9/83). Members will recall that the
consideration of this subject in the FAO has been reported to the Group and
discussed at several meetings, most recently during International Centers
Week in 1983. Given the high level of interest in this topic within the
system, it has been placed on the agenda for the group meeting at the FAO
in Rome in May 1984.

To assist members in preparing themselves for that discussion, texts
of the two resolutions are attached, as is a copy of FAO Document C 83/25,
the Director General's report to the conference.

At the 33rd meeting of TAC in March 1984, the TAC heard a report from
Dr. Bommer on behalf of FAO, and comments from Dr. Kahre, Chairman of the
IBPGR. Dr Bommer summarized the provisions of the two resolutions with
particular reference to those portions relevant to the CGIAR. He said that
the proposed arrangements would strengthen and further develop existing
ones. The network proposed to be organized would be based on that nearing
completion under IBPGR scientific leadership, and the additional work to be
undertaken would complement that of the IBPGR. The planned information
system would make full use of the experience of the IBPGR.

The whole field of plant genetic resources, previously reviewed within
the FAO by the Committee on Agriculture, would now be monitored by a new
commission reporting to the Director General. The commission would be
serviced by FAO from other resources, but the IBPGR would be invited to
attend its meetings as an observer. The Commission on Plant Genetic
Resources will meet at the same time as the Committee on Agriculture; its
first session will be March 13 to 15, 1985.

Dr Bommer told TAC that the Director General of the FAO has
transmitted the text of Resolution 8/83 to the member governments of FAO,
to other countries that are members of the UN but not of FAO, to the
Specialized Agencies of the UN and the International Atomic Energy Agency
and to the Directors-General of IRRI, ICRISAT, IITA, ILCA, ICARDA, CIMMYT,
CIAT, CIP, the Chairman of the IBPGR, the Executive Director of UNEP, and

the Director of IUCN. All recipients have been invited to inform the
Director General whether or not they are interested in adhering to the
undertaking and to what extent they are in a position to give effect to the
principles contained in the undertaking. Replies are requested by July 1,
1984.

. .. . ./
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Dr. Kahre said the IBPGR wished to underline the principle of free

availability of germplasm, the need for a truly global program and the

desire of the IBPGR that its activities and those of the FAO should be

complementary and avoid polarization. He said that increasing national

awareness and the strengthening of national capabilities were essential.
Due consideration needed to be given to funding and priorities and to lines

of communication between FAO and the IBPGR. Finally, since worldwide

activities are constantly changing, continuous monitoring was required.

TAC reaffirmed its commitment to the principle of free exchange of

genetic resources, and commended the FAO on its initiative. TAC noted with

pleasure that the FAD Conference recognized the leading role of the IBPGR

in the scientific and technical aspects, and reaffirmed TAC's confidence

in the capability of the IBPGR in those fields. TAC felt it should await

more information before making any specific recommendations. It plans to

discuss the matter with the Center directors in June, and possibly make a

report with recommendations to the CGIAR in November 1984. If necessary,
the issue and its implications will be examined in the course of the

external program review of IBPGR in early 1985.

Dr. Bommer, Dr. Kahre and Professor Camus will all present their views

to the Group as an introduction to the discussion of this topic in May.

The Group meeting will be preceded by a meeting of the IBPGR Executive

Committee, and a donors meeting which the board has called. The location

in Rome also offers a particularly good opportunity to receive additional

information from the FAO as required.

Among the issues which may warrant the attention of the Group are the

impact which increased activity in the FAO on plant genetic resources may

have on the programs and resources of the centers involved, and the

responses of the centers to the international undertaking.

Attachments: FAO Resolution 8/83
FAD Resolution 9/83
FAO Document C 83/25
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START
2 HERE ORGANIZATION PAINT A GRIM PICTURE OF HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION IN

3 THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THEY SHOW RISING POPULATION AND FOOD

4 DEMAND AND GROWING IMPORTS. WHAT IS THE FOOD OUTLOOK FOR THE

NEXT FIVE YEARS? WILL MORE OR FEWER PEOPLE BE GOING HUNGRY THAN

IN THE PAST? (2) IN YOUR ESTIMATION, WHAT ARE THE MAJOR

7 CONSTRAINTS TO MATCHING FOOD SUPPLY TO FOOD DEMAND? IS IT A

8 PROBLEM OF INADEQUATE PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUSES, OR

IS IT A QUESTION OF POVERTY - THAT MANY PEOPLE SIMPLY DO NOT HAVE

THE MONEY TO BUY ENOUGH FOOD? (3) WHAT CAN OR SHOULD DEVELOPING

COUNTRIES BE DOING TO ENSURE THAT THEIR CITIZENS HAVE ENOUGH FOOD

12 TO MEET THEIR DAILY MINIMUM CALORIE REQUIREMENTS? (4) THE

13 NEWSPAPERS ARE FILLED WITH THE HEARTRENDING STORIES AND PICTURES

14 OF THE FAMINE IN AFRICA, PARTICULARLY IN THE SAHELIAN COUNTRIES.

1s HOW IS THE FAO RESPONDING TO THIS PROBLEM? (5) AFRICA'S FOOD

16 PRODUCTION PER PERSON IS ACTUALLY DECLINING WHILE ITS POPULATION

17 GROWTH RATE IS THE HIGHEST IN THE WORLD. IS THERE A PRESCRIPTION

AT ALL FOR IMPROVING AFRICA'S SERIOUS AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS? (6)

19 WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR ADVANCES OR AREAS OF PROGRESS RELATED

20 TO FOOD AND AGRICULTURE IN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES? WHAT IS THE

21 END OPTIMISTIC NEWS THAT SO SELDOM RECEIVES PUBLICITY? THANK YOU AND
OF

22 TEXT

"REGARDS, OLIVIA VENT, INFORMATION OFFICER, CGIAR SECRETARIAT.
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OF ABREIATIO I 
START X

2 HERE PHILIP MAHLER, FOODAGRI

3 ROME, ITALY

HAVE JUST TELEXED RICHARD LYDIKER FOLLOWING. WOULD WELCOME YOUR

COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS VERY MUCH. WITH KIND REGARDS, OLIVIA

6 VENT. QUOTE (AAA) RE CGIAR NEWSLETTER INTERVIEW WITH DR.

SAOUMA. FOLLOWING ARE PROPOSED QUESTIONS.. FEEL FREE TO RECOM-

8 MEND CHANGES. ANSWERS CAN RUN 600 WORDS OR A LITTLE OVER IN

9 TOTAL IF NECESSARY. (1) THE FAO HAS BEEN ONE OF THE THREE MAIN

PILLARS OF THE CGIAR, TOGETHER WITH THE UNDP AND WORLD BANK, FOR

11 ALMOST 15 YEARS. ITS SPONSORSHIP HAS BEEN CRITICAL. FAO

12 SUPPORTS THE GROUP TECHNICALLY BY PROVIDING THE SECRETARIAT FOR

13 THE CGIAR'S DISTINGUISHED 13-MEMBER TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMIT-

TEE. IT HOUSES AND STAFFS THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD FOR PLANT

15 GENETIC RESOURCES (IBPGR). FAO ALSO HAS CLOSE WORKING RELATION-

16 SHIPS WITH MANY OTHER CG-SUPPORTED CENTERS. WHAT, FROM THE POINT

OF VIEW OF FAO HAVE BEEN THE MAIN CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE CGIAR-SUP-

PORTED CENTERS? (2) WHAT ARE THE MAIN ISSUES YOU SEE THE CGIAR

AS FACING IN THE COMING FIVE TO TEN YEARS? (3.A) SO MUCH PRES-

20

SURE IS BEING PUT ON AGRICULTURAL SCIENTISTS TO DEVELOP TECHNOLO-

21 END GIES FOR SMALL FARMERS NOW. DO YOU SEE HOPEFUL SIGNS THAT THIS
OF

22 TEXT

PIS BEING ACCOMPLISHED? IS THIS EASIER IN SOME COUNTRIES OR
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START
2 HERE REGIONS THAN IN OTHERS? (3.B) WILL THIS ALSO SOLVE THE PROBLEM

3 OF PROVIDING LOW COST FOOD FOR THE MASSES OF URBAN POOR IN DEVEL-

4 OPING COUNTRY CITIES? (4) NEWSPAPERS REPORT DAILY ON THE DROUGHT

s AND FAMINE IN AFRICA, HIGHLIGHTING THE ENORMOUS DIFFICULTIES OF

6 INCREASING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION TO KEEP UP WITH POPULATION

7 GROWTH ON THAT CONTINENT. HOW COULD THE INTERNATIONAL CENTERS

8 MODIFY THEIR PRIORITIES IN AFRICA TO COINCIDE WITH THE REAL NEEDS

9 OF THESE COUNTRIES? (5) FAO'S FOCUS IS ON DEVELOPMENT SEMICOLON

THE CGIAR'S ON RESEARCH. HOW CAN THE TWO INSTITUTIONS IMPROVE

11 THEIR COMPLEMENTARITY? HOW MIGHT THE LINKS BETWEEN RESEARCH AND

12 DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES BE STRENGTHENED? (BBB) FOLLOWING ARE

13 QUESTIONS FOR FOCUS RADIO INTERVIEW. FOCUS IS A CONSORTIUM OF

14 PRESTIGIOUS NON-PROFIT WASHINGTON-BASED ORGANIZATIONS LIKE

1s BROOKINGS, AAAS, RESOURCES FOR THE FUTURE, JOHNS HOPKINS SCHOOL

16 FOR ADVANCED INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, ETC., PRODUCING WEEKLY PUBLIC

17 AFFAIRS RADIO PROGRAMS. THESE ARE BROADCAST BY 238 COMMERCIAL

STATIONS PLUS NPR STATIONS AND VOA. CGIAR BECAME A MEMBER OF

19 FOCUS IN 1984 ON A TRIAL BASIS AND WILL BE PRODUCING 4 SHOWS.

20 TWO HAVE BEEN BROADCAST ALREADY. THESE WERE INTERVIEWS WITH (1)

21 END DR. MELLOR, IFPRI, AND DR. BRADY, USAID SEMICOLON AND (2) DR.
OF

22 TEXT
T WILLIAMS, IBPGR AND QUENTIN JONES, USDA. WOULD EXPECT INTERVIEW
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2 HERE OF DR. SAQUMA TO BE ABOUT 20 MINUTES TO PRODUCE 15 MINUTE EDITED

3 VERSION. QUESTIONS FOLLOW: (1) STATISTICS PUT OUT BY THE FOOD

4 AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION PAINT A GRIM PICTURE OF HUNGER AND

5 MALNUTRITION IN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THEY SHOW RISING

6 POPULATION AND FOOD DEMAND AND GROWING IMPORTS. WHAT IS THE FOOD

7 OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS? WILL MORE OR FEWER PEOPLE BE

8 GOING HUNGRY THAN IN THE PAST? (2) IN YOUR ESTIMATION, WHAT ARE

9 THE MAJOR CONSTRAINTS TO MATCHING FOOD SUPPLY TO FOOD DEMAND? IS

IT A PROBLEM OF INADEQUATE PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUSES,

OR IS IT A QUESTION OF POVERTY - THAT MANY PEOPLE SIMPLY DO NOT

12 HAVE THE MONEY TO BUY ENOUGH FOOD? (3) WHAT CAN OR SHOULD DEVEL-

13 OPING COUNTRIES BE DOING TO ENSURE THAT THEIR CITIZENS HAVE

14 ENOUGH FOOD TO MEET THEIR DAILY MINIMUM CALORIE REQUIREMENTS?

15 (4) THE NEWSPAPERS ARE FILLED WITH THE HEARTRENDING STORIES AND

16 PICTURES OF THE FAMINE IN AFRICA, PARTICULARLY IN THE SAHELIAN

17 COUNTRIES. HOW IS THE FAO RESPONDING TO THIS PROBLEM? (5)

AFRICA'S FOOD PRODUCTION PER PERSON IS ACTUALLY DECLINING WHILE

19 ITS POPULATION GROWTH RATE IS THE HIGHEST IN THE WORLD. IS THERE

20 A PRESCRIPTION AT ALL FOR IMPROVING AFRICA'S SERIOUS AGRICULTURAL

21 END PROBLEMS? (6) WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR ADVANCES OR AREAS OF
OF

22 TEXT
TEX PROGRESS RELATED TO FOOD AND AGRICULTURE IN THE DEVELOPING
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2 HERE COUNTRIES? WHAT IS THE OPTIMISTIC NEWS THAT SO SELDOM RECEIVES

3 PUBLICITY? THANK YOU AND REGARDS, OLIVIA VENT, INFORMATION

4 OFFICER, CGIAR SECRETARIAT. END QUOTE.
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April 9, 1984

Dr. Roger A. Sorensen
Director, FAD Liaison Office

for North America
Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations
1001 22nd Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20437

Dear Dr. Sorensen:

I regret very much that I was absent from town and unable to
attend your reception at the end of March. Congratulations on
your appointment as the North American Representative of the
FAO. While most of the CGIAR's work with FAO runs directly to
Rome, I am sure we will have occasion to work together and look
forward to that relationship.

Sincerely yours,

Curtis Farrar
Executive Secretary

CurtisFarrar:vbm
File D-2:Disk 9
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New Telephone No. 202-334-8021

March 21, 1984

Dr. Edouard Saouma
Director-General
Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome 00100, Italy

Dear Mr. Director-General:

I am looking forward to chairing my first meetinq of the CGIAR in Roie
in "ay. Your invitation to hold the spring meeting at FAO is much
appreciated throughout the system. If it is convenient I should like to
take the opportunity for a private discussion with you covering both our
coron interests in the CGIAR and the work of the cooperative proqramme.

I have set aside 'lay 22nd in TRome essentially to prepare for the
Group meetinq and could visit you aqy time that day.

Sincerely

S. Shahid Husain
Chairman

cc: Mr. Dieter Bomer, FAO

Curtis a r:vbm
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March 9, 1984

Dr. Dieter Bommer
Assistant Director General
Agriculture Department
Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome 00100, Italy

Dear Dr. Bommer:

This will acknowledge your letter of February 2nd, concerning the
outcome of the deliberations of the 22nd FAO Conference on the matter of
Plant Genetic Resources. I understand that you did have full discussions
on these matters with representatives of the IBPGR and that the question
will be further considered by the TAC at its meeting next week.

It is ny hope that ary remaining questions concerning the work of the
IBPGR can be resolved in such a way as to make that work more effective. I
appreciate that this is also your objective and that of the FAO. We will
have an opportunity to discuss this matter during the May meeting of the

Group in Rome and I look forward to that opportunity.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

S. Shahid Husain
Chairman

Curti
Files ID- G-12:Disk 5
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2 HERE BOMMER, FOODAGRI

ROME, ITALY

THIS IS TO CONFIRM THAT NEITHER MR. HUSAIN NOR I WILL BE ABLE TO

BE PRESENT IN ISLAMABAD FOR INAUGURATION CEREMONIES OF NEW

6 NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH ORGANIZATION AT END MARCH. WE

SHOULD, THEREFORE, BE MOST GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD INDEED REPRESENT

a THE CGIAR AT THESE CEREMONIES. I HAVE JUST SENT THE FOLLOWING

9 TELEX TO DR. AMIR MUHAMMED QUOTE REF. INAUGURATION CEREMONIES FOR

10 NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTER (NARC). VERY MUCH REGRET

IMPOSSIBILITY MY OWN AND CGIAR SECRETARIAT MEMBERS' PRESENCE IN

12 ISLAMABAD FOR CEREMONIES. UNFORTUNATELY WE ARE HEAVILY COMMITTED

TO CGIAR MEETINGS AT THIS TIME. HOWEVER, DR. BOMMER, ASSISTANT

DIRECTOR GENERAL, FAO, WILL BE ATTENDING AND IN HIS CAPACITY AS A

15

COSPONSOR WILL REPRESENT THE CGIAR. WE ARE DELIGHTED THAT THE

NARC IS BEING ESTABLISHED AND CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR ROLE IN

17

THIS IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENT UNQUOTE. BEST REGARDS, CURTIS FARRAR.

18

20

21 END
OF
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.30.*1.*84

JKT/ss

co ADG/Reg. Rep., in respective regions
FAD Reps. in respective countries'
Farrar, CGIAR
Bawsur (chrono). AG
Zehni, AGRD
von der Osten. AGD/TAC

PR 3/3 Monyo (chrono), AGRR
AGRR Reg. (2)
AGRR staff

FEB.
Dour Dr. ,AE

I am attaching herewith the 1954 CGIAR Calendar of Events, just in
case you have not yet received a copy. You will notice that the CGIAR
will have its Spring Meeting in Rcmu, 23 - 25 May and the Autumn Meeting

n. ZShington D.C., S - 9 tovtmber. As you are aware you are u-lc-.ae
and expected to participate in these meetings as one of the Representatives
of your Region on the CGIAR.

It is ragretted that you were not able to participate at the
Novorber 1983 CGIAR Meeting in Washington D.C. It is vy hope that you
will be able to attend the May Meeting in Rome. It would provide a
chance to bring all the representatives of developing regions together
to discuss, inter ali., a strategy for serving the developing countries
more effectively on the CGIAR.

If you are able and willing to attend the meeting please lot me
know as soon as possible so that we can reserve suitable accommodation
for you before the usual influx of tourists arrive. It is hoped that
your government will be able to provide for your travel and living
expenses in Rome. In case you experience difficulties in attending,
please let me know well in advance in order to explore possible assistance.

We look forward to seeing you in Rome.

Yours sincerely,

D.F.R. Bcawvr
Assistant Director-feneral

Agriculture Department

A similar letter has been sent to the papple an the attached list.
Paragraph 2 differs for those who attended the November Meeting.

ct Permanent Representations to FAO in Ro"e
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O. Otto Soomervto
Director, Institute of E=w*ogy
Padjadjaran University
Seksloa Oandung, Indonesia

Dr. Gustavo Barney
Dr. Moctwr Tours Garente General
D1rectsur do In Racherche Agricola Instituto Colombiano Agropcuario (ICA)

wt Agro-industriolls Ministerio do Agricultura
Minix do la Recherche 3goati, Colombia

Sciantifique at Tachnique
B.P. 3218 or C o a

Ministry of Agriculture
Livat~ou Rsearch Division

Dr." Abudakwr Maddur
Abarnoo Str. No.2

Director of Research and Studis
Directorate General of Agricultural ' G

Research and Education
Tripoli, Libye

Dr. Aladin Caoud All
Director-Genaral
State 5oard for Appliad

Agricultural Sciences
AMJ - GHWAIS
Baghdad, Iraq

Dr. Eliodoro Ruiz Carvea
Oireccian do Ciencia y Ticnica
flniterio ds, Agricultura
Calls 7ma. y 30
Raparto tiramar
La Habana, Cuba

or. Arnir tlnhamd
Clhirffmn
Pakistan Agricultural Research Council
L-13 Al MrWa*z, F-7
Post Box 1031
Islamabad, Pakistan

Dr. J.N.R. Kassaft
Director General
Tanzania Agricultural Raesarch OrganiZation

P.O. am 9761
Dar as Sale. Tanzania



January 25, 1984

Dr. Donald Plucknett (o/r)

Curtis Farrar

73592

FAO Sessions On Plant Genetic Resources

1. John Coulter has provided a copy of a memorandum prepared by
Mr. Tagoe, of the Bank's investment center in Rome, which provides a
very good summary of the discussion and issues involved. The latest
version of the official documents that we have is the one which was
attached to my note on the meeting as USDA.

2. I am sure there are many aspects of this that need discussion
at the Genes Board meeting in February. I note in particular that the
Genes Board is not any longer to be responsible for providing
secretarial support to the new Commission. That is helpful from a
financial workload point of view but may have a downside as well.

3. One issue which I think the board needs to address is the
status of its agreemen1% which may have been damaged by the discussion
of their legal standing.

4. The most disturbing point in the formal documents is the
suggestion on page 2 of the Conference report in paragraph 4(d) that
the inter-governmental committee might concern itself with "the
coordination of the support that States may, individually or
collectively, be able to provide to overcome problems encountered,
especially those related to the conservation network and to
conservation and plant breeding activities in developing countries."
This point is not picked up in the formal constitution of the
Commission. It might, however, be interpreted to give the Commission
aw- oversight of the work of the CGIAR.

5. One opening that all this discussion might present us would
be a chance to talk with the FAO, and other interested parties, about a
possible fresh approach to raising funds for genetic resource
conservation and use. Again, there seems to be both pluses and minuses
in taking this approach.

Attachment

CurtisFarrar:vbm
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THE WORLD BANK/INTERNATIONAL FINANCE CORPORATION

OFFICE MEMORANDUM
DATE January 24, 1984

TO Files

FROM Curtis Far , GR

EXTENSION 73592

SUBJECT Debriefing at USDA of FAD Genetic Resources Actions

1. I was invited to a meeting in the office of the Director of
the Agricultural Research Service, Dr. Kinney, attended by officials
from AID and USDA, to talk about the outcome of the FAD conference and
next steps, primarily from the point of view of the US Government.

2. It was decided that the US would submit to the National Plant
Genetic Resources Board at its meeting in April (date and place not
determined) two issues as follows:

a. Whether the US should subscribe to the proposed undertaking
with or without restrictions otconditions.

b. Whether the US should participate in the meeting of the new
FAD Commission, scheduled for March 1985.

3. I think both of these issues are quite open from the US point
of view and it is hoped that the board will provide insights into
reviews of the US private sector and help form the basis for action.

4. The US will also be interested in the views of the next
meeting of the IBPGR. Chuck Murphy, of ARS, will attend that meeting
in Rome.

5. The attached documents were distributed and are said to
represent the decisions taken.

Attachments

cc: Dr. Plucknett
Mr. Greening

CurtisFarrar:vbm
File D-2:Disk 4
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January 5, 1984

Dr. John H. Monyo
Chief, Research Development Centre
Agriculture Department
Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome 00100, Italy

Dear John:

The purpose of this letter is to suggest that a special effort be
made to encourage Senegal to attend the next CGIAR meeting in Rome.

In my recent visit to the WARDA Governing Council meeting, I had
occasion to meet with Dr. Moctar Toure, who is a member of the WARDA
Science and Technology Conuittee (STC). Dr. Toure is a very impressive
person. He is also one of the relatively few West African members of
the WARDA Science and Technology Committee who is likely to continue in
that capacity for a number of years; most of his colleaques are
reaching the six-year limit.

On ay return to Washington I found a letter from him responding to
a CGIAR circular and realized that he is perhaps the person who would
or could represent Senegal at Group meetings.

As you know, the May meeting of the Group in Rome will consider,
among other things, the external and program management reviews of
WARDA. Dr. Toure could make a significant contribution to this
discussion and in addition would benefit greatly as a member of the STC
from participation.

This is a roundabout way of saying that I hope we can do
everything possible to ensure that Dr. Toure does represent Senegal at
the Rome meeting. I have written him to encourage his attendance and

,enclose a copy of Py letter. If there is anything further I can do
about this, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

Curtis Farrar
Executive Secretary

Enclosure

cleared with and cc: Mrs. Doreen E. Calvo
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