Making Books Matter
A SIEF-supported impact evaluation in Kenya
Intervention. With funding from the World Bank and the
California-based Echidna Giving, the researchers partnered with
a local publisher, Moran Publishers, to adapt culturally and linguistically appropriate children’s books in English and Swahili, the two
main languages of Kenya, and Luo, the dominant local language
in the region where the study is taking place. Families with young
children received two books in each language. The intervention
also included a short training for caregivers on techniques for
reading interactively with children, with a specific emphasis on
how illiterate caregivers could use the books.
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Eligibility. Households with children between the ages of two
and seven.

Results. A survey of participants five to six weeks after the books
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being read to in the previous three days, while receiving books with
training resulted in children being read to more frequently. The increase in reading frequency was biggest among illiterate caregivers, who used the pictures to tell a story. Adding in a home visit
did not change outcomes for the children or the reading frequency.

Next Steps. A longer-term evaluation also funded by SIEF is underway to examine if parents retain what they learned from the
training and continue to practice interactive reading with their
children and if children demonstrate lasting gains in their vo-

governments and others to better focus future efforts
and investments. SIEF was launched with the support
of the British government’s Department for International Development (DFID). Other donors include the
London-based Children’s Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF), which seeks catalytic change for children,
including promoting early childhood development and
evidence-based solutions.

cabulary. This part of the study includes a much bigger sample
size of some 2,000 caregivers across 73 communities. Children
and their caregivers will be tested about one year after the books
were handed out.
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