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Odisha’s investment in data: 

from 10,000 fatalities to just 38

Cyclone Phailin

Photo credit: IFRC





Citizens can create data to fill gaps in 

public and private data, to address the 

problems they face. HarassMap is a 

citizen-generated map based on 

individual reports of sexual harassment.

Citizen data for public good

“Don’t harass me. The street is yours and mine”.

Photo credit: UN Women Gallery
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• A poverty lens on the 

value of data 

• Prioritising poor people 

and poor countries 

The Government of Madagascar provide 80,000 extreme poor households with regular cash transfers, such as here in Betafo

Photo credit: Mohammad Al-Arief / World Bank
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Researchers worked with the National 

Police Service to create the first digital 

and geolocated administrative dataset 

of individual crashes in Nairobi. 

Combining digitized official paper 

records with commuter reports on 

traffic conditions revealed new 

insights: 5% of roads experienced 50% 

of road traffic deaths.

Combining and repurposing sources

Crashes geolocated rom police situation reports

Crashes identified by crowdsourced reports that 

were geolocated and clustered into individual crashes
Mapping road traffic crashes in Nairobi

Source: Milusheva et al. 2020



Traditional household survey data was 

previously used to determine deprivation 

and allocate EU funding, based on regional 

GDP. This means that resources weren’t 

reaching poor municipalities in nonpoor 

regions. Combining the household data with 

the population census and administrative 

data revealed large differences in living 

standards within regions, fuelling proposals 

for new funding divisions.

Combining sources

Mapping road traffic crashes in Nairobi

Source: Milusheva et al. 2020

Mapping pockets of poverty in Croatia
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Economic and social 
value comes from 
sharing, reusing, and 
combining data 
sources to generate 
greater insight



Data capture, 

infrastructure, and trade 

need to include poorer 

communities and 

countries equitably.

All must benefit from use 

of data. 



Data must be protected 

from misuse such as 

discrimination & cybercrime. 

Data must be credible --

Transparency and 

monitoring of data use are 

critical
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• Produced

• Protected from misuse

• Open

• Quality controlled

• Used and reused
Data

ecosystem

Data
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Source: who.int



Scores for quality of data regulation environment in AFR Region, 2020
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Digital services exports
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1. We need a new social contract for data based on value, trust and equity

2. We still have a long way to go on data governance

3. Data governance has important economic implications

4. Data governance is a matter for international cooperation

5. We should aspire to the vision of an Integrated National Data System
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