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A new urgency on climate 
change? 



1. The emissions responsible for climate 
change are mainly due to the behavior 
of rich country citizen



The 10-50 rule: 10% of the highest polluter are 
responsible for almost 50% of global emission. 



2. The Costs of Climate change are 
going to be felt in the poorer part of the 
world 



Poorer countries tend to be in warmer places



In the next 20 years they will add many more very hot 
days (>32 degrees)



https://www.dropbox.com/s/7fzi7fqos53ieud/Screen
%20Shot%202020-09-
24%20at%202.50.00%20AM.png?dl=0

And even more so by 2050



The cost of a given hot day is larger in poor countries



Mortality costs,  next 20 years



Mortality costs, by mid-century



3. We need to act NOW to prevent 
climate change 



Confronted with a crisis, Rich 
countries will put their citizen first, 
even in irrational ways 



Underwhelming reactions to the COVID-19 crisis

IMF-WHO vaccine supply tracker



We need to break the 
malediction of inaction



• Climate Change Commitments
– Less than 10% of climate finance goes towards climate change adaptation (CPI, 

2021)

– 2009 COP in Copenhagen promise of 100 billion USD annually from developed 
countries not met, not renewed in Glasgow

– Funds are needed for adaption and mitigation

1. We must meet climate finance commitments to LMICs

https://www.climatepolicyinitiative.org/publication/global-landscape-of-climate-finance-2019/
https://www.climatepolicyinitiative.org/publication/global-landscape-of-climate-finance-2019/


• Large reliance in technological solutions in climate discussions 

• Impact of purely technological solutions is often disappointing in real life  
– Weatherization of homes (Fowlie et al., 2018)

– Energy consulting in India (Ryan, 2018) 

Behavior and policy changes are important and possible too!
– Better regulatory enforcement reduced industrial pollution (Duflo et al.)

– Payments for ecosystem services reduced deforestation (Jayachandran et al.)

2. We cannot rely on technological change alone

https://academic.oup.com/qje/article/133/3/1597/4828342?login=true
https://www.nber.org/papers/w24619
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/evaluation/improving-third-party-audits-and-regulatory-compliance-india
https://www.povertyactionlab.org/evaluation/testing-effectiveness-payments-ecosystem-services-enhance-conservation-uganda


• Much hope put on climate finance

• No guarantee this will lead to real reduction in emissions

• Ultimately often poor monitoring of impact of funds used for offsets

3. We cannot rely on ESG funds alone



• While we over-estimate the miracles of technology, we underestimate 
the capacity of the human being for change. 

• Our preferences are not set at birth, and unmutable. They are the 
product of the social environment, and also affected by habits

Changing preferences is possible 



Short and long run effects of o-power experiments  
Hunt Alcott



4. We cannot tackle climate change 
without tackling redistribution and trust in 
government 



• ADD A PHOTO OF AN ANTI CARBON TAX RALLY, full page (I will just talk 
through it)

And they have no interest in listening to them 

Credit: Guillaume Clement, l’Humanite





Regulations must be enforced



Development organizations can and should 
generate and use evidence 
to reduce poverty and emissions more effectively



Invest in randomized evaluations 
as a tool for innovation and 
learning and use existing 
evidence to inform decision-
making

Launch an evidence to policy 
unit or fund to pilot and test 
innovation in real-world; scale 
those that are effective

Examples: USAID DIV, AFD FID
DIV’s ROI is 17 to 1

Leverage data for climate action
and reduce barriers to access to 
incorporate insights into decision-
making 

Mainstream evaluation in the 
project life cycle through 
earmarking funding, personnel, 
and partnerships for evaluation 
at the design stage

Generating and using evidence in policy is crucial for 
finding solutions that are effective and equitable

https://www.usaid.gov/div
https://fundinnovation.dev/en/
https://cpb-us-w2.wpmucdn.com/voices.uchicago.edu/dist/0/2830/files/2021/09/SROR-21.03.12_clean-3.pdf
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