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Leaders in Urban Transport Planning 
Sub-Saharan Africa is the world’s most rapidly urbanizing region with a current urban 

population approaching 500 million. This number is expected to double over the next 20 

years. Rapid urbanization, coupled with rising income levels are contributing to even 

faster growth in motorization with its associated negative externalities (congestion, 

pollution and road accidents). In this context, sound transport planning and 

management is needed to sustain and improve the quality of urban life for the cities of 

the region in the future.  

Urban transport planning and management are complex and multi-dimensional. 

Unfortunately, policy officials in many developing countries do not have access to urban 

transport planning knowledge, especially in various urban transport “soft” disciplines 

such as planning, policy, program and project development, finance, operations and 

management. It is with this in mind that the Leaders in Urban Transport Planning, LUTP 

program is presented.  The objective is to address this knowledge gap and help city 

leaders’ deal effectively with complex urban transport issues.  

The “Leaders in Urban Transport Planning” (LUTP) program is focused on promoting 

sustainable transport and improving the efficiency, safety, equity and sustainability of 

African urban transport in all dimensions, from social and environmental to financial.   

The specific objectives of the Program are to:  

1. develop an understanding of the complexity of urban transport problems and give  

senior national and city transport decision makers the tools to identify, evaluate and 

implement context-sensitive solutions  

 learn from international experience and provide a framework for cities to develop 

sustainable solutions appropriate for their respective  situations; and

 develop a common platform for cities to learn from each other.
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