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Building Institutional and Local Capacities to Reduce Wildlife Crime 
and Enhance Protection of Iconic Wildlife in Malaysia

Project Sites		
Taman Negara National Park, Belum-Temengor 
Forest Complex, Endau-Rompin National Park, 
Maliau Basin Conservation Area, Ulu Sebuyau 
National Park, and Sedilu National Park 

Species Focus    Malayan tigers,  
Bornean orangutans, Bornean bantengs

Grant Amount   $7.1 million

Executing Partner
Ministry of Water, Land and Natural Resources

GEF Implementing Agency   UNDP

Government Contact		
Khairul Naim bin Adham 
(khairulnaim@ketsa.gov.my)

Agency Contact	
Gan Pek Chuan (pek.chuan.gan@undp.org)

Expected Start Date   
October-December 2022

Malaysia

Context 
Malaysia is a source and transit country for 
internationally trafficked wildlife products. As a 
transit country, Malaysia plays a pivotal role in 
the international trafficking of ivory, testudines 
(turtles, tortoises and terrapins) and pangolins. 
As a source country, Malaysia has several iconic 
species that are trafficked both domestically and 
internationally, including the Malayan tiger and 
Bornean Orangutan. This dual market demand 
places additional pressure on these species 
and requires a multi-faceted law enforcement 
approach, including anti-poaching and anti-
trafficking initiatives. 
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Objective  Building institutional and local 
capacities to reduce wildlife crime and enhance 
protection of iconic wildlife in Malaysia.

Project Components
•	 Strengthen institutional capacities to combat 

wildlife crime and reduce poaching of iconic 
wildlife species at the national level: establish 
a national wildlife intelligence system, national 
wildlife crime forensic capabilities and implement 
an inter-agency capacity building program. 

•	 Conserve the Malayan tiger and its habitats 
in the Malaysian Peninsula: train and equip a 
rapid response field ranger team, adopt new 
technologies, and strengthen tiger rehabilitation 
and rewilding programs. 

•	 Conserve the Bornean Orangutan and its 
habitats in the protected areas of Sarawak: 
secure habitat and develop orangutan-based 
tourism enterprise and community conserved 
areas.

•	 Conserve the Bornean Banteng and its 
habitats in Sabah: monitor and survey Banteng 
populations.
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