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Measuring Wealth in household surveys in Low- and Middle- 

Income Countries: a vulnerability perspective 

 

July 1 
 

OPENING REMARKS  

9:00 – 9:15  Welcoming address 

Miriam Sartini, Bank of Italy  

Gero Carletto, Development Data Group, World Bank  

Federico Polidoro, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World 

Bank  

09:15 – 9:45  Introduction of participants and pre-course assessment  

9:45 – 10:00 Overview of the course and the Guidelines  

Giovanni D’Alessio, Center for Development Data (C4D2) 

PART 1 – GENERAL FRAMEWORK FOR HOUSEHOLD WEALTH  

10:00 – 11:00  Income, Consumption and Wealth 

Giovanni Vecchi (Tor Vergata University) 

11:00 – 11:30  Tea/Coffee Break  

11:30 – 12:30  Savings and the accumulation of wealth: some conceptual 

frameworks 

Giovanni D’Alessio, Center for Development Data (C4D2) 

12:30 – 13:30  Lunch 

PART 2 – OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS FOR HOUSEHOLD WEALTH 

13:30 – 14:30  An operational definition of household Wealth  

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2) 

14:30 – 15:30  Household surveys around the world: gap analysis and possible 

strategies for implementing wealth data collection 

Giovanni D’Alessio, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World 

Bank  

15:30 – 16:00  Tea/Coffee Break 

16:00 – 17:00  Basic wealth module  

Federico Polidoro, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World Bank 



                                                                                                                           
 

July 2 

PART 3 – MEASURING WEALTH IN HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS 

9:00 – 10.30 Informality, common property and the measurement of individual 

wealth – The extended wealth module 

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2)  

10:30 – 11:00  Tea/Coffee Break  

11:00 – 12:00  SHIW and HFCN questionnaires on wealth 

Giovanni D’Alessio, Center for Development Data (C4D2) 

Andrea Neri (Bank of Italy) 

12:00 – 13.00 The EU-SILC module on Consumption and Wealth 

Gabriella Donatiello (ISTAT) 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch 

PRACTICAL SESSIONS ON QUESTIONNAIRES 

14:00 – 15:30 Exercise: building net wealth aggregates with existing questionnaires 

– I part (1 example and planning) 

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2) 

15:30 – 16:00  Tea/Coffee Break 

16:00 – 17:00  Exercise: building net wealth aggregates with existing questionnaires 

– II part 

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2) 

 

  



                                                                                                                           

 

July 3 

PART 4 – SAMPLING ISSUES and quality issues 

9:00 – 10:30  Sampling the vulnerable, sampling the rich 

Michael Wild, World Bank  

10:30 – 11:00  Tea/Coffee Break  

11:00 – 12:30  Non-response, under-reporting and other quality issues 

Andrea Neri (Bank of Italy) 

12:30 – 13:30  Lunch  

PRACTICAL SESSIONS ON QUESTIONNAIRES 

13:30 – 14:30  Exercise: building net wealth aggregates with existing questionnaires 

(Tanzania, Uganda, …) – III part:  

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2) 

14:30 – 15:30 Exercise: building net wealth aggregates with existing questionnaires 

(Tanzania, Uganda, …) – IV part:  

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2) 

15:30 – 16:00  Tea/Coffee Break  

16:00 – 17:00  Exercise: building net wealth aggregates with existing questionnaires 

(Tanzania, Uganda, …) – V part:  

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2) 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  



                                                                                                                           

 

July 4 

PART 5 QUALITY OF DATA AND ROBUST MEASURES  

9:00 – 10.00  Changes in wealth and measurement errors 

Giovanni D’Alessio, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World 

Bank 

10:00 – 11.00  Robust Measures of Wealth Inequality 

Giovanni Vecchi (Tor Vergata University) 

11:00 – 11:30  Tea/Coffee Break  

PART 6 WEALTH DATA ANALYSIS  

11:30 – 12:30  Wealth and poverty: some frameworks of analysis 

Giovanni Vecchi (Tor Vergata University) 

12:30 – 13:30  Lunch  

13:30 – 14.30 Exercise: Wealth Inequality with real data in LMICs  

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World 

Bank 

14.30 – 15.30 Exercise: Wealth Inequality with real data in LMICs  

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World Bank  

15:30 – 16:00  Tea/Coffee Break  

16:00 – 17:00  Exercise: Wealth Inequality with real data in LMICs  

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World Bank  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  



                                                                                                                           

 

July 5 

PART 7 – FINANCIAL INCLUSION, AND DISSEMINATION OF DATA AND FINDINGS 

9:00 – 10:00  Financial inclusion, literacy and fragility  

Massimiliano Stacchini, Banca d’Italia Data (C4D2), World Bank  

10:00 – 11:00  Dissemination of data and findings 

Federico Polidoro, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World 

Bank  

11:00 – 11:30  Tea/Coffee Break  

11:30 – 12:30  Luxembourg Wealth Data: an international database of wealth 

microdata 

Piotr Paradowski, Luxembourg Income Study (remote) 

PART 8 – CONCLUSION OF THE COURSE 

12:30 – 13:30  Lunch 

13:30 – 14:30  Conclusion of the course, assessment post course and certificates 

Giovanni D’Alessio, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World Bank 

Federico Polidoro, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World Bank 

Giulia Ponzini, Center for Development Data (C4D2), World Bank  

Giovanni Vecchi (Tor Vergata University) 

  



                                                                                                                           

 

 

Trainers 

 
Giovanni D’Alessio is a Lead Statistician at the World Bank’s Center for 
Development Data (C4D2), where he coordinates the work of researchers 
developing the Guidelines for Measuring Wealth in Household Surveys in Low- 
and Middle-Income Countries. He was Head of the Sample Survey Division of 
the Economics and Statistics Department at the Bank of Italy for 15 years. He 
has written extensively on wealth, income and inequality. He has a PhD in 
Methodological Statistics from the Sapienza University of Rome. 

 

Gabriella Donatiello is a senior researcher at the Italian National Institute of Statistics and is 
responsible for the microsimulation of EU-SILC income variables, the statistical matching for the 
production of micro-data on the joint distribution of household income, consumption and wealth 
and for the dissemination outputs of EU-SILC. 

 

Andrea Neri is a Senior Statistician at the Bank of Italy and Head of the 
Sample Surveys Division. He is also member of several international 
experts’ groups focused on measuring household wealth through sample 
surveys. His research focuses on non-sampling errors, calibration, survey 
methods, wealth, and income distribution. 

 

Piotr Paradowski works at LIS in Luxembourg, where he is mainly 
responsible for the Luxembourg Wealth Study (LWS) database. He is also 
affiliated with the Department of Statistics and Econometrics at Politechnika 
Gdanska. He received his PhD from Loyola University Chicago, MA from the 
University of Central Florida, and his MSc from the University of Luxembourg. 
He was a member of the OECD Expert Group on Micro Statistics on 
Household Income, Consumption, and Wealth. Piotr conducts 
interdisciplinary research using the LIS and LWS data, focusing on income 
and wealth distributions and welfare state politics. His research has 

appeared, among other places, in journals such as Economic Modelling, Electoral Studies or 
Political Research Quarterly. 

  



                                                                                                                           
 

Federico Polidoro is the Program Manager of the Center for Development 
Data, a hub dedicated to fostering methodological innovation and 
strengthening countries’ capacity in household surveys. He joined the World 
Bank at the beginning of 2023, after a long experience in the Italian national 
statistical Institute (Istat), where, from October 2012 to April 2016, he was 
the head of Consumer Price Division and since April 2016 the head of the 
Division Integrated System on economic conditions and consumer prices. 

The Division was in charge to conduct Consumer price, purchasing power parity and house price 
surveys, EUSILC and HBS, some hard-to-reach population surveys and to estimate absolute and 
relative poverty indicators. His research interests and papers, drafted as author or co-author, 
concern the aforementioned areas. 

 

Giulia Ponzini is an Economist for the Living Standards Measurement 
Study (LSMS), the World Bank’s flagship household survey program 
housed at the Development Data Group. As a member of the team, she 
leads the technical assistance to the Uganda Bureau of Statistics for the 
Uganda Harmonized Integrated Survey (UHIS) and Uganda High-
Frequency Phone Survey (UHFPS). Giulia is an expert in survey instrument 
development, data quality control, and multitopic household survey 
analysis. Her research interests include poverty, nutrition, agriculture, 

and rural development. Giulia holds a Ph.D. in Economics and Finance from the University of 
Rome Tor Vergata. 

 

Massimiliano Stacchini, PhD in Economics, has worked for several years in the 
DG for Economics, Statistics and Research of the Bank of Italy and is currently 
heading the Analysis and Surveys unit of the DG for Consumer Protection and 
Financial Education of the Bank of Italy. In 2015 he spent one year as Visiting 
Scholar at Boston College. 

 

 

  



                                                                                                                           
 

 

Giovanni Vecchi is a Professor of Economic History at Tor Vergata University 
of Rome and a consultant to the World Bank, specializing in inequality and 
poverty measurement. His expertise encompasses the theory, 
measurement, estimation, and historical analysis of welfare. He is the author 
of Measuring Wellbeing (2017), published by Oxford University Press, and 
has published numerous articles in international peer-reviewed journals. 

 

 

 

Michael Wild is a Senior Statistician for the Living Standards Measurement 
Study (LSMS), the World Bank’s flagship household survey program 
housed at the Development Data Group. As a survey and sampling expert, 
Michael’s main research interest is on the improvement of (survey) data 
quality in official statistics in developing countries. His current research 
focuses on new ways of data collection in census and survey operations 
through the application of new technologies like CAPI, CATI, and CAWI; the 
use of Big and Geo-Spatial Data in Official Statistics; as well as the 

application of innovative sampling methods. Michael joined the World Bank in 2014, while 
holding a tenure track position at the Department for Social Statistics and Demography at the 
University of Southampton, UK. Prior to that, he worked as a resident adviser and senior adviser 
in several statistical agencies in developing and transition countries. 

 

 

 


