
Figure 3.6 By 2050, in the high-income OECD 
countries there will be fewer than two working-
age individuals to support every elderly person 
Ratio of working-age population (20–64 years) to 
elderly (65+ years)

Source: WDR 2023 team calculations, based on the medium fer-
tility scenario, World Population Prospects 2022 (dashboard), 
Population Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 
United Nations, New York, https://population.un.org/wpp/, 
applied to country income groups in Hamadeh et al. (2022).
Note: OECD = Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development.
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