
Figure 3.3 The population is growing quickly 
in lower-income countries, whereas it will soon 
begin to shrink in higher-income countries
Total population, by country income group

Source: WDR 2023 team calculations, based on the medium fer-
tility scenario, World Population Prospects 2022 (dashboard), 
Population Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 
United Nations, New York, https://population.un.org/wpp/, 
applied to country income groups in Hamadeh et al. (2022).
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