
#OneSouthAsia Conversations explore ideas for regional cooperation in economic connectivity, climate resilience, and
human development. The series began in 2020 and is open to the public. The World Bank's South Asia Regional
Integration and Engagement team organizes the events and welcomes your feedback at OneSouthAsia@worldbank.org.

Highlights and Key Ideas

Watch a video recording of our 20th #OneSouthAsia Conversation on Maritime Ports: Regional
Trade and Shared Prosperity in South Asia, held in collaboration with the Commercial Law
Development Program of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
For more information on our regional integration work, visit our  #OneSouth Asia Website.

Key ideas discussed included: 

The shipping and maritime sector in South Asia is critical to economic growth and provides a
lifeline by linking production centers in the region with export markets in Europe and North
America and with raw material imports from East Asia.

It is estimated that about 75% of the region's international trade by value is transported by
sea, including a significant portion of intraregional trade. Improved port infrastructure and
efficient port operations can reduce costs and enhance trade competitiveness.

Compared to ASEAN and Central America, where there are strong regional governing
bodies that focus on peer-to-peer learning and coordination on trade and connectivity issues,
South Asia lacks intraregional coordination mechanisms.  

To improve trade facilitation and maritime port efficiency, countries need to work together to
develop strong legal frameworks to formalize financial, technical, legal, and regulatory
standards.

South Asia needs to develop digital port corridors and an interoperable digital ecosystem
among various actors like port operators, container depots, shippers, shipping lines, and
freight forwarders. Adherence to digital exchange standards can help streamline procedures.

For greening and sustainability of maritime ports, some countries are adopting measures
like electrifying port equipment, increasing of renewable energy in operations, and using low
sulfur fuels or alternative fuels.

Hinterland connectivity is the backbone of a maritime port. Investment in railway
connectivity, including dedicated freight corridors and double-decker container services, and
development of inland container ports and riverine routes served by flat-bottom container
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barges will shift freight traffic from roads to the greener modes of travel by rail and river. 

Maritime ports sector needs to be more gender inclusive. Initiatives like Women in Logistics
and Transport (WiLAT), Women's International Shipping & Trading Association (WISTA), the
IGNITE mentoring program, are enhancing female participation in operations, but much more
needs to be done. For instance, in creating safe commute and safe work place, addressing
gender pay parity, creating supporting facilities, and supporting women in leadership roles.

Cecile Fruman
Director, Regional Integration and Engagement, South Asia, World Bank
“Ports have really been driving the growth of South Asia for many centuries
and even today they are a vibrant part of the economy, one that is becoming
even more dynamic as we go forward. New challenges and emerging
opportunities require that ports continually adapt, keeping in mind the
importance of being green, going digital, and being inclusive. There is
immense potential and value in finding integrated solutions that work for the
region at scale.”

Dhashma Karunaratne
Chief Commercial Officer, Colombo West International Terminal, Sri
Lanka 
“South Asia has experienced strong economic growth in the past. Yet, there
is room for improvement. The region has a great potential for intraregional
trade, which is a stepping stone for deeper global integration. We need to
leverage proximity and move away from treating proximity as a threat. As
maritime ports transform, collaboration will give us sustainable advantage” 

Lindsey Scannell 
Senior Counsel, Commercial Law Development Program, U.S.
Department of Commerce 
“Maritime ports are essential to the continued growth of South Asia’s internal
and external trade. Some of the main challenges of attracting private
investment in capacity expansion and modernization of port infrastructure in
South Asia are the lack of clear legal frameworks, bankable legal
agreements, and experienced legal counsels who specialize in project
finance. These challenges create uncertainty, which deter investors. In 2022,
the Government of India issued model port concession agreements, which
create clear framework and make the market more attractive to private
investors.”
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Sunil Paliwal
Chairperson, Chennai Port Authority 
"The Government of India is implementing a National Logistic Portal Marine
to facilitate information exchanges among port users and government
agencies. The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways has standardized
port processes under the "One Nation, One Process" initiative, and has
issued guidelines to encourage shore-to-ship power supply, electrification of
port equipment, and increased use of renewable energy and low sulfur or
alternative fuels. To accelerate these initiatives, we require international
cooperation particularly in harmonizing standards and regulations led by
international governing bodies such as the International Maritime
Organization."

Md. Zafar Alam
Retired Joint Secretary and Member (Admin and Planning), the
Chittagong Port Authority
"The three Rs of connectivity——road, rail, and river——-form the backbone
of a maritime port. Investment in railway connectivity, including dedicated
freight corridors and double-decker container services, and development of
inland container ports and riverine routes served by flat-bottom container
barges will shift freight traffic from roads to the greener modes of travel by rail
and river. This will increase efficiency of maritime ports as well. " 

 
Tell us what you think
We value your feedback. Please click here 
or use the QR code on the right to answer a 
four-question survey about how we can improve
future #OneSouthAsia events.

 
Follow our activities supporting regional cooperation

 
The #OneSouthAsia Conversation series has examined regional
responses to air pollution, digital tools to advance human
development, plastic pollution of the ocean, women
entrepreneurship, food trade, and COVID-19. All past events are
available here, with links to video recordings, text summaries,
blogs, and related World Bank reports.
 
Follow our activities supporting regional cooperation in economic
connectivity, climate resilience, and human development:

Read success stories on our website 
Use hashtag #OneSouthAsia on social media
Subscribe to our newsletter
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For more information, email OneSouthAsia@WorldBank.org
 

Did a friend forward this email? 
If so, click here and subscribe to the #OneSouthAsia newsletter and email list
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