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“The Polish inland waterway plans for 2016-2020 with perspective to 2030”, 



Detailed justification 

Wp yw zmian klimatycznych na 

bilans wodny w dorzeczu Odry i Wis y w kontek cie wybranych dziedzin gospodarki” 

[“Impact of climate change on the water balance in the drainage basins of the Odra and 

Vistula rivers in the context of selected branches of the economy],

“the current climate change scenarios for Poland predict a decrease 

in total runoff of water by around 37% in the next 110 years (the years 2071-2090 as 

compared to the years 1971-1980). The decrease in total runoff means that Poland’s 

renewable water resources will shrink, and even today they are among the smallest in the 

European Union per capita …”

“Production processes, and especially coal-based energy generation, account for the largest 

portion of water consumption in Poland, followed by municipal water supply and irrigation 



systems. Coal energy generation is the most susceptible to water shortages and situations 

such the 2015 drought will be taking place ever more often.” 

“The diminishing surface water resources may 

lead to conflict situations between farmers and owners of ponds who rely on those resources 

to irrigate fields and fill the fish ponds.” 

 “The decreasing 

resources of ground water call into question the justification for investments in maintaining 

and further developing the navigability of waterways on the Odra and the Vistula. In the 

upper sections of these rivers the water resources may already prove to be insufficient, and 

climate change will further exacerbate the situation.” 

The Polish inland waterway plans for 2016-2020 with perspective to 

2030” 





Information note on the implementation of the Strategy for the development of 

transport to 2020 (and perspective to 2030)

Strategy for the development of transport to 2020 (and perspective to 2030) Master 

Plan for rail transport in Poland to 2030,

 

The Polish inland waterway plans 



The Polish inland waterway plans 

Open letter to the participants of the Maritime Congress

Open letter As a result of the technological interventions needed to 

ensure the possibility of cargo transport, the natural and near-natural sections of the not yet 

canalised rivers and their valleys will lose their environmental value and will not be able to 

provide their ecosystem services at the same level as now. Because of the specific character of 

the environmental systems of rivers and their valleys, which depends, inter alia, on the 

geological and hydrological conditions, those losses cannot be compensated ….”. 



The Polish inland waterways plans 

“improved protection against flooding and less potential flood-related 

damage



“The Polish inland 

waterway plans for 2016-2020 with perspective to 2030

If the rivers and their valleys lose the capacity to provide their ecosystem services as a result 

of the hydro-engineering works undertaken to enable navigation, that will also mean the loss of 

fauna and flora habitats associated with the river

Preliminary assessment of the potential impact of  

the World Bank “Odra-Wis a” project P147460  

the governments “The Polish inland waterway plans for 2016-2020 with 

perspective to 2030”



“In the Odra valley, the project will affect an entire chain of protected areas (including 8 

Natura 2000 sites and 4 landscape parks), which runs uninterrupted from Malczyce to 

Szczecin. The project’s objective, i.e. concentrating and deepening the Odra riverbed, 

intended to limit the frequency and reach of flooding, runs counter to aim of preserving the 

integrity of those areas, where alluvial ecosystems, which depend on such flooding, are 

protected. Limiting the flooding will have a considerable adverse effect on all the alluvial 

habitats (especially riparian alluvial forests of willow, alder and ash (91E0), riparian mixed 

forests of Quercus robur, Ulmus laevis and Ulmus minor (91F0), and alluvial meadows of 

river valleys of the Cnidion dubii (6440)), and the scope of that impact may extend to all of 

such habitats in the Odra valley. All along the middle and lower Odra, the activities to be 

undertaken as part of the project pose a critical risk to habitats on muddy river banks (3270) 

because the crucial element of those habitats, i.e. the muddy banks themselves, are to be 

transformed as part of the planned works.  

The component concerning the Nysa K odzka Valley poses a risk of adverse effects for 

two Natura 2000 sites but those effects may be regionally significant as they concern unique 

habitats of crucial importance for the entire region: water courses with the Ranunculion 

fluitantis (3260) and watercourses with gravel banks (3220), as well as the species: European 

bullhead Cottus gobio and the brook lamprey Lampetra planeri. However, as no details about 

the planned activities are available, it is impossible to say if the negative impacts will in fact 

occur. 

The Sandomierz-Tarnobrzeg component may potentially affect the Tarnobrzeska 

Dolina Wis y Natura 2000 site, although the impact may be avoidable if the works are 

designed properly. 

Because of the absence of specifics and the fact that the project in this part is only a 

template, the Upper Vistula component must be regarded as potentially threatening to at least 

21 Natura 2000 sites, including a substantial part of the following habitats: gravel banks 

without vegetation (3220), with Myricaria germanica (3230) or with rosemary willow (3240), 

riverside alder (91E0), or tall herb fringe communities (6430), as well as the populations and 

habitats of the following species: the yellow-bellied toad Bombina variegata, barbel Barbus 

carpathicus, European bullhead Cottus gobio and Kessler’s gudgeon Gobio kessleri (in the 

case of the latter, the potential impact will affect the entire Polish population). Without access 

to details of the investment it is not possible to determine if the potential risk will materialise 

and to what extent.” 



Component 1: Flood Protection of the Middle and Lower Odra, 

The Polish inland waterway 

plans, 

“Non-canalised rivers that have not been cut off from their valleys are crucial for eliminating 

or reducing the impact of flooding. The riverbeds and adjacent areas absorb water in periods of 

high water, and vegetation slows down the runoff, thus mitigating the swelling or rivers. This 

important ecosystem service will in effect be completely eliminated if the river undergoes the 

hydro-engineering works needed to ensure the navigable depth required for cargo transport. 

Moreover, adapting the rivers to this kind of navigation will increase the risk of violent 

flooding. The barrages cannot mitigate that risk in any way because the reservoirs formed on 

them by definition do not have any significant capacity that could replace the lost soil, riverbed 

and valley retention in a river transformed to meet the needs of transport.”



We call on the Prime Minister of the Government of Poland, the President of the World 
Bank, the Governor Council of Europe Development Bank and the President of the 
European Commission to reconsider their involvement in those environmentally, 
economically and socially destructive projects. 

* According to figures available as of 30.06.2016, the budget of the entire project, consisting

mainly of loans, is US$  million, including:

European Commission: US$ 219 million 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development: US$ 504 million 

Borrower: US$ 210 million 



Council of Europe Development Bank: US$ 329 million 

National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management: US$ 55 million  

Source: 
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