South Africa

Catalyzing Financing and Capacity for the

Biodiversity Economy around Protected Areas

Project Sites

National level activities in additional to
landscapes that extend from Greater Addo to
Amathole Node, Greater Kruger-Limpopo Node,
and Greater-iSimangaliso Node in addition to
numerous other parks across the country

Species Focus African elephants, black and
white rhinos, cycads, South African abalone

Grant Amount $13.4 million

Executing Partners
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and
Environment

GEF Implementing Agencies
UNEP and World Bank

Government Contacts
Frances Craigie (fcraigie@environment.gov.za);
Simon Malete (SMalete@environment.gov.za)

Agency Contacts
Jane Nimpamya (jane.nimpamya@un.org);

Sarah Moyer (smoyer@worldbank.org)

Expected Start Date January 2022

Context

South Africa's protected areas are important
catalysts for socio-economic11F transformation
and poverty alleviation. Growth within the
wildlife sector is particularly promising and a key
objective to fulfil the potential of the biodiversity
economy. However, there are many barriers to
the transformation of the wildlife sector, namely,
insufficient intergovernmental coordination

and institutional capacity. Additionally, the
proliferation of trans-national organized criminal

networks has led to a significant escalation in the

poaching and trafficking of the country’s wildlife
resources.
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Objective

To strengthen South Africa’s capacity to
combat illegal wildlife trade and improve
protected areas and landscape management
for increased community benefits.

Project Components
Pillar 1 (supported by UNEP)

+ Consolidate and increase compliance and

enforcement with wildlife-related legislation:

including support to build anti-poaching
capabilities and training of Environmental
Management Inspectors (EMlIs) and related
law enforcement partners.

+ Enhance forensic and scientific support
services linked to wildlife trafficking
investigations.

« Establish specialized prosecution and court
capacity to focus on wildlife trafficking.

Pillar 2 (supported by the World Bank)

+ Build biodiversity economy nodes for
community stewardship and livelihoods:
support multi-stakeholder coordination
platforms; provide small, micro-and medium-
sized enterprises with capacity building
support; strengthen local governance
capacity.

» Knowledge exchange across nodes
and capturing learning on community
stewardship and biodiversity economy.

* Project Management and Monitoring.
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