South Africa

Reducing Human Wildlife Conflict Through an Evidence-Based
and Integrated Approach in Southern Africa

Project Sites

Greater Mapungubwe Transfrontier Conservation
Area; Nsubane-Pongola TFCA and uMfololzi
Biodiversity Economy Node; Umzimvubu
Catchment Partnership

Species Focus Elephants
Grant Amount $3.4 million

Executing Partners
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and
Environment (DFFE)

GEF Implementing Agency UNEP

Government Contacts
Sydney Nkosi (shnkosi@environment.gov.za)

Roland Vorwerk (Vorwerk@environment.gov.za)

Agency Contact
Jane Nimpamya (jane.nimpamya@un.org)

Expected Start Date January 2023

Context

South Africa is one of the most biologically
diverse country and most biodiversity issues
and values in the region transcend national
boundaries. Natural resources, including
wildlife, contribute to the socio-economic
development of the region - four in five jobs in
South Africa can be attributed to biodiversity
use. Where communities receive benefits
from living with and among wildlife, they also
bear the costs through human-wildlife conflict
(HWC). Approximately 30-50% of subsistence
farmers and poor local community members
have reported HWC occurrences due to problem
animals from neighbouring protected areas
(PAs). Additionally, HWC also undermines the
effectiveness of PAs.
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Objective

create an enabling environment and
evidence-based approach on mitigating the
effects of human-wildlife conflict in selected

conservation landscapes in South Africa and
TFCAs of southern Africa.

Project Components

» Strengthened management of elephants
and human-elephant conflict - address
information gaps by undertaking research of
policies, baseline surveys of communities and
spatial modelling approach to understand the
drivers and find conflict hotspots in project
landscapes.

+ Reduced human-wildlife conflict in South
Africa- enable the development, testing
and upscaling of novel approaches to
HWC management including establishing
community public-private partnerships.

+ Harmonized and coordinated management
of elephants and human-wildlife conflict
in SADC region - developing guidelines
and toolkits for the scientific and adaptive
management of transboundary elephant
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