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How Do Children Learn to Read?

The Simple View of Reading:

Decoding Skills x Language Knowledge = Reading Comprehension

Decoding=Matching sounds to letters
Language Knowledge=Vocabulary and syntax
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The Simple View of Reading

Decoding
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Language Knowledge

Assuri nisn nili dazulen suninen.
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Why is Fluency Important?

 Fluency is the ability to read text quickly and accurately.

* Fluency and comprehension are tightly linked for early readers, in
languages students know.

 Cognitive load theory tells us that students must be able to read with
automaticity to understand what they're reading.

 Everylanguage has its own fluency benchmarks, but a range of 40-60
wcpm is often associated with 80% comprehension or better.
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What Happens to Children Who Don’t Receive Effective Instruction?

Reading Trajectories From Grade 1 to Grade 3
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What Skills do Children Need to Be Fluent Readers?

» Phonemic Awareness: An understanding of the sounds of their language or
the language of instruction.

» Phonics: An understanding of how those sounds are represented by
abstract symbols (letters).

» Vocabulary: Sufficient vocabulary in the language of instruction to permit
them to understand what they decode.

» Fluency: Sufficient accuracy, speed, and stamina to read at the rate
required for comprehension.

» Comprehension: Additional comprehension strategies beyond fluency tc
@7 understand more complex text.
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What Are the Critical Elements of Effective Reading Programs?

»Language of Instruction
»Instructional and Practice Time/Opportunity to Learn
» Instruction (Pre-Service, In-Service, Coaching)

» Teacher Guides (1:1), Textbooks (1:1), Books for Reading
Practice (many)

»Simple Formative Assessment

@

THE WCl)RLD BANK



The Path from Decoding to Fluency

* Evenin “high quality” reading programs, students are not
reaching fluency at scale, on time.

* In some countries, improvements seem to be concentrated
in a small percentage of schools, among a small percentage
of children.

* Fluency is critical for comprehension and reading to learn
e What are we missing?
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One hypothesis: OTL and OTP

150 200

1. Opportunity to Learn 0 50 100
(OTL) at school is
insufficient: =

Children do not spend enough Ceheolonen
time learning to read in school

Teachers present

2. Opportunity to Practice
(OTP) is non-existent:

Students present

Daily time use 61

Children spend little to no time
practicing reading at school or Time on task 30
home.



Effective reading instruction in school is crucial, but...

* Oral language development starts at birth
 Children spend far more time out of school than in school

 Children enter school without the language foundations they need
to be successful

* Children enter school without the early, pre-reading “concepts of
print they need to start learning to read

* Only 50% of parents worldwide reﬁularly engage in cognitively
stimulating activities with young children

* As children begin to learn to read and progress through schoo.,
they do not have books, time, or support for reading practice



Imagine if we could...

Help families develop children’s oral language: the
foundation of learning to read

* Increase the number, quality, and variety of books children
are exposed to before they start school and in the early
grades of primary

* Increase reading practice for school aged children, growing
independent readers who read to learn

* Increase independent reading at home, building fluency

e Establish a life-long love of reading and learning
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Imagine Reading@School and Reading@Home
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Developing, printing, distributing a wide range of titles in languages
children know.

Translating and adapting the thousands of openly licensed children’s
books that are now available in hundreds of languages.

Supporting teachers to provide practice time at school, during
instructional hours, before, after, during recess, at lunch . . .

Supporting parents and caregivers to support children’s language
development before they start school and as they grow.

Improving procurement and book supply chains to reduce costs atid
sustain supply.



Resources on the Early Learning Resource Network

Title selection & development

Guidance on creating
collections in Children 0-3 (25 Books)
e Early Childhood Books

* Picturebooks — Fiction

underserved languages

* Read@Home’s 100 First Children’s Books
Framework recommends types and numbers of

Children 4-6 (25 Books)
* Wordless Books

books to be developed in an ideal first children’s * Picturebooks — Fiction
book collection in languages without adequate * Nonfiction Books
books.

* Access a series of InDesign templates and user
guides for children’s books based on the 100
First Books Framework. « Readers — Nonfiction

* Read@Home Guidance Note on the Production * Picturebooks — Fiction
of Reading Materials provides best practice for * Nonfiction Books
book design.

* Online courses in English and French provide
book design basics.

Children 7-10 (50 Books)
e Readers — Fiction

https://www.earlylearningresourcenetwork.org/100-first-childrens- %
books-guidance-creating-collections-underserved-languages




Read@Home Content

~ Flip books

Parent Engagement Package | s

L7

INTRODUCTION

FOR CAREGIVERS Handouts + discussion guides

AJBEFO&E ‘
Supporting parents and caregivers globally to e/ == Pposters

engage with children in reading activities

DURING ) Digital images + voice notes
THE STORY AFTER

THE STORY

. Materials for radio
* Practical resources that can be used to encourage and

support parent engagement during reading activities
at home.

* Available in different formats so that all caregivers
can participate, regardless of their own literacy levels.

* Use, adapt, and combine for different contexts.

* Available in English, French, Portuguese, Spanish.

% https://parentengagement.earlylearningresourcenetwork.org




Additional Resources

Procurement & Printing

Procurement Support gk

Guidance to procure quality reading and
learning materials in appropriate languages and
reduce costs in book procurement and
distribution:

* Incoterms and insurance

* Open licensing toolkit

* Copyright guide

* Procurement

* Book design and production

Print Cost Calculator

* Estimate accurate costs of printing books
(textbooks, teacher’s guides, workbooks, and
books for reading practice) because print and
distribution costs vary widely between
countries.

* Relevant technical specifications and
definitions provided.

Well-run,
transparent
procurement can
dramatically
reduce the cost of
books

Free, open source
distribution
management
system (track and
trace) makes sure
books reach
students
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