INDONESIA HERITAGE WEEK/BATIK DAY 2025

From September 30 to October 2, 2025, the WBG - IMF Indonesia Staff Association (ISA)
organized the “Indonesia Heritage Week/Batik Day 2025” at the World Bank Headquarters. This
event was co-organized with the Office of the Executive Director for the South-East Asia Voting
Group, World Bank Group and supported by the Indonesian Embassy in Washington, DC.

The event aims to strengthen community bonds and foster partnerships among cultural and
development stakeholders, including World Bank Group (WBG) and International Monetary Fund
(IMF) staff, as well as other stakeholders in the DMV area.

Building on the achievements of the 2023 event, the organizers were excited to broaden this
year's celebration by featuring Wayang alongside Batik. The event highlighted live
demonstrations and exhibitions of Batik textile artistry by master craftsmen, traditional gamelan
music performance, angklung collections, cultural showcase of Batik and Wayang artifacts,
including Indonesian collections currently exhibited at the World Bank.

Over 200 participants attended the Art Exhibit at the HQ Front Lobby and the Culture Connect
event. Guests had the opportunity to engage directly with traditional batik techniques through
hands-on workshops and to experience interactive sessions on gamelan, angklung, and Wayang,
promoting meaningful cultural learning and exchange.

During the program, more than 500 guests savored Indonesian delicacies served buffet-style,
expertly prepared by renowned local chef Artha Rini of Artha Rini Indonesian Restaurant based
in Maryland. Beyond the main dining area, guests explored booths featuring unique handicrafts
from Indo Boutique, specialty coffee from Dua DC and tea from Aji Tea, batik collection exhibit by
the George Washington University Textile Museum, and cultural heritage displays from the
Indonesian Embassy.

The event had the honor of welcoming World Bank Managing Director and Chief Administrative
Officer Wencai Zhang, the Indonesian Ambassador to the United States H.E. Indroyono Soesilo,
Singaporean Ambassador H.E. Lui Tuck Yew, Lao PDR Ambassador H.E. Phoukhong Sisoulath,
as well as other distinguished ASEAN embassy representatives in Washington, DC. Their
attendance highlighted the spirit of collaboration and respect for cultural diversity.

In his remarks, Ambassador Soesilo emphasized the significance of National Batik Day,
celebrated annually on October 2 since UNESCO recognized Batik in 2009 as a Masterpiece of
Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity. “Batik is more than just cloth. It is a living art form born
from centuries of cultural exchange, sustaining the livelihoods of millions, and symbolizing
Indonesia’s enduring identity,” he stated.

The co-organizers extended sincere appreciation to the World Bank’s Art Program for their
generous contributions of Indonesian heritage collections and to sponsors for their invaluable and
ongoing support for the event: PT Sarana Multi Infrastruktur, PT Indonesia Infrastructure Finance,
PT Penjaminan Infrastruktur Indonesia, PT Sarana Multigriya Finansial, PT Bank Negara
Indonesia - New York Branch Office, PT Geo Dipa Energi, Lembaga Pembiayaan Ekspor
Indonesia, and Bank Indonesia - New York Representative Office.
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