
International Comparison Program (ICP) 
Technical Advisory Group (TAG)

Meeting

ICP 2021 Cycle Metadata and COVID-19

November 9-12, 2021



Background [1]

COVID-19 imposes various challenges to the ICP 2021 cycle   

▪ ICP TAG: Collecting sufficient metadata on the implementation of the ICP 
2021 cycle will be crucial for validating and adequately assessing the results

▪ General information on the COVID-19 impact on the NSOs / economic 
statistics is being collected by regional and international agencies

▪ World Bank Survey of National Statistical Offices during COVID-19

▪ IMF Survey on COVID-19 impact on macroeconomic statistics

▪ ICP COVID-19 questionnaire would enable ICP National Implementing 
Agencies to provide ICP-specific metadata on any challenges and changes 
COVID-19 introduced in ICP implementation at the national level
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https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/a4fdb1fe6124a025db9da5d8e3eb907c-0050022021/original/TAG-1-02-Survey-of-National-Statistical-Offices-during-Covid-19-PPT.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/bd279e216c3d0f06c4c91f3c9f3ea581-0050022021/original/TAG-1-02-Covid-19-impact-on-macroeconomic-statistics-PPT.pdf


Background [2]

ICP 2017 cycle utilized three metadata questionnaires

▪ Household Consumption Survey Framework Questionnaire (SFQ)

▪ National Accounts Country Practice Questionnaire

▪ Housing Metadata Questionnaire

IACG considered a separate ICP COVID-19 questionnaire, however, it 
was recognized that:

▪ The requested information would have similarities to the SFQ

▪ Questions on extrapolation/backcasting to arrive at annual average prices 
will be relevant for ICP cycles in general, but especially for ICP 2021 cycle

▪ SFQ information is relevant for all ICP price surveys

→ IACG decided to merge the COVID-19 and SFQ questionnaires

3



ICP SFQ/COVID-19 Questionnaire: General Covid-19 Questions
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ICP SFQ/COVID-19 Questionnaire: Price Covid-19 Questions
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ICP SFQ/COVID-19 Questionnaire: EXP Covid-19 Questions
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ICP SFQ/COVID-19 Questionnaire: Standard Questions
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Extended Survey Framework Questionnaire for ICP surveys:

▪ Geographical and population coverage (household consumption)

▪ Outlet coverage (household consumption)

▪ Priced items & sourcing from CPI (household consumption)

▪ Timing of data collection (new: all ICP price surveys)

▪ New: Application of retropolation/extrapolation to arrive at annual average 
prices, if applicable (ICP price surveys)



THANK YOU
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