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Annex 3 ANNEX IV of the Directive 2008/98/EC - Examples of waste 

prevention measures referred to in Article 29 and waste prevention 

measures defined by Article 9 of the same Directive 

Waste prevention measures defined by Article 9 of WFD 

a) promote and support sustainable production and consumption models; 

b) encourage the design, manufacturing and use of products that are resource-efficient, durable (including in 
terms of life span and absence of planned obsolescence), reparable, re-usable and upgradable; 

c) target products containing critical raw materials to prevent that those materials become waste; 

d) encourage the re-use of products and the setting up of systems promoting repair and re-use activities, 
including in particular for electrical and electronic equipment, textiles and furniture, as well as packaging and 
construction materials and products; 

e) encourage, as appropriate and without prejudice to intellectual property rights, the availability of spare parts, 
instruction manuals, technical information, or other instruments, equipment or software enabling the repair 
and re-use of products without compromising their quality and safety; 

f) reduce waste generation in processes related to industrial production, extraction of minerals, manufacturing, 
construction and demolition, taking into account best available techniques; 

g) reduce the generation of food waste in primary production, in processing and manufacturing, in retail and 
other distribution of food, in restaurants and food services as well as in households as a contribution to the 
United Nations Sustainable Development Goal to reduce by 50 % the per capita global food waste at the retail 
and consumer levels and to reduce food losses along production and supply chains by 2030; 

h) encourage food donation and other redistribution for human consumption, prioritising human use over animal 
feed and the reprocessing into non-food products; 

i) promote the reduction of the content of hazardous substances in materials and products, without prejudice 
to harmonised legal requirements concerning those materials and products laid down at Union level, and 
ensure that any supplier of an article as defined in point 33 of Article 3 of Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council (*5) provides the information pursuant to Article 33(1) of that 
Regulation to the European Chemicals Agency as from 5 January 2021; 

j) reduce the generation of waste, in particular waste that is not suitable for preparing for re-use or recycling; 

k) identify products that are the main sources of littering, notably in natural and marine environments, and take 
appropriate measures to prevent and reduce litter from such products; where Member States decide to 
implement this obligation through market restrictions, they shall ensure that such restrictions are 
proportionate and non-discriminatory; 

l) aim to halt the generation of marine litter as a contribution towards the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goal to prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds; and 

m) develop and support information campaigns to raise awareness about waste prevention and littering. 

 

ANNEX IV of the WFD 

Measures that can affect the framework conditions related to the generation of waste 

1. The use of planning measures, or other economic instruments promoting the efficient use of resources;  

2. The promotion of research and development into the area of achieving cleaner and less wasteful products and 
technologies and the dissemination and use of the results of such research and development;  

3. The development of effective and meaningful indicators of the environmental pressures associated with the 
generation of waste aimed at contributing to the prevention of waste generation at all levels, from product 
comparisons at Community level through action by local authorities to national measures. 

Measures that can affect the design and production and distribution phase 

4. The promotion of eco-design (the systematic integration of environmental aspects into product design with 
the aim to improve the environmental performance of the product throughout its whole life cycle); 

5. The provision of information on waste prevention techniques with a view to facilitating the implementation of 
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best available techniques by industry 

6. Organise training of competent authorities as regards the insertion of waste prevention requirements in 
permits under this Directive and Directive 96/61/EC; 

7. The inclusion of measures to prevent waste production at installations not falling under Directive 96/61/EC. 
Where appropriate, such measures could include waste prevention assessments or plans, 

8. The use of awareness campaigns or the provision of financial, decision making or other support to businesses. 
Such measures are likely to be particularly effective where they are aimed at, and adapted to, small and 
medium sized enterprises and work through established business networks, 

9. The use of voluntary agreements, consumer/producer panels or sectoral negotiations in order that the 
relevant businesses or industrial sectors set their own waste prevention plans or objectives or correct wasteful 
products or packaging.  

10. The promotion of creditable environmental management systems, including EMAS and ISO 14001. 

Measures that can affect the consumption and use phase  

11. Economic instruments such as incentives for clean purchases or the institution of an obligatory payment by 
consumers for a given article or element of packaging that would otherwise be provided free of charge 

12. The use of awareness campaigns and information provision directed at the general public or a specific set of 
consumers. 

13. The promotion of creditable eco-labels. 

14. Agreements with industry, such as the use of product panels such as those being carried out within the 
framework of Integrated Product Policies or with retailers on the availability of waste prevention information 
and products with a lower environmental impact. 

15. In the context of public and corporate procurement, the integration of environmental and waste prevention 
criteria into calls for tenders and contracts, in line with the Handbook on environmental public procurement 
published by the Commission on 29 October 2004. 

16. The promotion of the reuse and/or repair of appropriate discarded products or of their components, notably 
through the use of educational, economic, logistic or other measures such as support to or establishment of 
accredited repair and reuse-centres and networks especially in densely populated region 

 


