Having trouble seeing this email?

NS o NEWSLETTER

March - April 2026

CALL FOR PROPOSALS: The role of Ed Tech in accelerating foundational learning

SIEF launched its 8th call for proposals, which focuses on building evidence on the role of
Ed Tech to accelerate foundational learning. While certain categories of educational
technology interventions have demonstrated sizeable effects, the broader evidence base
remains mixed, with null to modest impacts frequently estimated in other contexts. At the
same time, more affordable digital hardware and advancements in artificial intelligence have
brought a wider array of technological solutions to foundational learning, which underscores
an increasing need for rigorous research to test their effectiveness. Proposals are due May
19.

NEW EVIDENCE TO POLICY NOTE: Centralized vs. decentralized management of
remote learning in Ecuador

SIEF recently published an Evidence to Policy note summarizing findings from an evaluation
in Ecuador funded through SIEF’s 5th call for proposals that focused on remote learning
during COVID-induced school closures. Researchers tested how student-, teacher-, and
system-level interventions could best be used at scale to increase student participation in
remote learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. Researchers found that the largest impacts
came from intervening at the system level. A centralized online management system —
where Ministry of Education personnel monitored and received weekly reports on schools’
student participation in remote learning — increased both study time and knowledge
compared to decentralized self-management, where only teachers received information
about their own classes. Teacher-level nudges, including benchmarking emails,
encouragement messages, and administrative reminders, did not improve student
participation. Small financial incentives for students increased study time but did not translate
into more knowledge.

NEW WORKING PAPER: Text and voice messages to encourage girls’ education in
Pakistan

Another evaluation from the same funding window focused on a yearlong text and celebrity
voice message campaign targeting parents of girls in Punjab, Pakistan that aimed to
increase study time and provide academic support during school closures and to encourage
reenrollment when school reopened. Findings were recently published in a World Bank
working_paper. Messages increased re-enrolment by 6 percentage points and increased
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learning in both Urdu and math. An intervention that provided academic support through
practice math problems and solutions sent by text did not significantly improve learning.
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